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When I speak of the Papal and Hie- 

rchical sysiem, I do not mean to confine 

ither my own view, or ill at of my read- 

Ts, to the churcli of Rome. 1 speak 

■ailier of the systeni which places man 

" ' the rule of man in matters of re- 

\c laity, more panicularly, under 

...Tlhe clergy ; ^(jjjiat human wia- 

id auihorily are foaud, in various 

Icgrec*. to usurp ihc place of pure, divine 

:rut]i. So nlso by the religion of the New- 

Testament, T mean the religion of»iiina 

if whom the book lesiifies — even Jesus 

ihrist, the only Mediator between God 

id man ; who has bought us with his 

iWood, who is the sole Hic;h Priest of our 

irofension, who rules the universal church 

y his Spirit, and who will come again in 

glory, 10 render unto every man according 

lo his works. 

The Greek church has its hierarchy 
under the supreme government of a palri- 
arcb. The episcopacy of the Anglican 
church is of a far less superstitious cha- 
"racter ; yet it presents to our view a fabric 
jof the same kind, under the rule or head- 
~^hip of a temporal monarch. The Scotch 
Sirk is governed by iis synod of elders, 
under the direction of a Moderator; the 
Slethodists hya similar council, composed 
of iheir ordained minit^lera ; and there are 
few Christian sects which are destitute of 
some form or other of ecclesiastical do- 
tiiination. But it is in Rome ihaiwe are 
to seek for the system of man's authority 
over man, in religion, carried out into its 
full and legitimate resulls. The Romish 
church, seated in temporal as well as spi- 
iiiual authority upon her seven hills, pro- 
fesses to spread her arms over the whole 
earth ; she arranges her hosts of ecclesi- 
astical soldiers with a perfect precision ; 
Bhe rejoices in her army of monks, friars, 
and priest*, married only to herself; she 
clothes herhierarchy ill garments of beauty, 
and hesitates not to claim and usurp the 
sacerdolal otSjjei " Absolute and implicit 
obedience to superiors," ia the motto in- 
B 



scribed on her whole polity ; and, while 
she boasts herself in her long array of 
general councils, her Uue rest is in the 
never-dying central authority of her pope, 
the successor of the chief of the apostles, 
the vicar and visible representative of 
Jesus Christ. 

I propose in the following treatise to 
take an account of some of the principal 
features which mark the views and prac- 
tices of the church of Rome, and to 
contrast tliem with what I believe to be 
pure Clitistianity ; and in so doing I shglV 
probably have to disclaim many things 
which are far from being exclusively 
Romish. These are still adhered to by 
various classes of belicvei s— by every one 
in its own way and Owasure ; but they 
have, nevertheless, an affinity to the Pupal 
and Hierarchical syslemy 'io that large 
senseof the terms, to wbicb-^^^ already 
adverted. ^Vt 

To this task I venture to appjr myself 
for the truth's sake, but without the least 
feeling of jealousy or ill will toward any 
denomination of my fellow-believers. 1 
rejoice in the conviciion r that iliere are 
many vital Christians among all the ortho- 
dojc denominations, Roman Catholics in- 
cluded, who are drinking of the same 
Spirit; and who, therefore, even ihougli 
separated from eacli oilier in place OT 
circumstances, are ," baptized " by that . 
" one Spirit into one body." And possibly 
there maybe some who disclaim all secta- 
rian dislinctions, who, neverlheleas, do 
truly form a part of the mystical body of 
Christ. As 1 am far from confining my 
view of antichrist to any one denomination 
of Christians — (I believe antichrist may 
be found lurking in almost every existing 
sect) — so I do not hesitate to allow thai, 
under a vast variety of names and condi- 
tions, Christ has a people of his own, vrfio, 
as they abide in the faiih and patience of 
the saints, " shall never perish," neidiec 
shall any man pluck them out of his 
hands. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



I beg it may be understood that I select 
the Romish church in this discussion, 
because I consider her to present the 
extreme case of the dependairce of man on 
man in the things of God — a dependance 
which I hold to be the main cause of the 
extent of her departure from simple Chris- 
tianity. I am well aware that many of 
ihe distinctive errors of that church are 
opposed and rejected by all the Protestant 
communities ; nevertheless, we ought all 



to look to ourselves, lest anything of the 
same leaven should be found lurking 
within our own borders. " Know ye not," 
said the apostle to the Corinthian church, 
and, by implication, to all Christians in 
every age — " Know ye not that ye are the 
temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
d welleth in you ? If any man defileth the 
temple of God, him shall God destroy, 
for the temple of God is holy, which 
temple ye are." 
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PAPAL AND HIERARCHICAL SYSTEM 



COMPARED WITH THE 



RELIGION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 



CHAPTER I. 

ON THE HOLY BCRIPTUBES. 

H No lAe who IiU investigaled ihe subject, 
Ban seiioiisly enteitsin the noiioa that ilif 
■canon of Scripture has been arbitratily fixed 
Iby the authority of man. When our Lord 
I Jesus Christ was upon earth, as a teacher 
, and preacher among ihe Jews, it was fiis 
F constant practice to refer to those books 
■which were regarded by that people lo be 
, divine ; and, while he never failed lo speak 
of them as suck, he made no distinction be- 
tween one book and another, as it relates to 
their authority. The law, containing the five 
books of Moses, the Prophets, including the 
bisiorical books, as well as the major and 
[ minor prophets, from Joshua la Malachi — 
and the Psalms, or Hagiographa, comprising 
the book of Job, ihe Paalms of David and 
others, and all the works of Soloiiion, were 
alike sacred in bis view — an indivisible collec- 
tion, from which nothing might be taken, and 
lo which nothing might be added, except from 
the same immediate and plenary inspiration. 
;This collection of writings — all in the He- 
brew language, and all studiously preserved 
among the Jews from ancient limes ; and 
larded, since the coming of Christ, both by 
ws and Christians — is unquestionably the 
me as that which is now in our hands, and 
-which is universally known and accepted as 
constituting the Old Tesiaraenl, These are 
the itfitings, to the exclusion of all others, 
to which the Apostle Paul alludes when he ' 
oaya to Timothy, " From a child ihou hait 
own iheiHoly Scriptures, which are aMe 
make thee wise unto salvation, through 
faith which is in Jesus Christ— ai/ Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God," &c. 

The writings which comprise the New 
Testament are individually established to be 
the genuine work of the apostles and their 
companions, and, therefore, of divine auihori- 
ty, by a variety of historical, critical, and in- 
ternal proofs, which Jiave satisfied, not meTe- 



ly the wisdom of the hierarchy, but the good 
sense of the world. And now, at the end of 
about eighteen centuries from the time when 
these works were written, there is less dia- 
piiie, among men, respecting the canon of the 
New Testament, than in any preceding age 
of the church. Under the gracious superin- 
tendence of a good Providence, the truth of 
that canon has been established on so broad 
a basis, both of learning and experience, as to 
be incapable of being ever again shaken. 
So early as in the days of Eusebius (a.d 
315.) the four gospels, the book of Acts, ih« 
thirteen epistles of Panl which bear his name, 
and the first epistles of John and Peter, i.e. 
about five-sixths of the while volume, (vetj 
generally diffused as ifies* wiitings were. 
and freely read by all descriptja!)s of people,] 
were "universally acknowledg^B as genu- 
ine compositions and Holi/ Seri^Kfc. Some' 
persons, indeed, in those days, dotlblcd the 
authenticity of the remaining booka, viz., the 
second epistle of Peter, the second and third 
episiles of John, the epistles of James and 
Jude, and the Revelation; while some little 
shade was thrown over the epistle to the 
Hebrews, by the uncertainly of the question, 
whether it was written by Paul. 

But all these doubts have long since been 
cleared away in the public mind of Christen- 
dom. It is now generally understood that 
the weight of evidence in favour of the Pan- 
tine origin of that epistle is not tu be resisted. 
In the meaHlime its apostolic date is unques- 
lionable ; and the Scriptural wisdom and eji- 
cacy, both of this and the other excepted 
hooks, as contrasted with many spurious pro- 
ductions of the first, second, and third centu- 
ries — false gospels, false epistles, and false 
visions — are plainly such as proclaim them 
to be, like the other Scriptures, the work of 
QoJ — given forth by inspiration, and stamp- 
ed with Ihe seal of direct divine authority. 

'Let it -be clearly understood that, in ac- 
knowledging the list of inspired boQka.'aiW.^ 
of iHb 0\i tini ^«,-« ■\fc*Ma«.^N.,^* *f 't* 
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or of any ecclesiastical council. With re- 
gard to the Old Testament, we follow the 
example, and depend on the authority, of Je- 
sus Christ himself, and his apostles. With 
respect to the New Testament, we abide, in 
the first place, by its own testimony to the 
inspiration of its authors. Secondly, we fol- 
low the general consent of the Christian 
public, gradually developing itself from the 
first century downward ; fixed with wonder- 
ful unanimity by the end of the fourth cen- 
tury ; and, since that period, unshaken by all 
the storms of infidelity, and confirmed not 
only by the labours of a multitude of critics, 
but by the common judgment and feeling of 
mankind. 

There are few circumstances for which 
the friends of Christianity ought to be more 
grateful than the preservation of the text of 
Holy Scripture. We will not call it miracu- 
lous, but we may truly describe it as the spe- 
cial provision of an ever-watchful Providence. 
Who was it that raised up the textual doc- 
tors among the Jews, who devoted their live- 
long hours to arranging the points and ac- 
cents, counting the letters, and fixing the 
middle words of the SQX0nl books of Hebrew 
Scripture ? To wbopCi are we to return 
thanks for the following important facts : 1st, 
that a most accurate Teraion of the New Tes- 
tament was n^ade into Syriac so early as the 
second, or probably the first, century; and 
that other versions almost equally exact soon 
followed ; 2d, that the early fathers of the 
church even when animated with little better 
than controversial zeal, were induced to rifie 
the whole volume for quotations, which now, 
in their abundance and uniformity, form one 
principal criterion for the settlement of the 
text ; and, 3d, that copies of this sacred book 
were multiplied in every direction with so 
little inaccuracy ? Surely we have to thank 
Him who is the Holy Head of his own church, 
and whose gracious will it was to bestow 
npon her a divinely authorized record of doc- 
trines to be believed, and duties to be peri; 
formed, which should remain unimpaired and 
indestructible to the end of time. It would 
be difificult to calculate the amount of learn- 
ing and industry which have been applied to 
the investigation and settlement of the text 
of Scripture ; viz : in the rigid and careful 
application of the three criteria now mention- 
ed — versions, quotations by the fathers, and 
manuscript copies ; and certainly the Kenni- 
cotts and De Rossis, as it regjards the 
Hebrew books, and the Mills, |vetstein«,' 
Griesbachs, &c., as it relates to the Greek 
Testament, have not laboured in vain. So 
extensively and completely sifted have been 



the various authorities which apply to the 
subject, that we may consider ourselves to 
have now arrived at the final result ; and 
what is it ? Nothing less than this ; that 
both the Hebrew and Greek Scriptures are 
cleared from every cloud of doubt ; that from 
amid a vast multitude of various readings 
of little importance, they have come forth 
uninjured, because essentially unaltered ; 
that they have not been deprived of a single 
historical fact, of a single doctrinal truth, of 
a single moral precept. 

When Paul declared that " all Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God," he made no 
distinctions between the different kinds of 
writings of which the Old Testament is com- 
posed. Independently of all considerations 
respecting the writers — their individual cha- 
racter or condition of mind, or the degree of 
consciousness which they severally enjoyed 
of a divine influence — ^he simply avers that 
tkB writings which they produced were 
" given by inspiration of Giad" — a view of the 
subject which is fully substantiated by the 
example and authority of our Saviour himself. 
We cannot for a moment doubt that the in- 
spiration of the apostles and evangelists had 
the same result ; and that their works also — 
whether historical, prophetical, or didactic — 
are, like the books of the Old Testament, all 
divine, and all equal in point of authority. It 
is matter of satisfaction and thankfulness, that 
the attempts which have been made by many 
modern critics to weaken the Scriptural view 
of the inspiration of Scripture itself, the dis- 
tinctions which some have drawn between 
part and part, and the notion that inspiration 
is more or less effective accordinor to the na- 
ture of the subject in hand — have very much 
disappeared All such wire-drawing has 
proved itself to be a failure ; and Christians 
in the nineteenth century are evidently 
brought to a confirmed agreement, that the 
Holy Scriptures, from the begiimingof Gene- 
sis to the end of Revelation — the actual writ- 
ings ; the bulk, substance, and totality of the 
book — are, as the early Quakers used often 
to express themselves, the words of God.* 

The divine origin of the Old and New Tes- 
tament is a point on which the Roman Catho- 
lics, and all the orthodox denominations of 
Protestants, are (as far as 1 know) in full 
accordance. I am not aware that infidelity 
on this subject has ever been encouraged by 
the authority of the See of Rome ; but it has 
often sprung up, as the practical consequence 
of the superstitious additions which have 
been made under that authority — purely hu- 

*See an excellent work by Gaudsin, entitled 
" TheopneusUe " \ no\., Qno. 
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man as it is — ^to the fabric of Scriptural truth. 
These additions have arisen, as a natural 
consequence, from those which the Romish 
church has made, in her own strength and 
wisdom, to the Scriptures themselves. 

That church, in the first place, has added 
to the Old Testament a large proportion of 
the Apocryphal books, not merely as works 
tending to edification, but as actually divine, 
and as forming part of their canon.* Here, 
then, is a ground on which the hierarchy of 
Rome has found an opportunity of deriving 
or supponing doctrinal opinions, from a source 
additional to that of simple, authenticated 
Scriptare. 

But a far more dangerous addition to this 
store-bouse of truth has been made under the 
undefiqed and caoipreheaaive head of Tradi- 
tion. Under this head may be classed, first, 
the Toluminous writings of the ecclesiastical 
fathers during the first six centuries after 
Christ, containing a variety of strange notions 
and customs, wholly beyond the scope and 
limitsof Scripture, which have been gradually 
augmented in their course, and have ulti- 
mately found an undisturbed seat in the bosom 
of the Romish church. Nor can it be denied, 
that a divine authority, practically tantamount 
to that of Scripture, has often been claimed, 
among the members of that communion, for 
these writings — very much as the Jews have 
regarded such an authority as belonging to 
that ocean of fables, the Talmud. In addition, 
however, to this new and most cumbrous litera 
scripta,i8 the oral tradition handed down 
from age to age — from one generation of 
priests to another — and even declared by the 
adherents of the Roman pontiff to be of equal 
authority, that is, to be equally binding on the 
consciences of all men, with the contents of 
Holy Scripture itself 

This vast item of tradition gives to the 
Romish church an undefined scope for super- 
stitious additions both to the creed and prac- 
tices enjoined in the New Testament. In 
the meantime, what becomes of the Holy 
Scriptures themselves ? They are, according 
to the principles of that church, in the keep- 
ing of the hierarchy, whoalono are regarded 
as holding the true keys to their meaning — 
alone gifted of God for the purpose of inter- 
preting them^ ' So far, therefore, as any parts 
of them are laid open to the people, it is still 
with the virtual understanding that, for the 
interpretation of that which they read, they 
must depend, not on their own free judgment 
under a divine influence, but on the teaching 

* The Conncil of Trent included in their canon the 
l)Ooks of TobiRfl, Judith, Maccabees, Wisdom of Solo- 
moD, ai)d Ecdegiatticui, 



of their priests, and on the decision of bishops, 
popes, and councils. But, alas ! how small 
has been the extent to which these keepers 
of the words of the Lord have permitted them 
to be circulated ! How studiously were the 
Scriptures retained for many centuries in 
tongues which the unlearned could not read^ 
and how uniformly has the general fact de- 
veloped itself, that where the papal system 
prevails, there the Scriptures are not ! Exist 
in the libraries of the priest they may ; but 
where have they been found in the hands of 
the people ? Since the clergy alone are 
supposed to have the facnliy of understanding 
them, so it follows that the clergy alone may 
safely possess or read them. Whatever is 
at any time given to the people, must be doled 
out in such portions, and with such oral or 
written additions, as their spiritual lords may 
deem proper. 

With these views and practices, we now 
proceed to contrast what we apprehend to be 
simple truth — even the truth of God — with 
regard to this great subject. Great indeed it 
is, because fundamental. It is to the founda- 
tion on which alone the church is built, that 
the Scriptures lead us ; '* Search the Scrip- 
tures," cried Jesns to the Jews, ** for in them 
ye think ye ha?e eternal life, and they are 
they which testify of mb." 

The last verses of the sacred volume, 
although referring to the Book of Revelation 
in particular, develop a principle which must 
surely be applicable to the whole divine record 
— namely, that nothing can be added to the 
words of the Most High, as therein written, 
and nothing taken away from them, without 
involving those who so offend, in the sin Of 
presumption, and in awful peril to their souls. 
We do not, indeed, mean to assert that God 
will make no addition to the pages of Scrip- 
ture. W^e pretend not to dive into his hidden 
designs in this or any other respect ; but we 
know that hitherto he has not done so ; and 
when we take into view the wonderful mwi- 
pleteness of the book, we have strong reason 
to believe that he never will do so. In the 
meantime man, on his own authority and 
wisdom, must abstain from all tampering with 
the Book of the Lord. He must take no- 
thing from it, lest his own name should be taken 
out of the book of life ; he must add nothing 
to it, lest the Lord should add unto him " the 
plagues " which are appointed for those who 
transgress his will and rebel against his 
government. ** If any man shall add unto 
these things, God shall add unto him the 
plagues that are written in this book.-., '«s^.^^S. 

\Viii \)oo\l ol V\\\% ^^^i^v'^^^^ .^^^ ^"^ ^^'^ 
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away his part out of the book of life, and out 
of the holy city, and from the things which 
are written in this book." The principle 
here set forth is, with equal force, insisted 
on in the Old Testament : '* Ye shall not add 
unto the word which I command you, neither 
shall ye diminish aught from it, that ye may 
keep the commandments of the Lord your 
God which I command you :" Deut. 4 ; 2. 
'* What thing soever I command you, observe 
to do it ;" thou shalt not add thereto, nor di- 
minish from it ;" 12 ; 32. " Every word ef 
God is pure ; add thou not unto his words, 
lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a 
LIAR :" Prov. 30 : 5, 6. 

I am not one of those who entertain violent 
prejudices against the Apocrypha, nor should 
I feel uneasy in contributing to those Bible 
Societies on the continent of Europe, which 
circulate the sacred volume with that addition 
— it being understood that these ancient books 
are to be read not as divine, but simply for 
general instruction and edification. The fact 
is, that they vary exceedingly in their- cha^ 
racter ; some of them contain puerile stories 
— others record true history ; parts are bom- 
bastical and imaginative ; other parts so solid 
and instructive, that we may snrely conclude 
that the touches of divine grace were resting 
upon the writers — a remark which particu- 
larly applies to the Wisdom of Solomon and 
Bcclesiasticuf. But none of these books 
werS' written in Hebrew ; they are the pro- 
duction -of the last century, or perhaps the 
last two centuries before the Christian era, 
when the Hellenistic language, in which they 
were written, was prevalent in Egypt and 
Syria, and when the prophetic gift seems to 
have scarcely existed among the degenerate 
children of Israel ;* they were never acknow- 
ledged by the Jews as of divine authority, nor 
included in their canon ; and are not once 
quoted in the New Testament, either by our 
Saviour or his apostles. We must, therefore, 
conclude that it is, on the whole, much safer 
CO exclude them from the Bibles which we 
read in our families, and circulate in the 
world ; but whether we so exclude them or 
not, one thing is certain — that their contents 
cannot be fairly cited as binding and conclu- 
sive, in support of Purgatory or ajiy other 
doctrine. Those who thus cite them are 
guilty of adding to the words of the Lord, 
and are in danger of being ** found liars :'* 
see Prov. 30 : 6. 

But if it' is unsafe to add these ancient 
Hellenistic books to the Old Testament, what 
must be the peril to the cause of truth, of 

*l/n/ess, indeed, some of them may be regarded as 
a/'s atiJJ Jater date. 



ascribing divine authority to the fathers of 
the first six centuries, whose multitudinous 
writings the world cannot contain — (in the 
sense of reading, understanding, and digest- 
ing them) — and who have been the instru- 
ments of palming upon the church a vast mass 
of superstitions, to which the religion of Jesus 
Christ gives no countenance ? These fathers, 
various as they are in point of talent, cha- 
racter, and mode of writing, do not appear 
ever to have claimed a Scriptural authority 
for their own works ; and any one who will 
take the trouble of comparing them with the 
New Testament, will soon find, that in the 
simplicity, brevity, comprehensiveness, and 
weight of the latter, as contrasted with the 
profuseness, bombast, and jejuneness of the 
former, we are furnished with a powerful 
evidence of the divine origin of the writings 
which are r^aJHy sacred — ^I mean those of the 
New Testament ; while the others, so far as 
relates to the authoritative settlement of doe- 
trine and practice in the church, may be safely 
scattered to the winds, or for ever sleep, 
unheeded, on the shelf of the schoolman. 

Yet I am far from denying that parts of 
these works are worthy of an attentive peru- 
sal, and that much advantage may arise from 
observing the sense in which the fathers — 
generally Greeks themselves — were accus- 
tomed to cite the words of the Greek Testa- 
ment ; their writings afford important critical 
aids, and some sound theological instruction; 
but that they do not flow forth from the well 
of inspiration, themselves afford abundant 
internal evidence. Those who are the most 
accustomed to dive into them, will be the best 
prepared to acknowledge, that whatever of 
piety and truth any of them may breathe, (so 
far as they are conformed to the doctrines 
and precepts of Scripture,) they are, as a 
whole, undoubted part and parcel of the 
cumbrous, complex work of man ! 

If we disclaim the addition to the Bible of 
the works of the fathers which, with all their 
faults, are litera scripta^ and, therefore, liable 
to the check of a close. Scriptural scrutiny, 
how much more evidently does it become us 
to make a Christian stand against that unde- 
fined and undefinable something which glides 
down, unperceived in its course, (though 
manifested in its unwholesome fruits,) from 
generation to generation — from spiritual fa- 
ther to spiritual son — to the end of time — I 
mean oral tradition ! " The truth and disci- 
pline of the Catholic church are compre- 
hended both in the sacred books and in the 
traditions which have been received from 
the mouth of Jesus Christ himself, or of his 
1 apostles, and which have been preserved and 
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transmitted to us by an uninterrupted chain] It was of the highest importance that these 



and succession." So declared the Council of 
Trent early in the sixteenth century, and so 
aver the true friends of the Papal system 
(under whatsoever guise or profession they 
may be acting) in the present day. 

In order to take a just view of this subject, 
we must first examine the passages of Scrip- 
ture which speak of tradition in a favourable 
point of view. We know that our Saviour 
communicated many things to his disciples in 
private, which they were afterward to declare 
upon the house-top ; and the apostles com- 
mitted the doctrine which they preached, to 
their children and followers in the truth. 
Thus Paul not unfrequently alludes to those 
matters which he had himself received of the 
Lord, by divine inspiration, and which he had 
delivered to the churches ; and sometimes 
he calls them by the name of traditions.* 
" Now, I praise you, brethren," said he to the 
Corinthian Christians, " that ye remember 
me in all things, and keep the ordinances (in 
the margin, as in the Greek, traditions) as 
I delivered them to you:" 1 Cor. 11 : 1. 
Again, to the Thessalonians : " But we are 
bound to give thanks always to God for you, 
brethren, beloved of the Lord, because God 
hath from the beginning chosen you to salva- 
tion, through sanctification of the Spirit and 
belief of the truth ; whereunto he called you 
by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, brethren, 
stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye 
have been taught, whether by word or our 
epistle :" 2 Thess. 2 : 15 ; ctmip. 3:6. By 
** traditions," in these and other passages — 
i. e., matters handed down or delivered to 
the churches — the apostle evidently denotes 
the doctrines and precepts of Christianity. 

These were the truths which he and his 
brethren had proclaimed, as on the house- 
tops, for the conversion and edification of the 
people. " God be thanked," says he, " that 
ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obey- 
ed,! from the heart, that form of doctrine 
which was delivered you,"J Rom. 6 : 17 ; 
and again, to the Corinthians, "Moreover, 
brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which 
1 preached unto you, unless ye have believed 
in vain ; for I delivered unto you, (napedcoKa,) 
first of all, that which I also received, how 
that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures ; and that he was buried, and that 
he rose again the third day, according to the 
Scriptures:" 1 Cor. 15: 1 — 4. 

* TzapadoasL^, 

t Or Tather, " that, although ye were the servants 
of sin, yet ye have obeyed," &.c. 
t el^ ih fraptx66$irre Hnov dtdaxfis. 



precious truths should be handed down from 
age to age, incorrupt and uninjured. No 
wonder, then, that the same apostle should 
say to one of his gifted followers, " O, Ti- 
mothy, keep that which is committed to thy 
trust* — avoiding profane and vain babblings, 
and oppositions of science falsely so called," 
1 Tim. 6 : 20 ; and again, " Thou, therefore, 
my son, be strong in the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus ; and the things that thou hast 
heard of me among many witnesses, the same 
commitf thou to faithful men who shall be 
able to teach others also :" 2 Tim. 2 : 1,2. 

'^he trust committed to Timothy was, the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ ; the truths 
of that gospel were, " the things " which he 
had heard from the lips of Paiil before many 
witnesses, and which it was .to beijnbis high 
duty to commit, in his turn, to oth^ fajlhful 
brethren, who might be enabled still fari||ier 
to disseminate the joyful tidings. On a ciAm 
review of these several passages, it is sntfely 
very clear that they relate to communications 
which were open, public, and notorious. 
They evidently contain no allusion whatso- 
ever to the secret, oral handing down of cer- 
tain articles in religion, besides those which 
are contained in Scripture. Rather do they 
relate to that mighty plan of redemption and 
salvation, in all its parts, which formed'thg 
subject of our Saviour's instructions tq^nis 
apostles, and of their public teaching> and 
preaching ; and of which a complete/record 
— a record requiring no addition — wiis gra- 
dually formed, in those days, through the spe- 
cial providence of God, and is now to be 
found, exact and uninjured, in the volume of 
the New Testament. Thus are we placed 
in possession of a test by which all doctrines 
and practices in the church, from age to age, 
may be safely tried ; and not only are we 
bound by the most sacred obligations to re- 
ject whatsoever is contrary to this test, bnt 
no man living, or any set of men, can have 
any right to impose upon us any articles of 
belief, or principles of action, which are not 
contained in the volume of inspiration. " To 
the law and to the testimony," may the 
Christian say in every age of the church, 
" if they speak not according to this word, it 
is because there is no light in them :" Isa. 
7 : 20. 

So far, then, as tradition is favourably men- 
tioned by the apostles, it is, in effect, identi- 
cal with Scripture. But no sooner does it 
exceed this holy limit, than it becomes intan- 
gible and imponderable. It has neither shape 
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nor substance ;;, andybeing wholly destitute of 
any evidence of a divine origin, it soon fol- 
lows the course of this world, and becomes 
the ready instrument of human error and pol- 
lution. 

The history of the Jews furnishes us with 
an example precisely in point. Not content 
with the written law of the Lord, they invent- 
ed the oral law, which they declared to have 
been given forth from God to Moses, simul- 
taneously with the written code. They al- 
leged that Moses delivered this law, by word 
of mouth, to the elders of the people, and 
that by these it was transmitted, from genera- 
tion to generation of the spiritual guides and 
rulers of Israel. Such were the pretensions 
of the Scribes and Pharisees at the Christian 
era. Soon afier that period this oral law 
was reduced to writing in the work called 
the Mishna — which, with the Gcmara, or com- 
mentary of one set of doctors, forms the Tal- 
mud of Jerusalem, and, with that of another 
school of Rabbins, the Talmud of Babylon. 
Although these Talmuds are regarded by the 
Jews of modern times as of an authority 
equal to that of Scripture iuelf, it is certain 
that they abound in the most puerile absur- 
dities ; and, when tried by the test of actual 
Scripture, are found to be, in general, un- 
f worthy of support It was doubtless to this 
itral law that the Apostle Peter referred, when 
he spoke of " the vain conversation " which 
the Jews " received by tradition from their 
fathers," (1 Pet. 1 : 18;) and Paul speaks of 
the same tissue of error and falsehood, when 
he warns the Colossian church against the 
arts of their Judaizing teachers : ^* Beware, 
lest any man spoil you through philosophy 
and vain deceit, after the tradition of men 
after the rudiments of the world, and not after 
Christ:" Col. 2: 8. 

And what was the language of our Saviour 
bimself respecting these traditions, which 
* the Jews had presumed to add to their Holy 
Scriptures, as of equal authority, because 
originating, as was supposed, with God him- 
self ? Did he afford them the least degree 
of count-enance or support ? Far otherwise ; 
he freely spake of them as the mere inven- 
tion of n>en, and even as subversive of the 
true law of the Lord. " Then came to Jesus 
Scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jeru- 
salem, saying, Why do thy disciples trans- 
gress the tradition of the elders ? for they 
wash not their hands when they eat bread. 
But he answered and said unto them, Why 
do ye also transgress the commandment of 
God by your tradition ? For God com- 
inanded, saying, honour thy father and mo- 
^er, d^c But ye say, Whoaoever shall say 



to his father or his mother, It is a gift, (or 
temple-offering,) by whatsoever thou miglii- 
est be profited by me, and honour not hi« 
father and his mother, (he shall be free.) 
Thus have you made the commandment 
OF God of none effect by your tradition. 
Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophecy of 
you, saying, This people draweth nigh unlo 
me with their mouth, and honoureth me with 
their lips ; but their heart is far from me. 
But IN VAIN do they worship me, teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of men :" Matt. 
15; 1-9. 

This passage is of the most definite cha- 
racter, and overturns the very principle of 
oral additions to the written law of God. A 
similar recital is given in the gospel of Mark, 
describing the traditions of the Jews as relat- 
ing to a variety of ceremonial particulars of 
the most trifling character, and as a base 
eubstitDte for the moral law. *' Laying aside 
the commandment of God," says the Lord 
Jesus in that gospel, " ye hold the tradition 
of men, as the washing of pots and cups ; 
and many other such-like things ye do. Full 
well ye reject the commandmex\t of God, 
that ye may keep your own tradition :** 
Mark 7 : 8, 9. 

Human nature is the same in every age ; 
it is far too prone to error and deceit, to be 
intrusted with the oral handing down of doc- 
trines and precepts, without the test, the check, 
the security of Scripture. The infallible con- 
sequence of such a system is, that the doc- 
trines and commandments of men gradually 
usurp the place of the revealed will and truth 
of God. Errors of the most serious charac- 
ter pervade the professing church ; vital re- 
ligion gives way to countless forms and 
ceremonies, and the motto which the Lord's 
professing servants wear on their foreheads, 
is no longer Holiness, but Superstition. 

It is now, I hope, sufficiently clear to the 
candid reader, that the additions which have 
been made to Holy Writ, under the influence 
of the Papal system, are destitute of divine 
authority ; and, while they open a door of 
error, have an obvious tendency to lower the 
character of the Christian religion, and to 
lessen its efficacy. These remarks are, to 
a certain extent, applicable to the Apocrypha 
— due allowance being made for the wisdom 
and'piety of some of its contents ; they bear 
with far greater force on the written works 
of the ecclesiastical fathers ; but, above all, 
they are unquestionably true of oral tradition. 
Regarding these points as settled, we will 
advance to the question. What use are we, 
on Scriptural principles, permitted and bound 
to make o( tVie ^ci\^ivki^« xYieina^VNe^ \ 
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Are We to commit them to the hands of a 

hierarchy, to be kept under its key, subjected 

to its sole interpretation, and doled out in 

. fragments to the people, in such a measure, 

and on such occasions, as the priesthood 

may deem advisable? or are we rather to 

. regard this precious gift of God as being 

i free as the air which we breathe, to be dis- 

, seminated, without hesitation or reserve, 

. among the whole family of man ? Is that 

, blessed book, which contaitis a full revelation 

' of divine truth, and of the will of God toward 

man>, to be concealed from the fallen race on 

which that revelation has been bestowed? 

or is it to be freely opened, and read, and 

considered by people as well as priest ? Is 

it the peculiar possession of the clergy of the 

church of Rome, or of the whole body of the 

cnur^h universal ? 

It seems strange that any need should arise, 
in the present day, for the consideration of 
such questions as these. Yet it cannot be 
denied that very narrow and dangerous views, 
plainly tending to the withdrawal and con- 
cealment of Scripture, have of late been ob- 
truded on the public, from unexpected quar- 
ters ; and Christians are again driven to 
Scripture itself, in order that they maybe fully 
assured in what manner, and to what extent, 
the sacred volume is to be used among the 
rational children of God. 

Let us, then, in the first place, consider the 
subject as it relates to the Old Testament. 
In what way did our Saviour and his apostles 
luake their appeals to it ? Always in such a 
way as to mark it as divine ; always in such a 
way also, as to show that it was open to the 
inspection and consideration of all whom 
they addressed — the common property of the 
people of God, and, indeed, of mankind in 
general. 

The law and the prophets were publicly 
read in the synagogues every Sabbath day, 
not only in the Hebrew tongue, which was 
then understood by the learned alone, but in 
the Chaldaic dialect, which was spoken by 
the people at large. This part of the syna- 
gogue worship was fully sanctioned by our 
Lord, who sometimes acted as public reader 
on these occasions. So also in his own 
discourses, (whether in the synagogues ^r 
[ on the mountain's brow, or by the way-side, 
' and whether he was addressing his own da- 
, ciples, or the Scribes and Pharisees, or the 
people in general,) he made his appeals with- 
out the smallest reserve or hesitation to the 
Scriptures of the Old Testament. He said 
'* Search the Scriptures, for they are they 
which testify of me.** The proofs which 
ibej containedof hisown divine mission were 
C 



open to the examination of all men, and he 
was accustomed to adduce them on the ground 
of their being so. On two occasions he ex- 
plained to his disciples the things which 
were written respecting himself in the Law, 
the Prophets, and the Psalms ; or, in other 
words, in the whole of the Old Testament, 
of which these were, at that time, the recog* 
nised divisions. He never thought of hold* 
ing back any part of the sacred treasure. He 
used the whole of it in its true character of 
the free gift of the God of light to a dark and 
fallen world. 

Just similar was the practice of the evan- 
gelists and apostles. Whether they were 
addressing the Jews or the Gentiles, individ- 
uals or bodies of men, particular churches 
or the whole society of belie ^j||) who were 
scattered abroad, they never h^it'ated to ap- 
peal to Holy Scripturb as an authority bind- 
ing upon all — the common property of all. 
The Bereans were described as more noble 
than the people of Tliessalonica, because 
they searched the Scriptures daily, that they 
might know whether the things which Paul 
declared were, indeed, the truth. The views 
of that apostle on the present subject were 
of the most comprehensive character. When 
he spoke of the use as well as authority of 
the sacred volume, he excepted no part of the 
book itself; and when he mentioned the 
effect which it was intended to produce, he 
excluded from its operation no part of man- 
kind. " Whatsoever things were written 
aforetime," said he to the Romans, *' were 
written for our learning, that we, through 
patience and comfort of the Scriptures, might 
have hope," Rom. 15 : 4: and again to Timo- 
thy, " All Scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine^ re- 
proof, correction, and instruction in righteous- 
ness :" 2 Tim. 3 : 16, 1 7. These are benefits 
of which all mankind stand in need, even as 
they stand in need of the gospel itself. There- 
fore the Scriptures, which contain the gospel, 
are intended for all men. *' Now, to him that 
is of power to establish you according to my 
gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
(according to the revelation of the mystery, 
which was kept secret since the world began, 
but now is made manifest, and by the Scrip- 
tures OF THE PROPHETS, sccordiug to the 
commandment of the everlasting God, made 
KNOWN TO ALL NATIONS for the obediencc of 
faith,') to God only wise, be glory through 
Jesus Christ for ever, Amen :" Rom. 16: 25 
-27. 

On the great day of Pentecost, when the 
miraculous gift of tongues was poured forth 
upon thfi iAfosLV. cWi^> ^ ^<«s:^i^a3A^ 
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Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in 
Mesopotamia, and in Judea, and Cappadocia, 
in Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, 
in Egypt, and in parts of Lybia about Cyrene, 
and strangers of Rome, Jews and Proselytes, 
Cretes and Arabians " — all these heard, in 
their own tongues, the wonderful works of 
God — ALL THESR listened to the apostles and 
their brethren, while they adduced their proofs 
from the Old Testament, that Jesus was the 
Christ. This marvellous display of the riches 
of the bounty and liberality of God in spiri- 
tual things, sanctions the great principle of 
the universal diffusion of Scripture, and of 
the free translation of it into all languages ; 
that thus, "according to the commandment of 
the everlasting God," the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Chris* — the great mystery of redemp- 
tion — may be made known, on his own au- 
thority, to the whole family of man. 

The principles which are thus plainly re- 
cognised by our Saviour and his immediate 
followers, respecting the use of the Old Tes- 
tament, bear with redoubled force on the New 
Testament itself. The Old Testament was 
laid open not only to the Jews, but to the 
Gentiles, chiefly because of its testimony to 
Christ ; and every one knows that it is this 
very testimony which forms the main subject 
of the four gospels, the book of Acts, the 
apostolic epistles, and the Revelation. Most 
- ot these sacred books were addressed to 
public bodies, such as the churches of Rome, 
Corinth, &c.; or to the universal church ; or 
(as is the case with the gospels in effect) to 
mankind at large ; and even the few epistles 
incribed to individuals are full of instruction 
suited to the many. Nothing of reserve, 
nothing of privacy, is indicated in any of 
these writings. They were not committed 
as a private treasure to the clergy, but as a 
public gift to the church and to mankind. 

For the most part, the contents of these 
writings are simple, explicit, and intelligible ; 
and if in the epistles of Paul, as in some 
other parts of Scripture, there are " some 
things Ijard to be understood, which the un- 
learned (or rather indocile*) and unstable 
wrest unto their own destruction ;"t this was 
equally true of the discourses of our Lord 
himself, by some of which the Jews were 
offended, because they contained " hard say- 
ings." So also the apostles, in their charac- 
ter of preachers, were a savour of death unto 
death to some, as well as of life unto life to 
others. Indeed, it is the inherent character 
of divine truth, that it should often have this 

f2Pet.3: 16, 



operation in a dark, perverted, and fallen 
world. Nevertheless, the truth (mysterious 
as it is to the indocile and unstable) must go 
forth without reserve all the world over — and 
so must the Scriptures which contain it. 

The Apocalypse is by far the most obscure 
and mysterious part of the New Testament. 
Yet it was addressed not only to the angels 
of the seven churches, but to the seven 
churches themselves, (Rev. 1 : 4,) and it is 
prefaced by this truly anii-Romish motto— a 
motto in which all men have their part — 
*' Blessed is he that readeth, and they 
that HEAR, the words of this prophecy, and 
keep these things which are written therein ; 
for the time is at hand !" 

It is always to be kept in view, that, amid 
all the variety of information and instractioD 
contained in the Holy Scriptures, its main 
purpose, from Genesis to Revelation, is to 
testify of Christ. The words of the Most 
High, written in the sacred volume, are still 
found to point in various ways and forms — 
by the shadows of the law, by the typc^ of 
the history, by the predictions of the prophets, 
by the narrations of the evangelists, by the 
doctrines of the apostles, by the figures of 
the Apocalypse— to Him who is the Word. 
They reveal and portray Him who was with 
God in the beginning, by whom God made 
the worlds, who was incarnate in the flesh, 
died for our offences, rose again for our jus- 
tification, ascended up on high, reigns above 
in glory, and will come again to judge the 
quick and the dead. The words which the 
Ap)ostle John applied to his own gospel are 
truly descriptive of the Scriptures as a whole: 
" These are written that ye might believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that, believing, ye might have life through his 
name :" John 20 ; 31. Now, the Son of God 
was bestowed on the whole world : *' God 
so loved THE WORLD, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life :" John 3 : 16. Christ was the " propi- 
tiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but 
also for the sins of the whole world :" 1 
John 2 : 2. Thus it appears that all men 
the world over have to do with Him of whom 
the Scriptures testify, and whom they are 
intended to make known. All men, there- 
fq|e, have their part in these Scriptures, just 
as they have it in the gospel which they 
contain, and which is to be preached to every 
creature. '* God would have all men to be 
saved, and come to the knowledge of his 
truth.** Therefore all men are invited to 
possess, read, know, and understand those 
writings vvhicK ate able to make us '< wiss 
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unto salvation, through, faith which 
■ Christ Jesus :" 3 Tim. 3 : 15. 

It may be hoped that ihe Scriplura 
. here taken of the inianded use and universal 

application of the Holy Scriptures will be 
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: found to accord with the hi 

I all who love the truth as 

I who long and pray tor its 

I But what are we to say of the 

I of the book? Are all men 

■ according to their own wisdon 

> Certainly not ; but all men are i 

I and consider it, for theniselve. 

I and humble disposition, and 

I dependence on the illumination 
of God's Holy Spirit. The Comforler, which 

L is the Holy Cihost — in his peculiar characti 

■ef Interpreter ; or of Him who takes of the 

HRNgB of Christ, and shotes them to his dis- 

P eiples, (John 16 ; 14) — is bestowed not on 

1 the aposdea alone, but on the servants ol 

[ Christ in every age ; and not on the hierar- 
chy or clergy .alone, but on tha churuh uni- 
versal — on liie whole people of God. 

The laws of grammar and philology, and 
the science of exegesis in all its branches, 
are open to all mankind, and have actually 
led to the pouring in of so much light 
Scripture, as very much to fix its meani 
for the permanent benefit of our race. In the 
meantime the Lion of the tribe of Judah. 
holds the key of David, is siill pleased to 
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they may understand the Scriptures spiri- 
tually and savingly, and may thus tind theit 
pardon and cure, their peace and deli 
iheir full and final rest 



" Little children, it is the last lime : and 
as ye have heard that antichriiit shall come, 
«ven now are there many antichrists; where- 

I by we know that it is the last time 

' He is antichrist that denieih the Father and 
the Son :" 1 John 2 : 18, 33. Again, this 
apostle says : " Every spirit that confesseth 
not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is 
not of God ; and this is that spirit of anti- 
christ whereof j"e have heard thai it should 
come, and even now already is it in the 
world:" 4: 3, This last testimony lo the 
work and character of antichrist is repealed 
in his second episile : " For many deceivers 
are entered into the world, who confess not 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, This 
is a deceiver and an antichrist :" 2 JoUa 7, 



It is clear, from these passages, that the 
term uniichrisl is of very general application, 
as descriptive of that spirit among men wfcch 
rebels against the dominion of the Son of 
God, iuveniB false doctrine, and corrupts good 
manners. Such was the spirit of those spots 
in the believers' feasts of charity of whom 
the Apostles Peter and Jude apeak in their 
epistles : " Clouds without water, carried 
about of winds ; trees whose fruit withereth 

raging waves of the sea, foaming out 

their own shame ; wandering stars, to whom 
is reserved the blackness of darkness fur 
ever:" Jude 12, 13; comp.2 Pet. 2 : 10- 
22. It appears that these sons of error and 
dissipation professed a peculiar dejiree of 
sanctity — " speaking lies in hypocrisy ; 
having their conscience seared with a hot 
iron— forbidding to marry, and commanding 
to abstain from meats, &c." 

There can be no doubt that even in apos- 
tolic limes the seeds of heresy and corrup- 
tion were sown in ihe church, and that af- 
terward these seeds produced a vast and 
varied crop of bitterness, unbelief, and sin. 
Mere it ought to be confessed that, except in 
the articles of forbidding to marry and com- 
manding to abstain from meats, there is no- 
thing in these descriptions which bears, with 
any precise force, on the papal and hierar- 
chical system. But icis evident that, tri.the'jd 
process of time, some great di8tinguis|^g^ 
antichrist — at once the professor and erietny 
if Cbristianiiy — was lu come forth, in'bold 
elief, pre-eminent among all those spirits 
Fhich are ranged in opposition to the true 
kingdom of Christ. 

'aul, in the spirit of prophecy, declares 

to be '' the man of sin," and gives avivid 
description of his character, his work, and 
' is end. It appears that the Thessalonians 
ere agitated by the expectation of the early 
Dming of Christ in judgment — a mistake 
hich might easily ai^se from iheic igno- 
rance of the fact, that " the last days," which, 
lohn asserts, were then " indeed come," 

nothing more than the last dispensation ; 
and that in these last days the man of sin 

. first be revealed, and must play his aw- 
ful part on the stage of ecclesiastical history, 
before the Saviour would appear, " the 
second time, without sin, (or a sin -offering,) 
salvation :" Heb. 9 : 28. Nor could 

nan of sin himself bo revealed until he 
thatleiand hindered him (probably the Pagan 
government of Rome) was taken out of the 
way. " Let no man deceive you by any 

IB ; for that day shall not come, except 
there coia« a. Eai.Vi.'a^ ■a.-^wj V>s^ Q,-5<i»tiiB^\ 
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first, and that man of sin be Revealed, the son 
of perdition ; who opposeth and exalteth him- 
self above all that is called God, or that is 
worshipped ; so that he as God sitteth in the 
temple of God, showing himself that be is 

God And now ye know what with- 

holdeth, (or restraineth,*) that he might be 
revealed in his time. For the mystery of ini- 
quity doth already work ; only he v<rho now 
lettethf (will let) until he be taken out of the 
way. And then shall that Wicked be reveal- 
ed, whom the Lord shall consume with the 
spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with 
the brightness of his coming; even him 
whose coming is after the working of Satan, 
with all power, and signs, and lying wonders, 
and with all deceivableness of unrighteous- 
ness in them that perish. And for this cause 
God shall send them strong delusion, that 
they may believe a lie, that they all may be 
damned (condemned) who believed not the 
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness :" 
2 Thess. 2 : 3-12, 

We have no reason to imagine that any 
individual potentate is here described, but 
rather some system of government — some 
unholy power — blaspheming against God, by 
the presumptuous claim of divine attributes, 
and deceiving mankind, after the working of 
Satan, by a false show of miracles. The 
thorough ungodliness of this power is marked 
by, the emphatic words, *' all deceivableness 
pf unrighteousness." 

For a farther developement of the history 
of antichrist, we must have recourse to the 
Revelation. 

There we first meet with him in the cha- 
racter of the beast who slew the two wit- 
nesses. 

<* And I will give power unto my two wit- 
nesses, and they shall prophecy a thousand 
two hundred and three score days, clothed in 

sackcloth and when they shall have 

finished their testimony, the beast} that as- 
cendeth out of the bottomless pit, shall make 
war against them and kill them :'* Rev. 11:7. 
Here antichrist is represented, not as iden- 
tical with Satan, but as coming forth out of 
Satan's dominions, and employed in Satan's 
work, {comp. 2:13;) that of persecuting the 
children of God, the witnesses for Christ in 
the world. ^ In the following chapter we 

♦ rd Karexov. t ^ Kari^ctv. 

t Srjpiov — a wild becutt. It is to be regretted that 
oar translators have used the same veraion for ^wov, 
in chap. 4 : 6, where some aoffelic creature is spoken 
of. ** Living creature " would there be more just and 
descriptive. 

4 These are called the two olive trees, beeaose it is 

the heavenly unctinn which qualifies them for their 

mant, MiHi£owt tbiojig^ them ; Mad they are deacribtd 



have an account of the true church, repre- 
sented as a woman clothed with the sun— 
that original source of light and heat — and 
having under her feet the moon, by which 
we may understand the borrowed light of 
man's intelligence, used and sanctified in 
every true Christian, but always held in holy 
subordination to the Spirit of God. She 
brings forth the- man Christ Jesus, the first 
and greatest of her sons, and, after being per- 
secuted by the great red dragon, which is 
Satan, she flies on eagle's wings into the 
wilderness. There she is nourished for a 
time, and times, and half a time, or 1260 days, 
(that is, as I suppose, 1260 years,) from the 
face of the serpent who continued to make 
war with " the remnant of her seed, which 
kept the commandments of God, and have 
the testimony of Jesus Christ." And who 
were these? the true disciples of Jesus — 
hidden, it may be, among the rocks and val- 
leys of Piedmont, and other Alpine regions ; 
simple people, who placed no dependance on 
ceremonies, but worshipped the Father and 
the Son in spirit and in truth. 

Then follows, in chap. 13, a remarkable 
display of the antichristian powers. A beast 
is seen rising out of the sea, (coming, it may 
be, from the bottomless pit, represented by 
the fathomless ocean,) whose ten horns are 
crowned with as many crowns, and his 
seven heads inscribed with the names of 
blasphemy. One of his heads had been 
wounded to death, but that deadly wound had 
been healed. The deadly wound inflicted 
on Rome by the Goths, Vandals, and other 
barbarian powers, had been healed by her 
becoming nominally Christian ; and now she 
is a spiritual ruler, having in subjection, for 
use offensive and defensive, her ten crowned 
horns, the temporal powers into which the 
Roman empire was now divided. It was the 
dragon (that is, Satan) from whom this beast 
— a terrible creature, leopard, bear, and lion 
united-r-received his power, and seat, (pro- 
bably in Rome, the ancient capital of the 
empire,) and great authority. 

Thus enthroned, he continues unmoved 
during the whole time of the church's seces- 
sion in the wilderness — 1200 years. And 
how does he conduct himself? He opens 
his mouth in blasphemy against God — makes 
war with the saints, and overcomes them ; 
has power given to him over all kindreds, 
and tongues, and nations ; and receives the 
worsliip of mankind — ^true Christians excepc- 

as ftoo, eimply, as I believe, to etprenn plurality, with 
reference to that well-known principle of Jewish ju- 
risprudence, that out of the mouth of hoc witnesses (i. 
t.f tw^ i^t Icae^) ahall tjny word be establiahed. 
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ed. In ihe raeariime anoiher heast ia seen 
j coming up out of ihe earth, (or out of the bot- 
Itomless pit, supposed to be under the earth,) 
having two horns like a lamb, yet speaking 
Ibb a dragon. Tliia is the same power, as 1 
')>elieve, under another phrase — or rather the 
I ipiri[ua! head of that power who assumes 
^e visage of the lamb, but is a wolf in sheep's 
clothing, and his voice is like the voice of a 
dragon. It is he who "exercises all the 
power of the first beast," of which he is, in 
fact, the most essential part — even the head — 
making a full use, for his own purposes, of 
those terrible temporal powers, the ten crown- 
ed horns ; claiming worship for the first 
beast, (i. e., the whole antichristian power,in- 
eluding himself in bis assumed character of 
lord of lords and king of kings ;) doing great 
iwonders, comparable to the bringing down of 
fire from heaven ; deceiving mankind by his 
sorceries and false miracles ; commanding 
them to perpetrate idolatry, and to worship 
the image of the beast ; placing his mark on 
nil men, rich and poor, free and bond, (wiih- 
tiut bearing which ihey were not permiited 
^y parti cipdi ion in this world's traffic ;) and 
inscribing on their foreheads the name of an- 
tichrist with the number of his name, which 
ever falls short of the true sabbatical rest, 
even of the perfect number seven — being six 
hundred and sixty and six — that is the nu- 
meral six applied to each successive step in 
the arilhmetLcal numeration. 

We have found occasion to observe that 
the antichristian forces are ranged under 
three powers ; the dragon, or old serpent— 
fans et origo mali ; the beast or temporal 
power under spiritual government ; and the 
spiritual nder of the heast, who is one with 
llim, because his head — the lamb who speaks 
like a dragon. This second phase of anti- 
christ, virtually the same power, is soon 
sfterward called the "false prophet,'' (chap. 
IG : 13,} and out of the mouihs of these three 
tprocced unclean s pi rits^miracle -mongers, 
who go (orih unlo all the kings of tbe earth 
to gather them to battle against the Lord and 
his people. 

This head of antichrist, or false prophet, 
is now brought more fully into 
character of the " great whore," 
the kings of the earth and its 
inhabitants have committed fornication— all 
which, according the known phraseology of 
the Hebrew prophets, sets forth idolatry — in 
that ihey worshipped this spiritual deceiver 
instead of the Father and the San, and were 
deeply imbued with other idolatrous prac- 
tices which she had introduced. " So he 
carried me awayia the spirit into the wildei- 



ness ; and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet- 
coloured beast, (the head of ihe beast is now 
represented as his rider,) full of names of 
blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 
And the woman was arrayed in purple and 
scarlet colour, and decked with gold, and pre- 
cious stones, and pearls, having a golden cup 
in her hand, full of abominations and filthi- 
ness of her fornificalion ; and upon her fore- 
head was a name written, mystery, Babylon 
the great, the mother of harlots, and abomi- 
nations of the earth. And I saw the woman 
^jfunken with the blood of I hi saints and with 
the blood of the martyrs of Jesus :" 17: 3-6. 
Soon afterward we find the following express 
information : " And iho woman which thou 
sawest, is that great city which reigneth over 
the kings of the earth :'" 5 : 18. 

Now, it appears that the ten crowned horns 
— or the len temporal powers, say European 
nations which were under the power of this 
spiritual ruler— were to bo of " one mind," 
and were to give their power and strength 
unlo the beast — or rather to the head of the 
beast — the lamb who has the voice of a dra- 
gon ; or, in other words, to the whore who sit- 
teth on the waters, that is, " on the peoples, 
and multitudes, and nations, and tongues." 
Such was to be the slate of things for a time. 
But behold the Lamb against whom they wage- 
impious warfare, and who is truly Lord of 
lords, and King of kings — who has the hearts 
of all kings and potentates in his hands — and 
the called, and chosen, and faithful, who are 
with him, shall overcome these temporal pow- 
ers, even by the sword of the Spirit, the word 
of truth. And what shall bo the conse- 
quence ? Instead of continuing to be part of 
antichrist, these powers shall separate from 
him, and oppose him. Kings shall become 
the nursing fathers of the true church, and 
queens her nursing mothers. (Thus the- 
earth helps the persecuted woman in her 
flight into the wilderness, swallowing up the 
stream of oppression and cruelty which Sa- 
tan is pouring forth out of bis mouth against 
her.) And now these ten horns shall be ha- 
ters of the " great whore " whom they once 
loved and followed, and shall make her deso- 
late and naked, and shall eat herflesh, (i. e., 
seize her possessions,) and burn her with 
fire: 17: 12-18. 

Soon follows the cry of the angel whom 
John saw in his visions "come down from 
heaven, having great power, and the earth 
was lightened with bis glory " — probably the- 
Angel of the covenant, the Saviour himself. 
" And he cried mightily with a strong viw.*, 
saying, Bab-^Aoft vW ^tft'i\\*^«Sv'so,\* VS-f^. 



2t 



ON ANTICHRIST, THE MAN OF SIN. 



the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of 
every unclean and hateful bird. For all na- 
tions have drunk of the wine of the wrath of 
her fornication, and the kings of the earth 
have committed fornication with her, and the 
merchants of the earth are waxed rich through 
the abundance of her delicacies. (Ecclesi- 
astics become merchants, and, selling pardons 
to sinners, are enriched by her abundance 
and luxuries.) " And I heard another voice 
from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my 
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, 
and that ye receive not her plagues." Thea 
follows the description of her being burnt 
with fire — amid the mourning and lamenta- 
tion of all who used to commit fornication 
with her, and traffic with her, and partake 
in her delicacies ; and this baptism of fire — 
this desolating punishment, of whatsoever 
nature it may prove — detects the evil things 
which are in her, the foul spirits and unclean 
birds that haunt her, and the innocent blood 
which she has shed. ^'' And in her was 
found the hhod of prophets^ and of saints, and 
of all that were slain upon the earth ;" 18 : 24. 

In the following chapter the prophetical 
account of the conflict between these evil 
powers and the Word of Grod is brought to 
its close. The Son, under that peculiar title, 
is seen in the opening heavens sitting on a 
white horse, wearing many crowns, the sharp 
sword going out of his mouth, and his gar- 
ments dipped in blood. On his vesture and 
on his thigh his name is seen written. King 
of kings, and Lord of lords, and he is follow- 
ed by the armies of his saints, all on white 
horses, and clothed in fine linen white and 
clean. ** And I saw the beast, and the kings 
of the earth," says the apostle, *^ and their 
armies gathered together to make war against 
him that sat on the horse, and against his 
army. And the beast was taken, and with 
faim the false prophet (his spiritual head) that 
■wrought miracles before him, with which he 
had deceived them that had received the 
mark of the beast, and them that worshipped 
his image. These both Were cast alive into 
a lake of fire burning with brimstone :" 19 : 
19, 20. Soon afterward we read that the 
devil (after one more unholy eflfort) was cast 
into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the 
beast and the false prophet are^ and shall be 
tormented day and night for ever and ever :" 
20: 10. \|S 

The whole view thus given ipi'' Scripture 

of antichrist is calculated to impresPus with 

an awful sense of his wickedness and evil 

working. The principal features in the cha- 

rmcter of that ungodly power are profaneness 

and biaapbemy, falsehood and fraud, pride, 



covetousness, luxury, idolatry, malace, and 
cruelty. 

This horrible personification of many evil 
things assumes, in the first place, the attri- 
butes of deity ; he exalts himself above all 
that is called God ; he pretends to wield 
the divine prerogatives ; he is lord o;ver ail 
mortal kings and potentates. The names 
of blasphemy marked on his forehead, are 
of that peculiar kind which designate bis 
usurping the place and functions of the Most 
High. If we suppose a spiritual power 
which pretends to dispose of all temporal 
kingdoms as he pleases, and who undertakes, 
in his own authority, to forgive sins — how- 
ever multitudinous, dark, or bloody they may 
be — we must acknowledge that such a power 
blasphemes, in the sense in which blaspkemy 
is ascribed to antichrist. 

If the same power enslaves kings and na- 
tions under false pretences ; if he entices 
them by a show of superior sanctity, and by 
myriads of jugglers' tricks, false relics, and 
lying wonders and miracles ; it must be con- 
fessed that he hereby fills up the Scriptural 
character of antichrist, as it relates to frfiud 
and falsehood. 

If he assumes the trappings of human 
splendour ; if he sells his pardons for gold ; 
if the kings of the earth bow at his feet, and 
wait upon him as his servants ; if his eye is 
full of haughtiness ; if wealth and luxury, and 
often the most unbridled licentiousness, dis- 
tinguish his annals — we cannot deny that he 
answers to the character of antichrist, in the 
articles o( pride, covetousness, and luxury. 

If he not only demands the worship, both 
of body and soul, for those who are not God, 
but actually gives to these false gods the 
outward form of images before which his fol- 
lowers prostrate themselves, as the heathen 
do before their idols — it is evident that such 
a course falls in with the Scriptural agcount 
of the lamb who had the voice of a dragon, 
who made an image of the beast, and com- 
pelled all men to worship it. Here is the 
friend and patron of spiritual fornication, or, 
in other words, of idolatry. 

If, lastly, this supposed power makes use 
of the temporal swords of the kings under his 
dominion, for the cruel abuse, and horrid 
persecution unto death, of myriads of the fol- 
lowers of the Lamb ; if he rejoices in his 
aiitos da fe, and delights in the wreathing 
agonies of the saints who are consumed, 
through his interference with the civil magis- 
trate, by slow fires ; if he invents every spe- 
cies of torture, that he may torment all those 
who resist his reign and deny his sanctity — 
it must surely be allowed that here we have 



ON THE USURPATION OF 

f 3 pTaclical representalion of anticlirial, who 
wounds and slays the. children of God ; and 
1^ in whose bosom is found the blood of hia 
i taints and niariyra, 

1 All these things have marked the hisloTy 
t of Borne spiritual— the Babylon of the Apo- 
t calypae ; and the resemblance of the pro- 
■ phetic future with tlie historic record appears 
. lo me to afford some very strong indications, 
if not irresistible proof, that ihe antichrist of 
I the New Testament and Rome spiritual (in- 
cluding all that is found uf the like nature 
under other nimesi) are ONE and the same. 
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In the preceding account of aniiclirisi 
abundant evidence is afforded that the main 

, featureoftbiH unholy power is the assumption. 

\ -under spiritual pretences, of temporal autho- 
rity, followed by an actual mastery over the 
kings and nations of the world, and by the 
practice ofbloody cruelties, in the persecution 
of the children of God. This Scriptural pic- 
ture of thai which was foreknown ofthe Lord, 
and foretold by his inspired servants in the 
apostolic age, has at once Slled and stained 
the page of history during a long course of 
ages. Never was portrait more frightful, and 
at the same time more accurate, than that 
which the pea of prophecy was impelled to 
draw of that " spiritual wickedness in high 
places " which has since developed its " work- 
ing," to the astonishment of every reflecting 
observer, and to the distress and degradation 
of mankind. 

During the first three centuries of the 
Christian era ihe religion of Jesus found its 
way into ihe world, without the compulsory 
influence of any temporal power. Neither 
the sword of the warrior nor ihatof the magis- 
trate was unsheathed fur its promotion and 
support. On the contrary, the kingdoms of 
this world — and more especially the iron 
power of the Romans — were ranged on the 
opposite side, and fought against the army of 
ihe Lamb. That army used no carnal wea- 
pons in its defence ; the armour which every 
soldier in it wore, is 'detailed by an apostle — 
the breast-plate of righteousness, the shield 
o( faitb, the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit. Truth was the banner 
of the followers of our blessed Lord ; that 
banner was inscribed with the moltoof" Love 
to God and Man," and it was upheld by mul- 
titudes of the meek of the earth, who, llk.e' 
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clothed in white robes, 
of victory in their hands — 
Id " come out o( great iTthulalion, 
and had washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb." 

Undoubtedly there were numerous corrup- 
tions which, even in those early ages, had 
crept into the life and character of professing 
Christians ; yet the description now given 
was justly applicable lo very many ; and . 
thus, in despite of all the raging ofthe heaihen, 
and all the bufietings of ^alan. true religion 
sped its course, and at last, to an astonishing 
extent, pervaded the civilized world. 

But now a vast change awaited ibe des- 
tinies of the church. Early in the fourth 
century the Emperor Conslaniine adopted 
her as bis own. The slate formed an alli- 
ance with her, and undertook, by the inter- 
vention of secular authority and human power, 
to defend her interests and to promote her 
cause. True, indeed, it is. that some of the 
emperors who followed, adopted a different 
course ; but, on the whole, the world smiled 
upon her. The professing people of God 
gradually fell into the arms of the civil ma- 
gistrate, and learned to place their depedance 
on the arm of flesh. 

As time flowed onward, corruptions in- 
creased, and, under the gradually deepening 
shadows of a long and dark night of apostacy, 
the assumption of temporal power on the 
part of the nominal church of Chtiat became 
more and more daring. No longer was tha 
hierarchy satisfied wiih the support and pro- 
tection of the civil magistrate ; but kings and 
princes must now fall under his dominion. 
The Ion horns of the beast, i. e., probably, 
the European states and kingdoms, into which 
the Roman empire was divided, bowed under 
the rod of the false prophet ; or, in other 
words, of the second beast who bad the 
visage of a kmb but the voice of a dragon. 
Rome spiritual not only obtained possession — 
unlike the Leviies of old — of a territory of her 
own ; but, with the resistless power of a 
magician, humbled the proudest monarcbs at 
her feet, employed them as slaves to hold 
her stirrups, and pretended to have authority 
to dispose of their dominions at her pleasure : 
to set up kings, and to bring them down ; as 
being herself in the pkceof God.ihellluec^ 
ofallkifte,B-, \.'RBV.ii&^sS.T»i-*i.«.V.i*»«R.-*BSfc 
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In the meantime, the true church fled into 
the wilderness, and was nourished with 
heavenly manna, in the holes and caves of 
the earth. Few in number, and scattered in 
place, the faithful followers of the crucified 
Jesus — themselves crucified to the world, 
and the world to them — worshipped God in 
privacy and retirement. But from age to 
age they were the children of tribulation, and 
the rage of their enemies pursued them into 
their most covert retreats. Finally, after the 
truth had broken forth, and openly manifested 
itself in the Reformation, the flames of a most 
barbarous persecution were lighted on every 
side, and the blood of the poor innocents was 
I poured fourth in vast abundance into the lap 
of antichrist. Here was the work apd here 
the triumph of Satan, who was a liar and 
murderer from the beginning. Kings and 
queens, with their subordinate oflicers, kindled 
those flames, and kept them burning for the 
destruction of the righteous, under the resist- 
less commands of their mother and supreme 
ruler, Rome spiritual. By ruthless assassi- 
nation, by cruel warfare, by various kinds of 
torture, by the sword and the fires of the 
magistrate, myriads of sincere believers in 
Jesus fell victims to the professing church 
of Christ, in possession of temporal power. 
That power has since become comparatively 
weak and broken ; but were it fully restored, 
ia there not too much reason to believe that 
the same iniquities would be re-enacted un- 
der the same pretence of holiness and truth ? 
That there is to be observed a most extraor- 
dinary revulsion, in the present day, toward 
the papal system, is notorious. Many are 
they, in various countries, and in diflerent 
classes of society, who have actually given in 
their adherence to Rome spiritual ; and many 
more are they, in our own land, and even in 
America, who. While they profess to have no 
connexion with her, have 'openly adopted 
most of her tenets and principles, and seem 
more than half disposed to find a resting-place 
in her bosom. Let her once more become 
the dominant church in Great Britain and 
Ireland — let the sword of the magistrate be 
once more fairly under her command — and 
who shall say that the blood of those who 
bear a consistent testimony against her super- 
stition and idolatry, will not flow as freely 
ftod copiously as in days of old ? The same 
principles, in possession of the same power, 
may, in all probability, be productive of the 
same eflects. 

While I am one of those who, on this and 

other grounds, consider the progress of popery 

U^ be highly alarming, I am by no means 

dupaaed to uaderrate the pentonal piety of 



many members of the papal communion/ 
The Roman Catholic church holds many of 
the essential doctrines of the Christian reli- 
gion, and holds them with a firm hand ; and, 
independently of the evangelical character 
of Jansenism, (which can hardly be classed 
with the papal system,) there can be no dotibt 
that there is much of devotional feeling, and 
some true Christian faith and holiness, to be 
found within her borders. Great and nume- 
rous as are her superstitions, and prevalent 
as is the infidelity to which they have led, 
the truth, as it is in Jesus, has not been with- 
out its influence on the heart of a Fenelon, 
and on the hearts of many other members of 
that church, who have truly loved the Lord 
who bought them. Again, when I speak of 
that church in her character of mistress of 
the beast of ten horns, which wounds and 
slays the followers of Christ, I do not forget, 
and have no wish to conceal, that so far as 
this is the peculiar characteristic of antichrist, 
it is far from being confined to the Romish 
hierarchy. 

The church, in possession of temporal 
power, and abusing it by acts of persecution, 
has presented itself to the attention of man- 
kind, and has claimed its portion of the 
bloody page of history, under many forms 
besides that of the papacy. The papists 
themselves have suffered and died under the 
hands of their religious opposers in power. 
King Henry VIII . and Queen Elizabeth 
found their victims under the notion of he- 
resy, as well as Mary. Under the sway of 
Kings Charles I. and II. the nonconformists 
suflered deeply from those, against some of 
whose doctrines and practices they bore a 
righteous testimony. And when they were 
themselves in power,^ under Cromwell, they 
had little mercy on others who dared to diflfer 
from their own system. In New England 
they led the unoflending Quakers to the 
gallows, who thus expiated their crime of 
preaching the gospel to the poor in a man- 
ner contrary to the notions of the ruling 
church. There are, indeed, few Christian 
sects which have suflered so much from the 
fury of religious persecution as the Friends. 
During the reign of King Charles II. more 
especially, when all assembling for public 
worship, except in the established church, 
was forbidden by law, the Quakers alone, of 
all the Christian denominations, persevered 
in holding their meetings ; at the same time^ 
when carried into courts of justice, they re- 
fused to take the oath of allegiance, in obe- 
dience to the command of Christ, *' Swear 
not at all ;" and they also refused to pay 
tithes to the cUrgy^ la cemembrance of ano* 
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ther of our Lord's precepts, " Freely ye have 
received, freely give." In consequence of 
their faithfulness in all these respects, and 
especially because of the holding of their 
meetings for divine worship, they were cast, 
in great numbers, into filthy dungeons, and 
we're there mixed up with the vilest felons. 
Id the meantime their houses were ransacked 
and their goods spoiled ; and many of them 
died in prison, in consequence of long con- 
finement, and other harsh treatment. But 
their patience did not fail them, and often did 
those noisome prisons resound with the praises 
of that Saviour on whose behalf they were 
content to sufifer. 

It is the shame of Protestantism that even 
in the present day religious liberty is sacri- 
ficed to the unrighteous attempt to enforce 
uniformity of worship, in accordance with 
that view of Christianity which happens to 
be dominant in any particular country. With- 
in the last few years, while the Lutherans 
ivere persecuted in Prussia^ under the sanc- 
tion of the reformed church of that country, 
(a persecution which, under the present be- 
nevolent monarch) has happily ceased,) the 
Lutherans themselves, in Hanover, Ham- 
burgh, and the kingdom of Denmark, being 
the established religionists, have been ac- 
tively engaged in persecuting others. The 
ideal notion of perfection in the things of re- 
ligion, in these states, is uniformity ; the ac- 
tual effects produced are bonds, confiscation, 
and imprisonment on the one hand, and, on 
the other, a prevailing religious lifelessness, 
with infidelity at the bottom. Every one 
knows that this, to a great extent, is a just 
description of the countries which range, on 
the plan of uniformity, under the papal ban- 
ner — for example, Italyvand Spain. The 
great hope of France, in matters of religion, 
is the late dissolution of the alliance of the 
state with a single form of Christianity. Yet 
popery is rampant in that country ; and it is 
impossible to say how soon the degree of 
religious liberty which now prevails may be 
smothered, under the influence of a bigoted 
priesthood, backed by the missionary zeal of 
a hosts of Jesuits. 

From the remarks which have now been 
made, the reader will perceive that my views 
of antichrist are far from being restricted to 
the Romish church. Wherever any portion 
of the professing church of Christ enters into 
alliance with the state, and avails itself of the 
sword of the magistrate, in order to enforce 
uniformity in religion and worship, and to 
persecute and punish all who resist the 
decree, there, in my opinion, antichrist is 
enthroned and operative^ In the several 



churches which have pursued this course 
there may be upheld much of sound doctrine ; 
and it is freely allowed that they contain 
many members who are true disciples of our 
Lord Jesus Christ ; but as far as they wield 
the sword of the magistrate in the work of 
.persecution, so far they imbody the anti* 
christ of Scripture, the man of sin, the false 
prophet, who rules over the beast often horns 
— being himself the head of the beast ; even 
of that beast which unites the natures of the 
leopard, the bear, and the lion, and wounds 
and slays the children of God. Yet unques- 
tionably this character, in a very especial 
and pre-eminent manner, has marked the 
annals of the Romish hierarchy. 

With the strange anomaly which wo 
have now been considering — the professing 
church of God in possession of temporal 
power, and abusing it for the affliction and 
destruction of the true followers of Christ — 
we must now contrast the Scriptural account 
of the kingdom or reign* of God, of heaven, 
or of Christ — by which several expressions 
only one kingdom is intended. Many and 
various are the passages of Scripture which 
relate to this kingdom — in the Prophets, the 
Psalms, the Gospels, the Epistles, the Reve- 
lation. They are too numerous to quote ; 
but, from a general view of them, the reader 
will scarcely fail to draw the following de- 
ductions : 

1 . The kingdom of God is set up in this 
world, and perfected in the world to come, 
by divine power, independently of all human 
authority. The little stone, which is des- 
tined to fill the whole earth, is cut out of the 
mountain ** without hands. ^^ 

2. This kingdom is of a nature wholly dif- 
ferent from that of the kingdoms of the world. 
'* It cometh not by observation." It is 
<* within us." It is in its nature heavenly, 
spiritual, exercised over the hearts of meo^ 
unseen in its action, but manifested in its 
fruits. " The kingdom of God is not meat 
and drink, but righteousness, and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost." 

3. It is not to bo either defended or pro- 
moted by carnal weapons or the arm of flesh; 
" Our weapons," said one of the great ones 
in this kingdom — a very prince in the Israel 
of God — " are not carnal, but spiritual, and, 
mighty through God to the pulling down of 
strongholds," &c. " My kingdom is not of 
this world," said the Saviour himself to Pi- 
late, ** else would my servants fight." 

4. The subjects of this kingdom — the sol- 
diers of its standing army — are the meek and 
humble followers of the Lamb ; all of every 
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name, class, profession, or country — Jew or 
Greek, male or female, Scythian, barbarian, 
bond or free — who are brought to repentance 
toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ — all who are delivered from the power 
of darkness, and translated into the kingdom 
of the dear Son of God. 

5. Of this kingdom Jesus, the risen and 
glorified Saviour, is, in the divine economy, 
the appointed Head — the Lord of Glory, the 
King of kings, who is sealed on the heavenly 
antitype of David's throne, there to rule and 
reign over the universal church, to all eternity 
Now, Jesus is the Prince of Peace. Absolute 
Sovereign as he is of his own church, and o' 
the universe for the church's sake, he requires 
not the interference of human monarchs in 
the support and maintenance of his kingdom : 
and the one grand means by which he secures 
these objects is, the injiuence of tite Holy 
Ghost. While the Scriptures contain a clear 
account of the principles on which his reign 
is founded, and of the laws by which his peo- 
ple are governed, he deals immediately with 
the hearts and affections of men ; he humbles 
their pride, obliterates their sins in his own 
blood, leads them in paths of righteousness, 
sanctifies them in body, soul, and spirit, and 
spreads over them his own banner, which is 
Love. 

Such being the true character of the king- 
dom of Christ, (commenced and carried for- 
ward on earth, and perfected in heaven,) it is 
evident that nothing can be more foreign from 
its nature or more opposed to its principles, 
than the assumption of temporal power for 
ecclesiastical purpos es — much more the abuse 
of that power in a work which is peculiarly 
marked in Scripture as the work of Satan, 
(Rev. 2 : 13) — i. e., persecution. To defend 
the cause of Christ against even its enemies, 
by the sword, is forbidden to the Christian ; 
to lay waste that cause by the persecution of 
his faithful followers, is not only unlawful, 
but diabolical. 

It is to be hoped tliat the more reflecting 
and moderate of all classes of profossing 
Christians are prepared to unite in these sen- 
timents ; but this is a subject on which it is 
impossible to take up our rest at any half- 
way house. The most important principles 
are involved in the discussion, and these 
principles must be fully fathomed, and their 
legitimate results fairly developed. - 

If in any country certain political privi- 
leges are restricted to any one denomination 
of Christians ; if Christians of other names 
and sects are excluded from these privileges 
by the law of the land ; and, again, if persons 
of one form of faith, conscientiously adopted, 



or received by education, are constrained to 
make pecuniary sacrifices, jn order to support 
another form of the same faith, from which 
they dissent — it must be allowed that these 
are so many new types of a compulsory, and, 
therefore, of a persecuting system in matters 
of religion ; and are, in point of radical prin- 
ciple, as much at variance with the true na- 
ture and character of the kingdom of Christ, 
as the sword or the fire of the magistrate, the 
gibbet or scaffold of the executioner. It is 
the interference of the authority of man with 
the prerogative of the Great Head of the 
church ; it is the cramping of the liberty of 
the Spirit, and of the inalienable rights of 
conscience. As long as the peaceable duties 
of the subject and citizen are performed, and 
every practice avoided which is at variance 
with the law of the land in temporal matters, 
or oppqied to the welfare of the body politic 
— so long it is evident that Christians of 
every name ought to be in possession of equal 
political rights, and ought to be permitted to 
pursue their own religious course withoat 
molestation or interference. 

It is easy to perceive that the unjust pro- 
visions to which we have now alluded are 
the natural consequence of the alliance of 
church and state. When one particular form 
of Christianity is adopted by the state as its 
own — when a marriage takes place between 
them, and each becomes pledged to support 
the other — it inevitably follows that Chris- 
tians of other denominations are placed 
under disadvantageous and degrading circum- 
stances. And in whatsoever degree such cir- 
cumstances are alleviated, these nonconfor- 
mists are still in some measure treated as 
" strangers and foreigners," and not as " fel- 
low-citizens with the saints and of the house- 
hold of God." So also it is unquestionable 
that the higher grades of persecution have 
arisen out of the same alliance between church 
and state. The state adopts the church 
under some particular form as its own ; and 
the church, on her part, lays claim to all the 
powers of the state, for the support of her 
cause, and for the punishment and destruction 
of her opposers. To this alliance must be 
ascribed all the horrors of the inquisition ; all 
the blood which flowed in the massacre of 
St. Bartholomew ; all the martyr-fires which 
were lighted by Queen Mary of England ; 
all the sufferings of the Quakers in the 17tb 
century ; all the bonds and vexations which 
are at this very time endured by dissentients 
in many parts of Protestant Europe ; and, 
until the system of marrying the church to 
the state is renounced, there can be no se- 
curity against the recurrence of those direful 
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scenes which peculiarly distinguish the cha- 
racter of antichrist, and verify the portrait 
drawn, in the Holy Scriptures, of the " man 
of sin." 

Were the views which have now been 
advanced, generally adopted among profess- 
ing Christians, the great Head of the church 
might surely be trusted for conducting the 
affairs of his own kingdom — a kingdom not 
of this world — in such a way as would best 
promote the welfare of his subjects, and his 
own glory. He would put it into the hearts 
of his followers (as has already been the 
case) to unite in the general dissemination 
of those Holy Scriptures which contain the 
only divinely authorized record of the doc- 
trines which we are all bound to believe, 
and of the moral principles which ought to 
regulate our actions. In the meantime the 
gentle, but constraining, influences of his 
Spirit would be moving, according to his 
own good pleasure, on the hearts of men — 
convincing them of sin, humbling them in the 
very dust, breaking them down into repen- 
tance toward God, and inspiring them with 
a living faith toward the Saviour of men. 
Thus would he enlarge the boundaries of 
his righteousi government, while those who 
already belong to it would be built up in Him, 
and gradually prepared for a translation to 
the inheritance of the saints in glory. In 
carrying on this work, he would doubtless 
employ, as he ever has done, the instrumen- 
tality of men. He would raise up his servants 
for the purpose, according to his own wisdom ; 
he would anoint them with the oil of his 
kingdom ; and thus would not only call them 
into his service, but qualify them for their 
work. He would also secure in due season, 
for the protection of his people and for the 
fartherance of his cause, the friendly counte- 
nance of the powerful of the earth. Kings 
would become, not by exclusive laws, but by 
influence and example ^ the nursing fathers of 
the church, and queens her nursing mothers. 
Yet all men would see and understand that 
the work is the Lord's. All the glory would 
be unquestionably due, and not only due, but 
rendered, to the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, one God blessed for evermore. 



CHAPTER IV. 

ON THB SPIRITUAL POWER OF THE 
PRIESTHOOD. 

In the preceding chapter we have consi- 
dered the usurpation, by the hierarchy, of 
temporal po wer, and the dreadful abuse which 



has been made, by the priesthood, of the 
magistrate's sword. We may now direct our 
attention to the spiritual power of the same 
priesthood, gradually assumed as primitive 
Christianity became corrupted, and advancing 
to a most extravagant height, under the papsd 
system. 

I conceive that there is no feature which 
so prominently marks the character of anti- 
christ as the former one now mentioned, viz., 
the usurpation and abuse, by the ministers of 
religion, of temporal power. If, however, 
we find those ministers usurping a spiritual 
authority over the church itself, which is 
foreign from their calling ; if we find them 
attempting to exercise functions which belong 
only to Christ, the great Head of the church 
— it must be confessed that here is another 
feature of the power which interferes with 
the righteous government of Christ, and, 
therefore, stands opposed to Him, 

The particulars of this subject, as they 
are developed under the papal system, are 
familiar to most persons. They may be 
divided into two parts ; first, the. sway of the 
hierarchy over the subordinate members of 
their own class ; and, secondly, the rule of the 
priesthood over the laity. In both respects 
the apostolic precept, *' neither be ye lords 
over God's heritage," is set aside, and the 
power of the clergy is found to amount to 
despotism. There is probably no institution 
in the world in which the system of absolute 
rule on the one h^nd, and implicit obedience 
on the other, is carried to so great a height 
as in that of the Romish hierarchy. The 
inferior clergy are completely subject to the 
superiors who are placed over them ; these 
again to their superiors ; and all, including 
the highest dignitaries, to the pope, who 
claims to be the successor of St. Peter in 
the bishopric of Rome, and sole vicar and 
representative of the Lord Jesus Christ upon 
earth. This system of absolute rule not only 
applies to the regular clergy, but to all the 
orders of monks, nuns, and friars. A perfect 
obedience to superiors is the main law of 
all these bodies ; and many of them are 
regulated on a strictly military principle. 
There is no army in the world more exactly 
arranged, more elaborately disciplined, more 
absolutely governed, or more effective in ac- 
tion, than the order of the Jesuits. Zealous, 
steady ,^ and unceasing are they in their ope- 
rations, which are ramified in a thousand 
dififerent directions ; ever opposed to all that 
is opposed to popery; ever aiming at the 
reduction of the world under the banner of 
Rome ; ever pushing forward towai# that 
vast object \ calliu^^ll \.Vw^. ^jwr.'^^ ^^bssbk^ 
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policy into their service, weaving the web of 
the most plausible sophistry, and casting this 
dangerous network over the souls of men ; 
unscrupulous as to the means, (if we are to 
l^elieve Pascal and the Jansenists,) because 
the end is, in their view, sancrtified. The 
great secret of their success, and of the 
success of the whole papal system, is con- 
tained in these words — despotic rule, 

IMPLICIT OBEDIENCE. 

The more we reflect on this vast fabric of 
internal government — a system to which the 
world presents no parallel — the more we 
shall perceive that it is the very masterpiece 
of hunian policy ; nay, that it is so far super- 
human, that if we dare not trace it to the 
wisdom which cometh from above — and this 
we cannot do — we are almost compelled to 
bplieve that some dark power, stronger and 
more crafty than man, is the trup author of 
this professedly spiritual building. If so, it 
will be found but frostworl; after all, and will 
melt away in due season, before the bright 
beams of the Sun of rigliteousness, when He 
shall again arise upon the earth, as the 
glorious and all-suflicient Head of his owp 
church, with healing on his wings. 

While we acknowledge the perfection of 
this policy in a worldly point of view, a 
close examination of Scripture will serve to 
convince us that Christianity contains no 
warrant whatsoever for any such systepi ; 
but that, on the contrary, such a plan of 
church government i^ in open opposition to 
the simplicity of the gospel of Christ. 

In the first place, it is the clear doctrine of 
Scripture that Jesus Christ himself is the 
High Priest of our profession j and that he 
actually governs his church, on earth as we}l 
as in heaven, by the gentle touches of his love 
and power, by the immediate influences of 
his Holy Spirit. He never appointed a re- 
presentative or viceroy, on whom the oflSce 
might devolve of reigning over the visible 
church in his stead ; one whose supreme will 
should be law to all the subordinate orders of 
his servants or ministers. Christ himself is 
represented in Scripture as the antitype of 
Moses, the ruler of the household of Gk)d. 
Moses was faithful in that household as a 
servant of Gpd, under whose authority he 
acted : f* Christ, as 9. Son, over his own 
house." When we read of a spiritual poten- 
tate on earth who assumes the right of ruling 
the family of God according to his own good 
will and pleasure, yet as God's vicegerent, 
we read of that which may have some faint 
Bhadow of a resemblance in the Jewish high- 
pneBimod, but which is utterly at variance 
miih ibe CfjfisUaa dispensation under which 



Christ himself is the sole absolute ruler, and 
ever present helper of his people. 

Had it been the will of the Great Head of 
the church to appoint a supreme viceroy, such 
as the pope assumes to be, he would surely 
have invested some one of the apostles with 
this vast function, and would have defined the 
law of future succession. But no such cir- 
cumstance is recorded, or in the most distant 
manner alluded to, in the New Testament. 
True indeed it is that Peter, with all his faults, 
was pre-eminent in faith and love ; and, after 
our Lord*s ascension, was foremost in plead- 
ing the cause of his master, and in feeding 
the little flock of the disciples of Jesus. But 
this apostle was invested by his Lord with 
no supreme authority over his brethren, nor 
is there the slightest ground for supposing 
that he exercised any such authority after 
the ascension of Christ. 

In order to a full clearing of the subjectj 
it may be well to advert to the passage of our 
Lord's discourses on which the Roman Catho- 
lic church builds her faith in the supremacy 
of Peter: see Matt. 16: 13-20. "When 
Jesus came ipto the coasts of Cesarea Phi- 
lippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom 
do men say that I, the son of man, am ? And 
they said, Some say that thou art John the 
B9.ptist, some Elias, and others Jeremias, or 
one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But 
whom say ye that I am ? and Simon Peter 
answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God. And Jesus answered 
and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon 
Bar-jona ; for flesh and blood hath not reveal- 
ed it unto thee, but my Father which is in 
heaven. And I say also unto thee, that thou 
art Peter, and upon this rock {Kal hri ravrxj r^ 
TTcrpft) I will build my church, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it. And I 
will give ynto thee the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven : and whatsoever thou shah bind 
oil earth shall be bound in heaven ; and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall 
be loosed in heaven. Then charged he his 
disciples that they should tell no man that he 
was Jesus the Christ." Almost immediately 
afterward we find Peter rebuked by his Mas- 
ter fbr his carnal and worldly views : •* Get 
thee behind me, Satan ; for thon savourest 
not the things that be of Go^, but those that 
be of men." 

These words of severe rebuke aflford a 
strong indication that the preceding declara- 
tion is to be understood in no sense which 
can involve the exaltation of Peter above hit 
brethren. 

It appears to be wholly at variance with 
the scope of the gospel, to imagine that onr 
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Saviour here represented his poor, exring ser- 
yant,^so zealous, and yet so weak, as the rock 
on which his church was to be built. If, how- 
ever, the expressions, " On this rock or stone 
(Trerppt) I will build my church," have any 
reference to Peter, it must surely be in a 
subordinate sense, and must be understood 
as alluding to his eminent services, in unison 
with the other apostles, in preaching the 
gospel both to Jews and Gentiles, and thus 
through the power of the Holy Spirit es- 
tablishing Christianity in the world. It is 
on this ground, doubtless, that the twelve 
foundations of the New Jerusalem are de- 
scribed in the Revelation as composed of 
precious stones, each of its peculiar colour, 
and marked with the names of the twelve 
apostles of the Lamb. Paul also, in his epis- 
tle to the Ephesian converts, salutes them as 
persons who were " no more strangers and 
foreigners, but of the household of faith — 
built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets," &c. The preaching of the apos- 
tles was, in its nature, fundamental ; it had 
respect to that Saviour who is himself the 
only rock on which is built the superstructure 
of truth, and the fabric of the true and living 
church : and no sooner do we de'j^art from 
the ground which was thus clearly marked 
out by the apostles, than we are at sea in 
the things of God, exposed to every wind of 
human opinion, and liable to be wrecked in 
every storm which may be raised by the 
power and craftiness of the enemy of our 
souls. In the proper sense of the terms, 
Christ has no human partner or fellow in 
his character of the Foundation. The doc- 
trine of Scripture on this subject is most ex- 
plicit : " Other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid, which is Christ Jesus :" 1 
Cor. 3:11; oomp, Isa. 28 ; 16. 

So far, then, as Peter was instrumental in 
founding the Lord*s church on earth, he was 
one in dignity and function, (though a leader 
among them in point of love, zeal, and suc- 
cess,) with the rest of the apostles. But ijt is 
surely far more consistent with the whole 
tenor of the New Testament to understand 
the words of Jesus as applying to our Saviour 
himself. Peter says : " Thou art the Christ, 
the son of the living God." Jesus answered, 
" On this rock^l will build my church, and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it." 
The answer was explicit ; and that it was 
well understood by Peter is evident from the 
uniform tenor of Jus discourses and writings, 
in all which he never directed the attention 
of the people to himself, but always to Christ: 
" If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gra- 
cious, to whom coming as unto a livuto stone, 



&c., ye also as lively stones are built tip a 
spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to ofkr 
up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to Go^ 
through Jesus Christ. Wherefore also it i9 
contained in the Scripture, Behold, 1 lay in 
Zion (for a foundation — Hebrew) a chief 
coRNER-sTONB, elcct, procious, and he that 
believeth on Him shall not be confounded :^' 
1 Pet. 2 : 3-6. 

With respect to the expressions which fol- 
low, I conceive that to hold the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven is perfectly synonymous 
with possessing the power of binding or 
loosening. The blessed truths which JPeter 
preached were the means of opening the door 
of the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
Thus the keys of that door were placed in 
his hands ; and, in his capacity of an inspired 
apostle, the power was given to him both of 
loosening and binding the captive soul. The 
willing and obedient hearers of these glad 
tidings were delivered from all their bonds. 
On the contrary, those who resisted the truths 
of Christianity, experienced the confirmation 
and aggravation of their spiritual captivity. 
The very dust of the feet of the apostles was 
shaken off against them. These inspired 
preachers, who were " a savour of life unto 
life " to some, were thus to others '* a savour 
of death unto death.'* Such I apprehend to 
l^e the true intent of this promise ; but, what- 
ever was its meaning, it marked no peculiar 
authority or dignity in Peter above his bre- 
thren. These functions and privileges be- 
longed to all the anointed servants of Christ ; 
and we soon afterward find the same power 
committed to the disciples in a body : '' Verily 
I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven ; and what- 
soever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed 
in heaven : again I say unto you, That if two 
of you shall agree on earth as touching any- 
thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for 
them of my Father which is in heaven ; for 
where two or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midst of them :" 
Matt. 18: 18-20. 

Not a shadow of evidence remains that 
Peter was invested with a viceregal authority- 
over the church. That, in point of fact, he 
possessed no such superiority, and exercised 
no such power, is evident from Paul's decla- 
ration that he (Paul) was " not a whit behind 
the very chiefest apostles :" 2 Cor. 11:5; 
also from the fact, elsewhere recorded, that, 
when Peter failed to maintain the libierty of 
the gospel among the converts at Antioch, 
Paul " withstood him to his face ;** and re- 
proved him without the smallest reserve or 
ceremony* Q^- *3L\ \\-*i.\» ^\ -m' 
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Peter who governed Paul ; nor can it be 
the supposed successors of Peter who 
govern the ministers of the Lord in the 
present day ; it is Christ, ihe High Priest 
of our profession, who was the only master 
of Peter and Paul, and of all the prophets, 
apostles, and evangelists of primitive Chris- 
tianity ; and who is Still the only master of 
the living ministers of his own gospel. No- 
thing can be more to the point, in reference 
to the present subject, than some of the con- 
versations of our Lord with his disciples. 
The question, " which of them should be the 
greatest," or '* the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven," was a subject of eager dispute 
and discussion among the followers of Jesus ; 
but their divine Master gave no countenance 
to any such ambitious views as they in their 
weakness were prone to entertain. He set 
a little child in the midst of them as a pat- 
tern, and said : " He that is least among you 
all, the same tshall be great :" Luke 9 : 46, 
48 ; Matt. 18: 1-4 ; Mark 9 : 34-37. On 
another occasion he gave them explicit direc- 
tions to the same effect : *' Be not ye called 
Rabbi, (or Master,) for one is your master, 
«vea Christ, and all ye are brethren:" 
Matt. 83 : 8. 

The view now taken of the immediate rule 
of Christ over his people is confirmed by 
the well-known circumstance, that the pri- 
mitive church, scattered as it was, over many 
cities and countries, was never arranged 
as a single united fabric, under a scale of 
human officers — every one depending on his 
superior — and all on a single supreme ruler 
on earth. On the contrary, the congregations 
of Christians, both among the Jews and 
Gentiles, were severally independent in the 
matter of government. They were under the 
care of their own elders and overseers, and, 
with the help of this local government, con- 
ducted their own affairs — ^yet always in sub- 
jection to the supreme and immediate rule of 
the risen and glorified Saviour. He it was 
who, having ascended up on high, and having 
led captivity captive, poured forth the gifts 
and graces of his Holy Spirit according to 
his own will ; and " he gave some apostles, 
and some piophets, and some evangelists, 
and some pastors and teachers, for the per- 
fecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ :" Eph. 4 : 11,12. And He it is who 
•till selects, appoints, qualifies, and governs 
his own ministers, to whatsoever grade, and 
whatsoever denomination they may belong. 
We must now advert to the second point 
^-tbe ^wer of the priesthood over the lay 
mwaben of the church of Christ. That thia 



power, under the papal system, has advanced 
to an intolerable height, cannot be denied by 
those who have any acquaintance with the 
condition of the people in Roman Catholic 
countries, and especially, in Ireland, where 
the will of the priest, to a very great extent, 
is law to all the members of his congregation. 

The discipline of the church is wholly in 
the hands of the ecclesiastics, and that dis- 
cipline is often exercised with great severity. 
Confession and penance are fearful weapons, 
by which the less educated part of mankind, 
and not that part exclusively, are bowed and 
broken under the hands of the priesthood. 
Yet the terror of impending; penance is no- 
thing in comparison with the assumption of 
the power of binding and loosening, in the 
sense of retaining and forgiving sins. On 
the priest alone rests the divine prerogative, 
of absolution ; and, therefore, with the Papist, 
disobedience to the priest is death to the 
soul. Every act of religious liberty, every 
effort of the mind after a free inquiry into 
truth, every step toward an independent ex- 
ercise of the understanding and conscience 
in the things of God, is barred by the con- 
sideration that, if the priest is offended, 
absolutioa cannot be obtained, and the soul 
must, therefore, be lost. Again, it is noto- 
rious that in the view of those deluded 
votaries of the sacerdotal office, there is no 
safety for a dep|rting soul, unless certain 
viatica to heaven (the sacramental wafer 
and extreme unction, for example) can be 
obtained from the priest. Who, then, shall 
dare resist the authority of his ecclesiastical 
ruler, at the risk of being deprived of these 
viatica ? Or, if we take purgatory into view, 
what sincere adherent of the Romish system 
would venture, by disobeying his priest, to 
lose the benefit, after quitting this mortal 
scene, of the sacrifice of the massybr the dead! 

It is certain that all these superstitiooi 
have combined to throw a power over the laiiy 
more than despotic, into the hands of the 
Romish clergy ; nor will the calm and accu- 
rate observer fail to remark that both parties 
are deep sufferers from such a system. Its 
natural consequence among the clergy is 
bigotry and arrogance ; among the people, 
ignorance and superstition. 

Having thus adverted to jhe facts of the 
case, facts of the most notorious character, 
we may advance to the question, What savs 
the Scripture in reference to this subject ! 
And, in answering this question, we cannot do 
better than adduce, in the first place, a me- 
morable passage from the catholic epistle of 
Peter himself, in which he not only places 
himself on a ground of perfect equality widi 
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Lis brethren, but utterly repudiates the notion 
that those whom the Holy Ghost has appoint- 
ed to be overseers of the flock, are to exer- 
c ise lordship — by which we may understand 
a despotic power — over those who are com- 
mitted to their charge. " The elders which, 
are among you I exhort, who am also an elder 
(6 avfiTTpeafSvTepo^, an elder with them,) 
and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and 
also a partaker of the glory that shall be 
revealed. Feed the flock of God which is 
among you, taking the OTersight thereof, not 
by constraint, but willingly ; not for filthy 
lucre, but of a ready mind ; neither as being 
lords over (KaraKvpievovre^) God's heritage ; 
but as ensamples to the flock. . . . Likewise 
ye younger submit yourselves unto the elder ; 
yea, all of you be subject one to another, and 
be clothed with humility, for God resisteth 
the proud, and giveth grace to the humble :** 
1 Pet. ? : 1-5. 

From this passage it is evident that nothing 
analogous to the despotic spiritual power of 
the Romish priesthood was allowed in primi- 
tive days ; that, while the chosen servants of 
the Lord, who were elders in the truth, 
(whether they were so in years or not,) were 
engaged in superintending and feeding the 
Hock, they were not permitted to exercise a 
mastership over the body ; but that all the 
members of the church were to be subject one 
to another in love. On a farther investigation 
of the subject, I believe we shall find that 
the power of inflicting the discipline of the 
church rested not with the overseers, elders, 
or preachers in their distinct capacity, but 
with the church itself. Of this fact we have 
plain. Scriptural evidence in the following 
precept of Jesus : " Moreover, if thy brother 
shall trespass against thee, go and tell him 
his fault between thee and him alone ; if he 
shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 
But if he will not hear thee, then take with 
thee one or two more, &c. ; and if he shall 
neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church" 
&c. : Matt. 18: 15-17. It was the church, 
therefore, not the apostles only — nor the 
preachers or elders alone — but the whole 
body or congregation, to whom the final appeal 
was to be made in a matter of discipline, and 
by whom (under Christ) that matter was to 
be settled. 

It is a satisfactory circumstance that, in the 
epistles of Paul, we are furnished with an 
example in which our Lord's precept was in 
this respect carried into eflect. A member 
of the Corinthian church had committed an 
incestuous crime ; and what says the apostle 
on the occasion ? " For 1 verily, as absent 
in body, bat present in spirit, have judged 



already, as though I were present, concerning 
him that hath so done this deed. In the 
name of our I«ord Jesus Christ, when ye are 
gathered together, and my spirit, with the 
power of our Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver 
such a one unto Satan for the destruction of 
the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the 
day of the Lord Jesus . . . purge out, there- 
fore, the old leaven," &c. Here Paul, in 
his ap>ostolic character, directs, and righify 
directs, the action of the churchr Neverthe- 
less it is the church itself, the assembled 
body of Christians at Corinth, who were to 
act in this aflair of discipline, in dependance 
on the power of Christ ; to deliver up the 
oflender to Satan, (for the infliction, I suppose, 
of some disease) and to purge out the old 
leaven, by excommunication or disownment. 
There can be no doubt that the church at 
Corinth acted according to the apostle's 
injunction in the case ; and, in his second 
epistle, we find him calling on the same body 
— not the overseers and elders alone, but the 
church in its corporate capacity — to restore 
the now penitent believer to their unity and 
favour : see 1 Cor. 5 ; 2 Cor. 2. According 
to the primitive plan, therefore, the authority 
to inflict discipline rests not with any priest- 
hood, but with the body of Christ. The 
same may be said of confession, which, 
according to the apostolic plan, had nothing 
clerical in its bearing : " Confess your faults 
ONE to ANOTHBR, and pray one for another, 
that ye may be healed :" James 5 : 16. 

But it was not only in matters of discipline 
that the authority under Christ rested with 
the whole company of the believers. When 
regulations were to be made for the conduct 
of the Lord's people, it was the people them- 
selves who, wiih due regard to the judgment 
of their spiritual guides, enacted those regula- 
tions. Thus the decree respecting the free- 
dom of the Gentile converts from the yoke of 
the Jewish ceremonial law, was agreed upon 
by the assembled body of Christians at Jeru- 
salem, and was issued in the name of ** the 
apostles, and elders, and brethren .*" see Acts 
15: 4, 12, 22, 23. The government was 
essentially democratic, as it ^regarded the 
members of the body ; but it was a democracy 
like tliat of ancient Israel, under the imme- 
diate control and guidance of the Great Head 
of the church. The conclusion to which the 
church arrived on this occasion seemed good 
to the apostles, and elders, and brethren for 
this simple reason, that it also " seemed good 
to the Holy Ghost:" ver. 28. 

In the case of the incestuous member of 
the Corinthian church, we may observe rhat 
the assembly of Christians wUcK v 
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the disciplinary sentence, Ivas afterward ex- 
horted by the Apostle Paul to forgive the 
offender. This circumstance affords a clue 
to the most probable meaning of our Lord*s 
address to his disciples riecofded in John 20 : 
23. " Whosesoever sins ye remit) they are 
remitted unto them ; and whosesoever sins 
ye retain, they are retained." There is no 
reason to conclude that this commission was 
intended to be confined to the apostles ; it is 
rather to be regarded as declarative of the 
power which was to reside in the church, or 
whole body of believers in any place — Uiat 
of remitting or retaining the sins of trans- 
gressing members of the body so far as 
related to discipline. When the offender was 
excommunicated, or otherwise punished, and 
daring the continuance of the penalty, his sin 
was retained by the church ; and when again 
he was restored to favour, it was remitted or 
forgiven by his brethren ; and their decrees 
on the subject were ratified by the sanction 
and fiat of their divine Master, under the 
guidance of whose Spirit it was their privilege 
to act. But to apply this declaration to that 
retaining of sins of which the awful conse- 
quence is the fire never to be quenched ; and 
to that forgiveness of them, through which 
the penitent sinner, believing in the Lord 
Jesus, is delivered from the pains of hell, and 
obtains an immortality of bliss, is surely in 
the highest degree at variance with the prin- 
ciples of divine truth. Who can forgive sins 
but God alone ? was a question which the 
Pharisees asked, when Jesus forgave the 
palsied suppliant. Nor could any man fail 
to answer, no one. Sin is the transgression 
of the law of God ; and, in the very nature 
of things, none but God can pardon it, and 
absolve the sinner from its awful conse- 
quences. Jesus had " power on earth to for- 
give sins," because he was the Son of God 
—one with the Father. *' I, even I am he 
that blotteth out thine iniquities for mine own 
sake," said Jehovah to Israel, *' and will not 
remember thy sins," Isa. 43 : 25 ; and again, 
'* I will forgive their iniquities, and 1 will re- 
member their sins no more," Jer. 31 : 34. 
An apostle, under the immediate inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit, might, indeed, pronounce 
the forgiveness of sins ; but the act of par- 
don is a divine prerogative, which belongs 
exclusively to the Judge of all flesh, and may 
well be regarded as the brightest jewel in his 
crown of righteousness and glory. 

The assumption of a power to forgive sins, 

and all the odious consequences which have 

followed from it, form one of the principal 

Mniichnaiinn features of the papal hierarchy. 

Here is the bhsphemy of the " man of sin," 



in pretending to the possession of the most 
sacred of the divine attributes. Here is that 
sitting ''on the throne of God," and that exalt- 
ing of himself " above all that is called God," 
of which we read in Scripture. Here too 
is the mercantile abomination of Babylon, so 
vividly depicted in the visions of John. 
Money is poured into her treasury by the 
kings of the earth, and by their subjects and 
followers ; and the article received in return 
is the pope's pardon of sins that are past, 
and the pope's permission to sin for the 
future. The gross and enormous trafiic which 
Rome has carried on in this article of indul' 
gence to the sinful propensities of man, is 
certainly one of the strangest instances of 
human wickedness under the plea of religion 
that ever disgraced the history of our species. 
This professed angel of mercy is surely 
nothing better than Satan in transformation ; 
and'yet so transformed as to be scarcely con- 
cealed. That this system, which claims the 
power of absolution for man, and even sano 
tions his selling that blessed boon, is at ones 
immoral and impious, no reflecting Christian, 
whether Protestant or Roman Catholic, can. 
with any reason, deny. 

But, independently of the supposed power 
of absolution, there remains the sacerdotd 
authority, armed with the propitiatory sacrifice 
of the mass, by which to enthral the souls of 
men, and bring them under slavery to their 
spiritual guides. What, then, says the Scrip- 
ture first on the subject of sacrifice, and, 
secondly, on that of the sacerdotal office in 
the church of Christ ? It plainly indicates 
that under the gospel there is recognised no 
propitiatory sacrifice, but the one offering of 
Jesus on the cross ; and no one who holds 
the sacerdotal oflice, but the risen and glo- 
rified Saviour himself. 

]. A calm review of the doctrine of the 
New Testament on the subject of propitiation, 
may soon satisfy us that the popish inven- 
tion of the sacrifice of the mass is not only 
without the shadow of support from Scripture, 
but is opposed to some of the fundamental 
principles of Christianity. Christianity de- 
clares, in the first place, that the sacrifices 
ordained by the Jewish law were simply 
ceremonial in their nature ; that '* the blood 
of goats and of calves could not take away 
sin ;" that they were the mere types of 
good things to come ; and that, having now 
served their purpose in foreshadowing the 
sacrifice of Christ, they form no part of the 
religion or worship of the disciples of Jesos. 
In the meantime the one great ofiering of 
Christ on the cross is everywhere insisted 
on, in the New Testament, as the meaus of 
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our reconciliation with God, and as the sole 
ground of our deliverance from punishment, 
and of our hope of heaven. 

Our Saviour himself frequently alluded to 
this great doctrine : (John 3 : 14, Sic, :) and 
no one who has the least acquaintance with 
the New Tentament, can fail to be aware 
how frequently the propitiatory offering of 
Christ is dwelt upon by the apostles. The 
subject is concentrated in the declaration of 
Peter, that " we are not redeemed by cor- 
ruptible things, as silver and gold, from our 
vain conversation received by tradition from 
our fathers, but by the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a Iamb without blemish and 
-wirhout spot:" 1 Pet. 1 : 18, 19 ; and the uni- 
versality of the application of this sacrifice 
to mankind is set forth in the epistle of John : 
*' He was the propitiation for our sins, and 
not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole 
world :" 1 John 2 : 2. 

But in the epistle to the Hebrews more 
especially are we taught that the atoning 
death of Christ was the end and fulfilment 
of the shadows of the law ; and that this pro- 
pitiatioxi having been made once for all, all 
sacrifice for sin ceases. " For such a high 
priest became us, who is holy, harmless, un- 
defiled, separate from sinners, and made 
higher than the heavens, who needeth not 
daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacri- 
fice, first for their own sins, and then for the 
people ; for this he did once, having offered 
up himself :" chap. 7 : 26, 27. " For Christ 
is not entered into the holy places made with 
hands, which are the figures of the true, but 
into heaven itself, now to appear in the pre- 
sence of God for us : nor yet that he should 
offer himseU of ten^ as the high priest entereth 
into the holy place every year with the blood 
of others, (for then must he often have suffer- 
ed from the foundation of the world ;) but 
now ONCE, in the end of the world, hath he 
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself; and as it is appointed unto man 
once to die, and after that the judgment, so 
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of 
many, and unto them that look for him shall 
he appear, the second time, without sin (or 
a sin-offering) unto salvation :" chap. 9 : 24 
—28. Again ; " And every priest standeth 
daily ministering, and offering oftentimes the 
same sacrifices, which can never take away 
sins : but this man, after he had offered one 
sacrifice for sins, for ever sat down on th^ 
right hand of God .... for by one offering 
he hath perfected for ever them that are sanc- 
tified :" chap. 10: 11-14. 

To conclude, it is the clear doctrine of this 
inspired writer that if we sin wilfully after 



we have received the knowledge of the truth, 
(and have thus belied our faith in this one 
sacrifice,) ** there reraaineth no more sacru 
ficefor sin ;" the sacrifices of the Jewish lav^ 
are fulfilled, and, in point of authority, for ever 
abolished ; the one availing offering of Jesus 
Christ on the cross is rejected by the apos-^ 
tate who falls from grace ; and there remain* 
eth no other sacrifice whatsoever. 

When we aver, on apostolic authority, that 
" there remaineth no other sacrifice whatso* 
ever," we do not forget that true Christians 
of every name and class are " a holy nation, 
a royal priesthood," to offer up " spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ :" I Pet. 2 ; 5. They present their 
bodies and souls, even The whole man, " a 
living sacrifice," which is certainly no more 
than their " reasonable service :'* Rom. 12 ': 
1. They can give ear to the apostolic exhor* 
tation : " Let us go forth, therefore, unto him 
without the camp, bearing his reproach : for 
here we have no continuing city, but we seek 
one to come. By him, therefore. Jet us offer 
the sacrifice of praise continually, that is, the 
fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his name | 
but to do good and communicate forget not, 
for with such sacrifices God is well pleased :'* 
Heb. 13 ; 13-16. Such, and such only, are 
the sacrifices which Christianity recognises ; 
First, the one propitiatory offering of Jesus on 
the cross, by which alone we are redeemed, 
and to which mankind, all the world over^ 
and in every succeeding age, are freely in* 
vited to look, in simple faith, and without the 
mediatioaof any human priesthood, for the 
forgiveness of their sins : and, secondly, the 
grateful return, on the part of Christian be- 
lievers, of a loving and obedient heart, and 
of a life devoted to the service and glory o( 
God. 

2. From this Scriptural view of the subject 
it is abundantly evident that the Romish sacri-» 
fice of the mass, perpetually offered up, as it 
is, as a propitiation for sin, is not only unau- 
thorized by the gospel of .Tesus Christ, but is 
wholly opposed to its nature, character, and 
spirit. Now, where there is no sacrifice, 
there is no priest ; for sacrifice is the essen«* 
tial characteristic of the sacredotal ofRce. 
The continuance of that office, under the pa-* 
pal and hierarchial system, is nothing better 
than a recurrence to the old plan of Jewish 
worship, and stands opposed to the simplicity 
of the truth and spirituality of the gospel dis- 
pensation. A priest (lepevg, sacerdos) is 
not only a minister, but a mediator ; he stands 
between the people and their God ; he offers 
up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and after'* 
ward for those of the people. But, in thi9 
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glorious gospel day, as we know only one 
God, so we know only one ** Mediator be- 
tween God and man, the man Christ Jesus, 
who gave his life a ransom for all." 1 Tim. 
2:5. In the distribution of spiritual gifts and 
offices, we read that the risen and glorified 
Saviour " gave some apostles, and some pro- 
phets, and some evangelists, and some pas- 
tors and teachers, for the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ :" we read also 
of presbyters or elders, of bishops or over- 
seers, of deacons or servants ; but among all 
these we hear nothing whatsoever of the 
priest, the lepevg or sacerdos. We must, 
therefore, conclude that Jesus is the only 
priest of the Christian church. In Him the 
shadows of the law, and especially the whole 
sacrificial system, are for ever fulfilled. He 
has died, once for all, for the sins of the 
whole world : he is ever present with his 
people to bless them in the name of his Fa- 
ther ; he is their never-failing Advocate and 
Intercessor before the throne of God ; he 
carries the names of all the tribes of the true 
Israel, as on his breast-plate, before the Lord ; 
like Aaron, he bears the iniquity even of our 
" holy things." The Lord hath sworn and 
will not repent, saith the Father to the Son ; 
" Thou art a priest for ever after the order 
of Melchizedek." Uniting in himself the 
regal and sacerdotal ofiices, he both mediates 
and reigns, and supplies, in both respects, the 
whole need of his universal church. Eccle- 
siastical systems, invented by men, shall last 
their season, and then vanish. The finest 
fabrics of human policy, in the things of re- 
ligion, shall perish before the breath of the 
Lord Almighty ; but Jesus Christ, our only 
High Priest, is " the same yesterday, and to- 
day, and for ever," and " of the increase of 
his government and peace there shall be no 
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There is no point which more clearly 
betrays the identity of the antichrist of Scrip- 
ture with papal Rome, and none more marked 
and conspicuous in the history of her system, 
than her assumption of the power of working 
miracles. It may safely be asserted that the 
-wonders pretended to be wrought under the 
authority of the papacy are, practically speak- 
ing, innumerable. This is the portentous 
evidence — so overwhelming to the ignorant 
and superstitious mind — on which the Romish 
hierarchy has mainly relied in the support 
of her pretensions to universal empire, both 
temporal and spiritual. The legends of her 
jnonastenes and the stories of her saints 
(wliether suffering on earth or beatified in 



heaven) arc full of these sttange infractioitf 
of the order of nature. The greater part of 
these anomalies are marked by such obvious 
absurdity us to excite only the smile of de- 
rision ; yet they have served the purpose of 
deceiving, and keeping in sore captivitv, 
millions of ignorant devotees. Such delusions 
can be classed only with the tricks of the 
juggler. Others, undoubtedly, are more un- 
accountable in their nature, and more difficult 
of detection ; and may, perhaps, serve to re- 
mind us that evil spirits may still have some 
power permitted them over the lawsofnature, 
as in the days of Moses and the magicians. 
Let no man suppose that there is any real 
similitude between the *• lying wonders " of 
popery and the miracles of the New Testa- 
ment. The former are, as a whole, lighter 
than vanity ; the latter fixed and substantial 
as a rock. The diflference between them is 
to be observed in three essential particulars; 
first, the evidence of their reality — that of the 
Christian miracles being overpowering, while 
that of the popish wonders is notoriously 
weak ; secondly, their intrinsic nature — the 
Christian miracles being in every respect 
truly great, and worthy of their Author, while 
most of the popish wonders are puerile in the 
extreme ; and, thirdly, the character of the 
system which they are respectively intended to 
maintain. The Christian miracles are among 
the irrefragable supports of a religion of per- 
fect benevolence, justice, and holiness. The 
popish wonders are the wretched props of 
false and dangerous doctrine, and of usurped, 
unrighteous power. It is on the most rational 
grounds that the former demand our sincere 
and hearty credence ; and it is for reasons 
equally convincing that the latter must be 
calmly, but resolutely, disallowed. 



CHAPTER V. 

ON DIVINE WORSHIP. 

I. The first grand point in reference to 
divine worship, is the consideration of the 
Being or Beings to whom it is addressed. 
Honour and reverence paid even to human 
dignitaries, is sometimes included in the idea 
of worship ; as it is said, that all thex;ongre- 
gation of Israel bowed down and " worship- 
ped the Lord, and the king :" 1 Chron. 29 : 
20. But while, under the full light of the 
gospel dispensation, the impropriety of such 
acts of reverence, addressed to mortals, is 
very obvious, we are not to confound them 
with " divine worship " in its proper sense ; 
for this is such ^u uioi^xion t* «v&n^&e& the 
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existence of some divine attribute or attri- 
butes in the being or person to whom it is 
ofiered. Thus the prostration both of body 
and soul, which was frequently offered to 
our Saviour when on earth, had an obvious 
reference to the divine power which he pos- 
sessed, of* changing the order of nature in 
the working of stupendous miracles. The 
man born blind, on whom he had so gracious- 
ly bestowed perfect eyes and perfect vision, 
worshipped him as the Son of God ; the 
iif^ostles adored him in the same charatter, 
when he had displayed his control over the 
w^inds and waves, and had made the storm a 
calm ; and the leper bowed down before him 
as truly divine, in the belief that, by his fiat, 
Jesus could in a moment deliver him from 
his otherwise incurable disease. So also the 
martyr Stephen prayed to Jesus to receive 
his soul into heaven, and to forgive his per- 
secuiors. In all these instances the Son of 
God was visible to the worshipper ; but 
other examples are recorded in the New 
Testament, in which prayer was addressed 
to him as to an unseen Being : see Acts I : 
21-25 ; 2 Cor. 12 : 7-9. It does not ap- 
pear to me that any sound Christian can ob- 
ject to the adoration of the Son or of the Holy 
Spirit, because the Scriptures afford abundant 
evidence of the subsistence of each of them 
in the essence and unity of the Godhead ; 
but if there is any one principle more clearly 
laid down than another in the code of Holy 
Writ, it is that God alone is the proper object 
of spiritual or religious adoration ; and that 
if such worship is offered to any other being, 
it is a deadly offence against the majesty of 
heaven, and a sin of the deepest dye. 

Let us take that virtuous and faithful hand- 
maid of God, the blessed mother of our Lord, 
as our first example. So far as her history 
is developed in the gospels, we cannot but 
admire her character. Her simple belief in 
the angelic annunciation, and her child-like 
devotion to the will of God, are indeed ex- 
emplary. Her attendance beside the cross 
during the terrible sufferings of the dying 
Jesus, marked the triumph of affection and 
piety over all weakness and fear ; and even 
her too great zeal for the display of his mi- 
raculous power at Cana of Galilee, although 
it met with a timely reproof from hex Son, 
may be charitably ascribed to an ardent de- 
sire to behold his glory. But the mother of 
Jesus is not once mentioned in the apostolic 
epistles, or the Revelation. Honoured as 
she was among mortals, as the chosen vessel 
through whom the Word became incarnate, 
she lived as mortals live, and died as mortals 
die. There Is not the $mallest hii^t ii> Scrip* 



ture that she never sinned ; or that she en- 
tered heaven on any other ground than re- 
demption through the blood of the Saviour 
who was born of her. In constituting her 
the queen of heaven ; in adoring her in psalms, 
hymns, and prayers, as the mother of God ; 
in addressing her as an omnipresent being, 
in order to implore her intercession with the 
Farther and the Son ; in calling upon her 
for deliverance from a variety of evils, both 
temporal and spiritual, (an unquestionably 
common practice among the adherents of the 
papal system) it is surely undeniable that the 
church of Rome is guilty of ascribing; divine 
attributes. and of addressing divine worship 
to a creature — even a once fallen creature, 
like ourselves. Herein the name' of Blas- 
phemy is written on the forehead of the false 
prophet ; or of the second beast, who had 
the visage of the lamb with the voice of the 
dragon. 

The God of Israel is often described as a 
jealous God. He will admit of no rival in 
the worship of his people. Infinite is the 
distance, in point of dignity and power, be- 
tween Him and the most exalted of his crea- 
tures. " Before me," saith the Lord, ** there 
was no God formed, neither shall there bo 
after me. I, even I, am the Lord ; and be- 
side me there is no Saviour:" Isa. 43 : 10^ 
11. If the worship of Mary, who undoubt- 
edly occupied an exalted place in the plan of 
man's redemption, is utterly opposed to this 
sacred principle, the same remark still more 
obviously applies to the invocation of saints, 
whether they be apostles and evangelists of 
primitive times, or Romish devotees of a la- 
ter period. When the act of bodily prostra- 
tion was addressed by Cornelius to Peter, 
and indignantly rejected by him because he 
was " a man," little did the apostle imagine 
that prayers and invocations would afterward 
be addressed to him, and to a thousand other 
saints, real or supposed, as to so many unseen 
and spiritual beings. This worship is offered 
under the notion, in the first place, that, al- 
though dead and invisible, they can hear such 
addresses ; and, in the second place, that it is 
their ofiice to act as mediators or intercessors 
with the Father ; and are, moreover, endued 
with a divine power, to fence off every kind 
of sorrow and danger from those who trust 
in them. Among the more ignorant of the 
Romish communion these saints may truly 
be said to serve the purpose of tutelary dei- 
ties or demi-gods ; or, in other words, substi- 
tutes for Jehovah, in whose stead they are 
so frequently invoked as "mighty' to save 
and able to del\N^\" "^xsX ^^^^^.^^i^^^"^^'^ 
axe cA\e\l xx^xi W ^^ ^s^ ^SS^\««^ '^ "^^^ 
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gaging their intercession, the fact of their 
being freely addressed , on all occasions which 
may appear to require their advocacy, and in 
all places wheresoever the lot of their sup- 
pliants may be cast, clearly involves the ima- 
gination that they possess one of the highest 
and most glorious of the divine attributes — 
omnipresence. 

Respecting the angels, the question is ask- 
ed in Scripture, " Are they not all minister- 
ing spirits, sent forth to minister for them 
who are heirs of salvation V* This question 
supposes its own answer in the affirmative ; 
nor is it unreasonable to believe that the of- 
fice of kindness here ascribed to the angels, 
is shared by the departed spirits of those who 
have died in the Lord, and who are now for 
ever numbered among his saints in heaven. 
This is a cheering and comforting doctrine ; 
and we may gratefully acknowledge that 
there is a hidden tie of love and sympathy, 
which binds together, as in " the bundle of 
life," the members of the church militant with 
those of the church triumphant But such a 
doctrine affords no ground whatsoever for 
the invocation of saints. If we address our 
petitions to them, (be those petitions what 
they may,) we inevitably ascribe to them an 
ubiquity which belongs only to God ; and thus 
we involve ourselves in a blasphemous of- 
fence against Him who is the only right 
object of DIVINE worship. 

It is well remarked by Bishop Butler, in 
his Analogy, that, under the gospel dispensa- 
tion, new relations are revealed to us, which 
demand the exercise of corresponding affec- 
tions and feelings ; especially the relation to 
us of the Lord Jesus Christ as the appointed 
Mediator between God and man. The wor- 
ship of Christ, recognised and enforced by 
Christianity, involves an affiance of the soul 
to Him in this peculiar character ; and it is 
an affiance which admits of no rivalry. 
Hence it follows that the worship of Mary 
and the saints is not only blasphemy against 
the Father, inasmuch as it ascribes to them 
attributes exclusively belonging to God, (even 
omnipresence and a divine control over 
events ;) but blasphemy against the Son, be- 
cause it robs him of a large share of his me- 
diatorial office ; for wo are taught in Scrip- 
ture that, as there is One God, so there is 
One Mediator between God and man, the 
roan Christ Jesus ; even the incarnate and 
glorified Word. On both these grounds, 
therefore, the adoration of Mary and the saints, 
as allowed and practised among the votaries 
of Rome, involves such an alienation of soul 
from the truth, and from tho God of truth, as 
dc^aasijtutea (so far as I am iCtpable of under- 



standing the subject) the essence of impiety ; 
and impiety, under the form of captivating 
devotional feeling and exercise, must surely 
be a masterpiece among the inventions of 
Satan ! 

Yet this is far from being the whole of the 
case. Rome spiritual is guilty, i!ot only of 
blasphemy and impiety as now set forth, bot 
also, in the strictest sense of the terms, of 
idolatry. No one can reasonably dispute that 
the second commandment of the first tablet 
of tfie law, although addressed specifically to 
the Israelites, is practically binding on the 
whole family of man. '•^ Thou sbalt not 
make unto thee any graven image, nor any 
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, 
or that is in the earth beneath, or that is is 
the water under the earth : Thou shah not 
bow down thyself to them, nor serve them; 
for I, the Lord thy God, am a jealous God," 
&c. ; £xod. 20 : 4, 5. So far as the Israel- 
ites obeyed this law, they abstained fron 
making any graven image, either of Jehovah 
himself, or of any of his creatures, in order 
to worship them ; and when they trant- 
gressed this command, they never failed to 
be severely punished. But Rome spiritml 
makes images of Jesus Christ who is " n 
heaven," and bows down in worship befon 
them — a practice which evidently involves 
the awful danger of a transfer of the aspira* 
tion of the soul from the Saviour whom the 
image (eMcjAov) represents, to the image it* 
self. She also makes idols innumerable of 
Mary and the saints, carves them out in wood, 
paints and adorns them after the supposed 
likeness of the originals, dresses them up in 
all sorts of finery, and then commands her 
votaries to bow before them in solemn pros- 
tration, both of body and soul. That this is 
genuine and frightful idolatrv — an idolatry 
which cannot, on any sound principle, be 
distinguished from that of the heathen — must, 
as I apprehend, be allowed by every calm 
and impartial observer. Here the professing 
church, apostate from the truth, and rebelling 
against her Lord, justifies the worst title be- 
stowed on her in Scripture, even that of tho 
" Mother of harlots." She tramples on her 
marriage covenant with the Bridegroom of 
souls, she commits the most open spiritual 
fornication, and she implicates " all nations** 
in her sin, her guilt, and her shame : Rev. 
17: 5; 18: 3. 

This remark, however, is more especially 
verified by the worship of the host ; i. e^ 
hostia — the victim, or sacrifice. The pros- 
tration of body and soul before a wafer. 
under the strange notion that this morsel of 
bread is itself the Deity incarnate, is an act 
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3r frequent occurrence ; and one in which 
the potentates and nations of the earth have 
participated, during a long course of ages, in 
E& most public and undisguised manner. That 
Lt is an act of gross and papable idolatry — 
such idolatry as would have been truly worthy 
of ancient Egypt itself — must, I think, be 
known and/cZ^ by every reflecting Christian 
vrho has witnessed the practice, whether he 
be Roman Catholic or Protestant. 

II. Prayer is an essential and principal 
part of the worship of God ; and, in order 
Lhat we may perform divine worship aright, 
^ve must not only address our petitions to 
Him who alone is the legitimate object of 
them ; we must also confine the subject of 
them to those things which are lawful and 
consistent with the harmony of divine truth. 
Christians are encouraged to pray not only 
for themselves, but one for another. ** Con- 
fess your faults one to another, and pray one 
for another, that ye may be healed :'* James 
5 : 16. It is, indeed, evident that the duty 
of intercession must take a wide range among 
the believing followers of Jesus. If this is 
truly our character, we shall pray for those 
i¥ho are near to us, and those that axe afar 
oflf ; for our friends and for our enemies ; for 
the church and for the world ; but we shall 
not pray for the dead — for those who have 
already exchanged a life of trial and proba- 
tion for one of eternal fixedness. Rome 
spiritual, however, enjoins prayers for the 
dead ; and not only prayers, but the renewed 
sacrifice, daily offered- on their account, of 
the body and blood of Jesus, in the mass ; 
and even sells these performances to the 
highest bidder. 

It may well be supposed that the adherents 
of the papal system would hardly have ven- 
tured on such a preposterous course, had 
they not found some show of authority for it 
in Holy Scripture ; and such, indeed, they 
have in what they so denominate — namely, 
the second book of the Maccabees. In this 
apocryphal work we learn that some of the 
Jews who fought under Judas • against Gor- 
gias, Governor of Idumsea, were slain in the 
battle, and that, on examination afterward, 
there were found under their coats " things 
consecrated to the idols of the Jamnites.*' 
Their death was regarded by their brethren 
as the judicial consequence of their trans- 
gression. " AH men, therefore," says the 
historian, *' praising the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, who had opened the things that were 
hid, betook themselves unto prayer , and be- 
sought him that the sin committed might 



throught the company, to the sum of two 
thousand drachms of silver, he sent it to 
Jerusalem to offer a sin-offering, doing there- 
in very well and honestly, in that he was 
mindful of the resurrection. (For if he had 
not hoped that they that were slain should 
have arisen again it had been superfluous 
and vain to pray for the dead,) And also in 
that he perceived that there was great favour 
laid up for those that died godly. (It was a 
holy and good thought.) Whereupoir be 
made reconciliation for the dead, that they 
might be delivered from sin :" chap, 12 : 
41-45. 

This certainly is a strange story : and if 
we are to rely upon the truth of the history, 
we must conclude that Judas and his bre- 
thren not only prayed for the dead, but did 
so under the peculiar notion that they might 
receive forgiveness, and be delivered from 
sin, on the other side the grave ; and, more- 
over, they caused sacrifices for sin to be of- 
fered in the temple, in fartherance of these 
prayers. Even if the history be regarded as 
untrue, it will still indicate that its unknown 
author, who was probably a Jew, entertained 
the notion that departed souls may receive 
forgiveness through the intercession and 
sacrifices of their brethren who are still alive. 
Sentiments of this description appear to have 
found a place among more modem Jews, 
some of whom acknowledge a kind of pur- 
gatory which continues for one year after 
death. This they call the upper Gehenna ; 
and they believe that all Iraelites (with a 
few flagrant exceptions) have a portion in 
the world to come, or in a future state of hap- 
piness, either immediately after death, or af- 
ter they have atoned for their sins in purga-- 
tory. ** The Jews," says Calmet, " offer up^ 
a great many prayers and works of satisfac- 
tion on the day of solemn expiation, for the 
comfort of such souls as are in the upper 
Gehenna." Leo of Modena, part 5, cap. x.^ 

The opinions which prevailed among the 
Jews at the Christian era ollen throw light 
upon the meaning of passages in the New 
Testament, and are, therefore, far from being^ 
unimportant to the biblical critic ; but to* 
receive them as of any weight or authority 
in matters of doctrine, or any evidence in 
themselves, of divine truth, (except so far 
as they are founded on Scripture,) would be 
wholly out of the question. The passage 
in Maccabees shows nothing more than the 
opinion either of Judas himself, or of the 
author who wrote his history. TbA2k.V£«^vs».^^ 



wholly be put out of remembrance And I allhoxx^Vi \wc\\x^^^ Vj >Jcl^ '^^tow^ ^^:^ys^^' 
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divine inspiration, and never belonged to the 
true canon of the Hebrews. As authority 
for the doctrine of purgatory and prayers for 
the dead, the passage in question must, there- 
fore, be entirely discarded. 

In the New Testament itself, however, 
there are two passages, one of which has 
been sometimes adduced as an authority for 
purgatory, and the other as a sanction for 
praying for the dead. This first is I Pet. 
3 : 18-20, where we read that Christ was put 
to death in the flesh, but quickened by the 
Spirit, (that is, probably *' raised from the 
dead by his own divine nature,") by which 
also he went and preached to the spirits in 
prison which were sometimes disobedient in 
the days of Noah." That purgatory cannot 
be intended by the " prison " here mentioned, 
is evident from the fact, that this prison is 
spoken of as the abode of those who were 
disobedient in the days of Noah — ^nbt the 
*' almost innocent," to whom purgatory is as- 
signed by Rome spiritual ; but the intensely 
wicked, whose imaginations were '^ only evil 
continually in the sight of God " — the chil- 
dren of wrath, who had trampled on the 
visitations of divine grace, and had rejected 
all the proffered mercies of the Lord. The 
passage probably means, as is generally al- 
lowed by commentators, that Jeasus Christ, 
in his divine nature, preached either imme- 
diately by his spirit, or instrumentally by 
Noah, to those rebellious antediluvians who 
were destroyed by the flood, and whose spi- 
rits were (when the apostle wrote) in prison, 
reserved unto '^ the day of judgment and 
perdition of ungodly men." 

The other passage has relation to Onesi- 
phorus, 2 Tim. 1:16-18. " The Lord give 
mercy unto the Iiouse of Onesiphorus, for he 
oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed of 
my chain ; but when he was in Rome he 
sought me out very diligently, and found me ; 
the Lord grant unto him that he may find 
mercy of the Lord in that day." Again, 
in a subsequent chapter, the apostle salutes 
'' Aquila and Priscilla, and the household of 
Onesiphorus ;" 4 : 19. From this repeated 
mention of the family of Onesiphorus it 
is concluded by some persons that he him- 
self was not living, and that the apostle's 
ejaculation, " The Lord grant unto him that 
he may find mercy," <&;c., is nothing more 
or less than a prayer for the dead. That 
this argument is weak can scarcely be 
denied ; that it is fallacious too, a little con- 
sideration will evince. Were it clear that 
the " house " or " household of Onesiphorus " 
wvs not jjv/ended to include Onesiphorus 
MmaeJf, we have no reason on that account 



to number him among the dead. Ooesi 
phorus was a traveller ; it probably was oot 
long since that he had visited the apostle it 
Rome ; he might be absent from his family 
for a season. But we have no need to ban 
recourse to the supposition either of absence 
or death. It is a common idiom among the 
Greeks to discribe even an individual under 
the appellation of his companions ; so that 
ol nepi <f>i?U7nxov (the persons about Philip) 
would either mean Philip only, or at moat 
Philip with his companions. So with Paol, | 
" the household," or " they of the house- 
hold " of Chloe, of Narcissus, of Aristobulua, 
of Stephanas, of Onesiphorus, &c., must be 
understood to* mean, Chloe, Narcissus, Ste- 
phanas, Aristobulus, and Onesiphorus, with 
their respective families : see Rom. 16: 
10, 11 ; 1 Cor. 1:11, 16. The reason whj 
these persons are thus described, while othen 
are mentioned by their simple names, ia 
probably no more than this — that they had 
families, who were members of the church 
of Christ as well as themselves. 

The evidence which the adherents of the 
papal system adduce in favour of a purgatory, 
and, therefore, of the propriety of prayers for 
the dead, if evidence it may be called, is, it 
point of fact, as nothing, when compared with 
the fulness and weight of the great Chnstiaa 
doctrine. of trial and probation here, (with 
grace sufficient to obtain the victory,) and of 
happiness or misery, unmixed and unchange- 
able, in the world to come. 

The adherents of- Rome seem to divide 
mankind into three classes ; saints, who ,when 
they die, go at once to heaven ; venial sin- 
ners, who are sent from this world into pur- 
gatory, and there are purified and prepared 
for paradise ; and desperate sinners, who, 
when they quit this mortal scene, are con- 
signed to the pains of hell itself, as their just 
and inevitable punishment. Now, I conceive 
that this notion of a middle class, and of the 
means by which it is perfected, is nothing 
more than the invention of men, who are ever 
ready to find out a way to heaven which sliall 
be compatible with their continuing to follow 
their own corrupt inclinations. 

True indeed it is that Scripture recognises 
sins '* not unto death," and sins **unto death f 
by the first of which we may understand 
transgressions of which the true penitent 
receives a free pardon through faith in Christ; 
and, by the second, such a blaspheming against 
the Holy Ghost, such a contirmed rejection 
of all that flows from his divine influence, 
and such a persevering rebellion against God, 
as admit of no remedy, but inevitably termi- 
nate iu the deftViueUoa of the aotd. But it is 
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irely a clear point that the New Testament 
*l|Og;iiises only two classes of men in a spiri- 
itpoiniofview— those who are of the world, 
■* ihoae who are not of the world ; those 
reject tho gospel, and those who believe 
it ; the children of hghl, and the children 
■f darkness ; those who continue in their 
state of sinfulness, and those who, 
timely submission to the grace of 
iod, put off the old man with his "deceitful 
.«sis," and become new creatures in Christ 
All sin is the transgression of the 
livine iaw, is mortal in its nature, and will 
Lssuredly end in the death of the aoul, unless 
t is forsaken and washed away in the blood 
if Christ ; and farther, it is the plain doctrine 
if Scripture that the law of God is one har- 

Bonious system, which admitsofnoinfraction, 
id that lie who ofienda in one point is guihy 
lames 2 : 10. "All have sinned," 
:ondemned to death by the law ; but 
for all — if they will but believe and obey the 
wdspel — there is provided a free pardon and 
iill redemption, through Jesns Christ our 
Jjord. Korean it be questioned, on any Scrip- 
fcral ground, that the faith by which the un- 
godly are justified, is a living' faith, which 
cannot fail to be productive of a sober, righte- 
id godly life. The Christian is under 
a dispeDsation of grace, and the path of the 
Just is found to shine more and more, unto 
'ihe pf-.rfcct day. 

"When the Son of man shall come in his 
glory, and all his holy angels with him, these 
iwo great parties — these only two classes 
among all the nations of the earth — shall be 
'gathered together before him, and shall find 
respective places on his right hand or 
i left. Then shall the righteous hear 
the words of gracious invitation ; " Come, ye 
blessedof my Father," &c. ; but to the wicked 
of every name and nation shall be addressed 
ihn awful sentence of " Depart, ye cursed," 
Not the slightest hint is given us of 
tiny middle slate in that day of final and uni- 
versal judgment. In the meantime the Cliris- 
lian convert, whether it be the apostle who 
has long been running the race of godliness. 
Or thejuj( convened and now believing crimi- 
fe and happy immediately after death. 
Etter to depart and be with Christ," 
said Paul. " To-day ihou shall be with me 
in Paradise," said the dying Jesus lo the thief 
who hung by his side. Lazarus too is de- 
scribed in the parable as at once exchanging 
his miserable mortality for a resting-place in 
Abraham's bosom. But what becomes of the 
rich man who refused to comfort him ? He 
1 is at once consigned to a place of 
punishjneut, from which tbere is no escape 



What becomes of the foolish virgins who 
were scarcely lo be distinguished from their 
companions while " ihey all slumbered and 
slept," but who, when the Bridegroom came, 
were found without oil in their vessels with 
their lamps 1 On them the door of mercy is 
shut— and shut for ever. 

It is, indeed, a truth to which Christianity 
bears a strong and unquestionable testimony, 
that the present world is a stale of trial and 
probation — one in which the character of 
every man is developed as aground for future 
righteous judgment, and in which a remedial 
system of moral discipline is bestowed upon 
us all, lo prepare us for a happy eternity. If 
we reject God's remedy, we perish ; if we 
avail ourselves of it in the obedience of 
faith, we shall be purilied in this world by 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost ; and, without 
ihe dreadful intervention of purgatory, shall 
enter, at the very moment of death, through 
ihe blood of the everlasting covenant, into 
happiness and glory. Away, then, with the 
unscriptnrol practice of praying for the dead. 
Those who die in their sins are far beyond 
the reach of any benefit from our prayers. 
Those who die in the Lord are with him in 
glory ; they need none of our sacrifices, none 
of our petitions ! 

So far, it may be hoped, the subject before 
us has been cleared of its difficulties. Evi- 
dence hiis been given, sufficient to satisfy 
every candid mind, first, that prayers to the 
virgin and the saints are utterly at variance 
with the Scripture precept, " Thoir shall 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only sbalt 
thou servo;" secondly, that the worship of 
ihe images of those servants of the Lord is 
simple idolatry, the very same in its nature as 
that which the sacred writings everywhere 
condemn ; thirdly, that the adoration of the 
images even of our Saviour himself, involves 
a breach of the second commandment ; and, 
lastly, that to pray for the dead, as if their 
condition was uoi one of unchangeable fixed- 
ness, is wholly at variance with the doctrine 
of our Lord and his apostles respecting trial 
and probation here, and retribution in the 

There are two more points, on the subject 
of divine worship, on which it may be well 
for us to remark the contrast between the 
practice of the Romish church and the pre- 
cepts of the New Testament. 

1. A great part of the service in Roman 
Catholic worship ia performed in the Latin 
tongue, which the people cannot understand. 
The priest speaks aloud, as if for iht tit-as.'io. 
of the tcrtv^injqjaUOT* ■, ^i\j,\, to y™*- '^^'^^V^* 
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unless he happens lo be as unlearned as bis 
flock, he is probably the only person present 
eo whom the service performed is intelligible 
— the only person, therefore, to whom it is a 
** reasonable service." In what way, or at 
what period of the history of the church, this 
strange practice was adopted, I confess my- 
self to be ignorant ; but it evidently apper- 
^ tains to the peculiar notion that the church 
consists of the clergy only ; and that these 
form a distinct tribe, like the Levites, who 
alone are required, and alone permitted, to 
perform the services of the temple. The 
people among the Jews were standers by — 
spectators, and sometimes hearers, but not 
full participators in the acts of divine 
worship ; and this is the place which, with 
certain modifications, appears to be assigned 
to the laity under the papal system. It is, I 
suppose, on the same ground that, while the 
wafer in the " sacrament " is given to the lay 
worshipper, the wine which symbolizes the 
blood or actual natural life of the Lord Jesus 
— that life which was laid down for the sins 
of all mankind — is quaffed only by the con- 
secrated lips of the clergy themselves. 

Whatsoever may have been the origin 
of the practice in question, it is evidently 
opposed to two principles which are strongly 
enforced in the New Testament; first, the 
union of the whole society of believers, as 
brethren and sisters in Christ, in the worship 
and service of God. All are baptized by one 
Spirit into one body; all are made to drink 
of the same Spirit ; all are members one of 
another, under one Holy Head ; all belong 
to the '* royal priesthood," whose duty and 
privilege it is to offer up *' spiritual sacrifices, 
acceptable to God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord." 

The second principle adverted to is so 
imquestionable, on the ground of *' right rea- 
son," that it scarcely requires the confirma- 
tion of Scripture ; yet it is clearly laid down 
by the Apostle Paul. It is, that Christian 
worshippers who pray, sing, or exhort in the 
congregation of the I^rd, are bound to speak 
ffK>t only with the Spirit, but '* with the 
understanding also," i. e., in such a manner 
that ail the worshippers present may hear, 
understand, and be edified : I Cor. 14 : 15, 19. 

2. One other point remains to be consi- 
dered. The pomp of divine worship was 
maintained, under the Jewish law, in all its 
splendour. The materials and furniture, both 
of the tabernacle apd the temple, were of the 
most beautiful and costly description ; and 
the art and nicety with which they were 
mrrai^ed were consummate. The golden 
eeasaiw and candJeaticka, the alter of brass, 



the ark of the covenant overlaid with gold, 
the figures of the cherubim with their wingi 
extended, the magnificent curtains of purple, 
blue, scarlet, and crimson, the knops aod 
flowers of exquisite carving, the gorgeota 
robes, the jewelled crown, the sparkling 
stones of the ephod, and a multitude of other 
seemly and beautiful objects, were charming 
to the eye of a people prone to dwell on the 
externals of religion ; and, being appointed 
of the Lord for a season, were, in their 
day, glorious ; being all the while, with the 
whole systeni of sacrifice and outward show, 
a mere preparation for a better worship, aod 
shadows or types of the superior glory of a 
truly spiritual religion. 

It is one of the leading errors of the Papal 
and Hierarchical system, that this Jewish 
principle of outward beauty and glory ia 
divine worship is fully maintained, and even 
augmented, under its sanction and govern- 
ment. The splendid architecture, the orna- 
mental drapery, the dazzling colours, the 
embroidered vestments resonant with bells, 
the Ipfty candlesticks overlaid with gold, and 
a multitude of other fascinations, are leading 
characteristics of papal worship ; to which 
may be added the pictures and images which 
adorn the temples of the professing church; 
her pompous services, her long processions, 
and all the decorations of her many holydays. 
Nor has the charming of the ear been less 
attended to than that of the eye. The s welling 
notes of the organ, the triumphs of Cecilia, 
the most exquisite cultivation of the vocal 
powers, have all been adopted by the enchan- 
tress of the nations ; and all combine to lull 
mankind into a child-like sleep on the lap of 
her sorceries. 

But what is the language of our blessed 
Lord : " The day is coming when neither oa 
this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, they shall 
worship the Father. God is a Spirit, and 
they that worship him, must worship him in 
spirit and in truth." The temple of the Lord 
is no longer the splendid edifice, decked with 
an outward show of solemn rites and glitter* 
ing ornaments. It is the church of the living 
God, a spiritual house, composed of lively 
stones, all joined to Christ, the chief comer- 
stone, all cemented together in love — a build- 
ing not made with hands, but raised by the 
operation of the power of God, exalted and 
united in Jesus, our holy Head, and filled, 
from season to season, with his glory. 

The worship conducted in this temple is 
both individual and congregational, and no 
outward show or splendour is required for it 
in either case. The individual worshipper, 
whether in hi& p rlvaiie UCe> or when engaged 
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!Wriih othen in tbe public adorHtioa of God. 
^-«<]uire8 no gorgeous objects to atlract his 
iteje, no elaboraie music lo enchain bis ear. 
ftiis heart islilled wiih the melody of praise, 
IkJid breathes the sweet incense of prayer. 
K3is worship consists of the communion of 
Pxis very soul wiih God bia Father, through the 
Innedialion of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
Worship of tbe congregation assumes, on b 
larger scale, tbe same character. Satisfied. 
h.s it regards outward 'accopiraodalion, with 
tbat which is simple, convenient, and deco. 
•■«U8, and divested of all dependance on those 
•liingB which charm the senses, the members 
of Christ's church draw near in spirit unto 
tjod, listen lo his word'of truth, offer thi ' 
IVee-will spiritual sacrifices, rejoice in the 
f lOrd who bought them, and, under the blessed 
Influences of hia life-giving Spirit, are edifii 
*<»getberin love. Such,andauch only, ought 
%A be tbe worship of Christians; such are 
^iie genuine simplicity aod spirituality of thi 
jkeljgion of Jesus Christ. 
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OK THB CHRISTIAN 

Wk have already found occasion to observe 
that Rome spiritual lays claim to the 
linuance, under her auspices, of the s 
dotal aysiera. No sooner have the mini 
of religion, within her borders, received full 

nation at tbe hands of the bishop, than 
tbey become priests, in the sense not of 
presbyters only, but of mediators and sacri- 
ficers. That this claim to the priesthood 

iterly fallacious — that no such office is 
recognised under the gospel dispensation, 
«xcept in the person of the risen and ascended 
" lour — has, I trust, been suiScienlly de- 
monstrated on the authority of Holy Writ ; 
and will probably be allowed by tbe gene- 
rality of Protestants. But there are other 

3 of the system of ministry, adopted by 

le spiritual, which are mainiained, and 
that with no small measure of zeal and 
determination, by frotesianis themselves. 

The Romanists, in the whole matter o( mi- 
nistry, depend on what ihey call aposCaiieal 
succession ; and the means which they adopt 
in order lo secure this succession is episco- 
pal ordination — i. e,, an appoiniment to the 
ministerial office by the laying on of the 
hands of ihe bishop. Thus, from generation 
to generation, there is provided a supply of 
persona who shall be devoted to the service of 
Ihe temple, and who are regarded as a per- 
fectly distinct chss—coasiitutiiig the cltutch 



itself, or at any rate its essential life — its 
living, acting, and governing bead or soul. 
A large proportion of the links of this sa- 
cred chain, and especially tbe earlier links, 
are merely imagined or supposed. History 
makes no mention of tbem ; and some of 
them, in all probability, have been entirely 
wanting; but tbe church decrees tbat the 
succession has been unbroken, and her ipsa 
dixie is sufficient for her purpose. 

On the other band, history does affiird the 
most explicit evidence that many of these 
links have been composed of extremely base 
metal; that many of ihe popes and prelates 
who have been tbe means of continuing this 
succession, as well as multitudes of the in- 
ferior clergy themselves, have been men of 
notoriously corrupland vicious lives. Never- 
theless, eeelesiastical romance lakes it for 
granted that through this vitiated channel 
the pure stream of ibe Hgiy Spirit has quietly 
flowed on, from age to age, as the true source 
of the clerical office, '^be Romish church 
boldly assumes for herself the continuance of 
the well-known apostolic miracle, and openly 
pretends that, by tbe laying on of the hands 
of Ihe bishop, the Holy Ghost, as the ever- 
flowing fountain of ministry, is bestowed on 
every approved candidate for sacred orders. 
Here we have, lirst, a recognition of tbe 
promise of the Spirit ; secondly, a restriction 
of that promise, so far as gifts are concerned, 
to the clerical class ; and, thirdly, a practical 
mockery of sacred things, in the notorious 
fact, that no such miraculous communication 
of spiritual gifts is believed in, or really 
thought of, either by the supposed giver or 
the supposed receiver — tbe ordainer or lb' 
ordained. 

jrtainly a remarkable circumstance, 
tbat these gross and dangerous superstitions 
did not perish under the axe of the Refor- 
mers, and that they are still maintained by the 
Protestant episcopal churches — at any rata 
by ihe moal reputable and powerful of those 
bodies — the church of England. Like her 
mother of Rome, that church pleads the 
iposiolic succession as the authority for her 
ministry ; and she does not hesitate to con- 
fess tbat this succession is derived to her 
through tbe medium of tbat corrupt parent 
from whom she separated herself, Like her 
mother Rome also, the church of England 
professes to convey to her ministers from 
generation lo generation, by the laying on 
of episcopal hands, the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. Were such a gift the true conse- 
quence of episcopal ordination, as it waa 'l1\ 
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object to snch a method of ensuring a 
supply of Christian ministers. But every 
one knows that this is not the case. Not- 
withstanding all pretensions to the contra- 
ry, it is universally understood among the 
members of the church of England, that 
her ministers are appointed to their office 
by the simple authority of the ordaining 
bishop, and without the accompanying 
communication of any spiritual gift. 

It ought to be observed that, in thus 
making mention of the Holy Ghost as the 
true qualifier for the ministry, the bishops 
of the churches of Rome and England 
profess a sound and Scriptural principle ; 
yet they are evidently liable to the charge 
of irreverence, in* pretending to the exer- 
cise of a miraculous power, of which they 
know themselves to be destitute. The 
ceremony.of the laying on of hands is also 
practised by the generality of other Chris- 
tian sects ; but they lay no claim to the 
apostolic faculty oi bestowing spiritual 
gifts. A mong the Independents, Baptists, 
and others, the ministers of the respective 
congregations are chosen by the churches, 
and ordained by their elder brethren in the 
work. Among the Wesley an Methodists 
they are both chosen and ordained by the 
already existing body of ministers — the 
clergy of that denomination — who hold in 
their own hands the power of discipline, 
together with the trusteeship of all the 
property belonging to the society. 

Thus it appears that not only the Ro- 
mish church, but almost all the churches 
afid sects which have been formed since 
the Reformation, have given their coun- 
tenance to the setting apart, by human 
authority, of a particular class of men out 
of the whole community of Christian be- 
lievers, on whom alone are to devolve the 
various functions of the Christian minis- 
try. They are separated from their bre- 
thren as much as the Levites were in days 
of old ; they are ordained to be preachers 
by their fellow-men, and by them are ap- 
pointed to the care of particular congrega- 
tions ; and, wholly abstaining, as they do, 
from the pursuit of any worldly calling 
for their own support, they are maintained 
either by compulsory ecclesiastical pro- 
visions, under the law of the land ; or at 
the voluntary expense of their brethren, 
Ti'J}o/)rovide them with salaries. For the 
most part they arc dJsMguiabed by a par- 



ticular dress, and often by robes of offic( 
when they are publicly engaged ; afid 
under a variety of titles, from The Rigb 
Reverend Father in God, down to tlie 
simple Reverend, they are, with little ci 
ception, even among the dissenters, called 
of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. 

A calm consideration of the subject may 
serve to convince every reflecting miod 
that the Protestant clergy of various grades 
and denominatfons, are a modified type 
— and yet a type — of the Romish prieslr 
hood. While the generality of them do 
not profess to be priests in the sense d 
lepeig, or sacerdotes, they nevertbelen 
assume, in various degrees, (the degree 
varying with the character of the denomi- 
nation,) an authority over the flock, a me- 
diatorship between God and his people, 
an exclusive handling of sacred things, 
and a claim on the temporal support of 
their brethren, which are all more or less 
connected with the notion of an Aarooic 
succession, and all form integral parts of 
the Papal and Hierarchical system. 

The reader will of course understand 
that I am not attempting to sit in judgment 
on the individuals who have constituted, 
in past days, or who are now constituting, 
this great clerical fabric. I rejoice in the 
belief that, notwithstanding the obstruc- 
tions which such a plan of ministry ap- 
pears to me to offer to the free course of 
a divine and saving influence, the Holy 
Spirit has condescended to display his 
power in many of these persons ; first, in 
truly calling them to their work ; secondly, 
in qualifying them for the performance of 
it ; and, thirdly, in winning souls to Christ 
through their instrumentality. No one 
who knows anything of the state of the 
churches in this country and America, and 
no one more especially who is acquainted 
with the history of Protestant foreign mis- 
sions, can deny that such a work of grace 
has been carried on, in and through many 
members of this vast clerical body, to a 
considerable extent. Nor are there want- 
ing examples of Roman Catholic priests 
who have laboured for the difiusion of 
evangelical religion. 

Under whatsoever administration or 
particular form of religion my fellow-mea 
are at work in promoting the cause and 
kingdom of Christ — if they are but sin- 
cere in \he\t lovt Xo him> and Coiithful to 
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^..tliat which they believe to be their duty 
^ — I can, from my heart, bid them " God 
r speed " in the name of the Lord. The 
t one thing needful is the life of rehgion — 
its vital operation on the hearts of indi- 
I viduala ; andif this necessary work is but 
experienced — if the leaven, which quick- 
ens the dead souls of responsible men, 
do8s but spread — all questions respecting 
modes of worstiip, and all that comes un 
der the head of religious polity, must be 
regarded as comparatively unimportant. 
Nevertheless truth i;i truth, and principle 
is principle, and it is by adhering to these 
that we shall best promote, in thi 
the diffusion of this leaven. There can 
be little doubt that were they to have fnll 
away on [he subject of the Christian minis- 
try — were they to bear down all obatruc- 
IJons to their course, not indeed by the 
hand of violence, but by their own nati' 
efficacy — the result would be a far wider 
and deeper flowing of the waters of life, 
I than has hitherto been experienced since 
the days of primitive Christianity. The 
eacred stream which flows from under the 
throne of God and of the Lamb, instead 
of being bricked up in particular channels, 
and confined within certain precincts 
marked out by ihe caprice and prejudice 
of man, would diffuse itself, by a divine 
and unrestricted eneray, on every side. 
" Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
ia liberty." The liberty of the Spirit 
would be found a blessed freedom indeed, 
fraught with happiness to mankind, and 
wonderfully efficacious in promoting ihe 
reign of the Messiah and the glory of God. 
What, then, is the truth, and what the 
recta ratio or right principle, in reference 
to this subject ? For an answer to this 
question we must apply ourselves, with 
all diligence and simplicity, to the testi- 
mony of Scripture, ancl particularly to that 
of ihe New Testament. 

Now,the NewTeslament is so-far from 
giving any countenance to the division of 
the body of Christians into the two classes 
of clergy and laily, priests and people, that 
it everywhere upholds a unity by which 
any such division is wholly precluded. 

In the first place, it is ever to be re- 
membered that the church is not the se- 
lect body of those who are appointed to 
feed the dock of Christ, but the flock it- 
jelf — either the assembly of beliereia in 



any particular place ; or, in awider sense, 
ihe whole community of true Christians 
all the- world over. Thus the Apostle 
Paul salutes "all tbe saints in Christ 
Jesus which are at Philippi, with tbe 
bishops (or overseers) and dp.acons, (or 
servants.") The " overseers" here men- 
tioned formed part of the body. They 
might be, and probably were, its most im- 
portant and influential members ; yet they 
were only members of that whole body of 
which Christ is the head. This point is 
so obvious, that it will not be dispuied by 
any reasonable person, and need not be 
farther argued. 

But we cannot stop here. Discarding 
from our view, for the present, the mere 
professor of Christianity, whose member- 
ihip in the church of out blessed Lord is 
purely nominal, we must consider the true 

'ievers who constitne the living people 
of Christ, as baptized by one Spirit into 
one body ; and, although all ihe members 
if that body have not the same office, yet 
they all have some office; and if any- 
single member fails to perform his own 
functions, or to perform them aright, the 
health of the body is thereby aJfected, 
and in proportion to the measure of the 
loss experienced, ils life languishes ; for 
the life of the body depends on the heal- 
tliy, vigorous, and united action of all its 
parts. 'I'he whole subject is laid down, 
in the most vivid and explicit manner, by 
the Apostle Paul. " Now, ihere are diver- 
sides of gifts, but the same Spirit. And 
there are differences of administrations, 
but the same Lord. And tliere are diver- 
sities of operations, but it is the same God 
hich worketh all in all. But the mani- 
festation of the Spirit is given toevery man 
to profit withal. For to one is given by 
the Spirit the word of wisdom ; to another 
theword of knowledge by the same Spirit; 
to another faith by the same Spirit ; to 
another ihe gifts of healing by ine same 
Spirit ; to another the working of mira- 
cles ; to another prophecy ; to another 
discerning of spirits ; to another divers 
kinds of tongues; to another the interpre- 
tation of tongues ; but all these worketh 
that one and the self-same spirit, dividing 
to every man severally as he will. For 

the body is one, and hath many mem- 
bers, and all the a\ei:pfcK^'i'A>;MA.*3wiNwA'v, 
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Christ. For by one Spirit are we all 
baptized into one body, whether we be 
Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or 
free ; and have been all made to drink into 
one Spirit. For the body is not one mem- 
ber, but many. If the foot shall say, Be- 
cause I am not the hand, I am not of the 
body ; is it, therefore, not of the body ? 
And if the ear shall say, Because I am 
not of the eye, I am not of the body ; is 
it, therefore, not of the body ? If the whole 
body were an eve, where were the hear- 
ing ? If the whole were hearing, where 
were the smelling ? But now hath God 
set the members, every one of them, in the 
body, as it hath pleased him. And if they 
were all one member, where were the 
body ? But now are they many members, 
yet but one body. And the eye cannot 
say unto the hand, I have no need of thee : 
nor again the head to the feet, I have no 
need of you. Nay, much more those 
members of the body which seem to be 
more feeble, are necessary : and those 
members of the body which we think to 
be less honourable, upon these we bestow 
more abundant honour ; and our uncome- 
ly parts have more abundant comeliness. 
For our comely parts have no need : but 
God hath tempered the body together, 
having given more abundant honourto that 
part which lacked, that there should be 
no schism in the body ; but that the mem* 
bers should have the same care one for 
another. And whether one member suf* 
fer, all the members suffer with it ; or one 
member be honoured, all the members re- 
joice with it. Now, ye are the body of 
Christ, and members in particular. And 
God hath set some in the church, first 
apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly 
teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of 
healings, helps, governments, diversities 
of tongues. Are all apostles ? are all 
prophets ? are all teachers ? are all work- 
ers of miracles ? Have all the gifts of 
healing ? do all speak vnth tongues ? do 
all interpret? But covet earnestly the 
best gifts. And yet show I unto you a 
more excellent way,** 1 Cor. 12; 4-31 ; 
comp, Rom. 12 : 4-9 ; Eph. 4 : 11-16. 
That more excellent way is charity or 
olvey whieh cements all these members 
of the body together, and is itself the 
**boi3d of perfectness." 
Itjs evMeat, from this descriptiourjirst, 
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that all the members of the true chntA 
of Christ are partakers of one and the 
same life, even as the whole body liYei 
by the circulation of the same blood; 
and the life by which every ChristiaB 
lives unto God, is the influence of the 
Holy Spirit. By this, and this alone, he 
is quickened from dead works to sene 
the living God, in whom are his ''springs." 
And, secondly, it is clearly taken for 
granted by the apostle, that every living 
member of the church will be brought 
into usefulness, and, under some adminis- 
tration or other, will become profitable to 
the body. Thus it appears that in the true 
economy of the Christian system the saving 
grace of the Spirit of God, and his gifts 
for particular services, although distinct, 
and not to be confounded, are correlative 
and coextensive; and there is surely every 
reason to believe that the liveliness of any 
Christian body can never fail to be greatly 
augmented, where the spiritual functions, 
instead of being concentrated by force of 
human systems, in an individual, are suf* 
fered to diffuse themselves, under the 
native energy of the Spirit, through the 
whole body. Such at any rate is the 
theory of the church, and such the prac- 
tical pattern of it, presented to us in the 
Scriptures. It is to the whole of Israel 
that the prophetical promise is addressed: 
** Ye shall be named the priests of the 
Lord ; men shall call you the ministers 
of our God :" Isa. 61 : 6. And it is to 
the whole body of Christian believers 
that the Apostle Peter applies a corres- 
ponding language : " Ye also, as lively 
stones, are built up a spiritual house, a 
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ:'* and again; ** But ye are a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a peculiar people, that ye should 
show forth the praises of him who hath 
called you out of darkness into his mar- 
vellous light :" 1 Pet. 2 : 6, 9. 

It will probably be admitted by every 
reader whose mind is free from educa- 
tional bias on the subject, that this apos- 
tolic view of the component parts of a 
Christian church, while it proclaims a 
wonderful diversity of administration and 
function under one and the same Spirit, 
is directly opposed to the customary divi- 
sion of uie bod^ of Ctiu&t into tKc two 
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fdistinct classes of clergy and laity. The 
taetting apart of a tribe, like thai of Levi of 
Kild, lu be supported by tlieir brettiren, and 
Ko be devoted 10 the services of the temple, 
(belongs to the dispensation of the law, 
(So far as appears from the New Teata- 
suent, it is wholly foreign from the nature 
■and plan of Christianity. Under the gos- 
^jel there is, indeed, a great variety ol 
'^ifts, but no division into classes or tribes . 
*io_/brmM(Bof one tribe officiatingfor God, 
"^vhile all the rest of Israel, so far as 
a-elntes to spiritual function, is-dead and 
jaassive. On the contrary, all bel 
«ne and the same great class, ihat of the 
yservants, ministers, and priests of the 
' living God. In this character 
remnant of Jacob shall be in ihe midst of 
many people, as a dew from the Lord, 
the showers that water the grass, thai 
tarrteih not for man, nor waitefli for ihe 
Lsons of men :" Mic. 5 : 7, 
^ .Yet we do not forget that all the metw 
KMsof the body have not the same office. 
^Bh the contrary, the distinctness of the 
I service inio which every member is called. 
^ Tausi be maintained in its integrity ; foi 
it is thus alone that we shall preserve the 
I order and harmony of the whole body. 
Among such distinct services are those 
"■ of pastorship, eldership, and overseership, 
all which terms of spiritual officeare nearly 
synonymous, and represent that care and 
government of the flock which devolved, 
in primitive days, on the most e.tperienced 
members of the body. These were ap- 
' pointed lo their office, with the laying on 
of the hands of the apostles and iheir 
brethren, but always under ihe especial 
', guidance and qualifying influences of the 
jj Holy Spiril, They were probably, for 
i ihe most part, the older Christians, who 
f exercised, under Christ, a beneficent rule 
I, over the flock, and whom the younger anrf 
less experienced believers were exhorted 
to obey. There is reason to believe that, 
in most of the churches of the apostolic 
age, these guides of the flock were nu- 
merous. In others they might be few. 
In others again the office of overseership 
or government might devolve on a single 
individual. But whatsoever might be the 
circumstances of any particular church in 
this respect, the office itself was the result 
of a distinct gift or call of the Spirit, and 
aot of the selling apart of a separate tribe 



or class by the authority of their fellow- 
men. 

As to the function of ministry, (as we 
now call it,) it was sonietiuies exercised 
by those who also received the gift of 
government; and theelders who laboured 
in word and doctrine were counted wor- 
thy of peculiar regard, " Let the elderi 
who rule well, be counted worthy of dou- 
ble honour, especially they who labour in 
word and doctrine :" 1 Tim. 6 : 17. But 
there was no official or necessary connex- 
ion, in primitive days, between the gift , 
and office of government, and the gift and 
office of preaching. The preachers of 
the word in that day were called pro- 
phets ; not because they uttered predic- 
tions, but because they spake under the 
immediate influence of the Spirit of (lod. 
The gift of prophecy, although perhaps 
not of so high an order as that of tongues, 
and other gifts of a directly miraculous 
nature, is represented by the apostle as 
peculiarly desirable because of its useful- 
ness. " He that prophesieth," says Paul, 
" speaketh unto men to edilication, and ex- 
hortalion, and comfort," The prophets or 
preachers in the primitive churches were 
numerous, and exercised their gifts in the 
assemblies of the saints as the Spirit gave 
them utterance. Their services were not 
only for the building up of God's people, 
but also for the convincemetitof the igno- 
rant and unbelieving. " But if all pro- 
phesy, and there come in one that believeth 
not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of 
all, he is judged of all : and thus are the 
secrets of his heart made manifest, and so, 
falling down on his face, he will worship 
God, and acknowledge ihat God is in you 
of ft truth :" 1 Cor. 14 : 24, 25. When, 
however, the anointed servants of the Lord 
sent forth among the heathen to de- 
clare the salvation which is in Christ, to 
a dark and perishing world, they probably 
received the name of Evan gelisU. 

The apostles were enabled, by the lay- 
..jg on of hands and prayer, lo call down 
on others the gift of prophecy ; but the gift 
itself was bestowed only by the Great 
Head of the church; and as He alone could 
call unto this sacred office, so He alone, 
by his Spirit, could qualify any man to 
perform it. The immediate influence of 
the Spiul vi5is,\tvAtti,\'s^Ti?i MaN^tt i^hw*- 
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to the functions of a preacher, but for 
every successive act oi speaking in the 
name of the Lord. Whether the prophets 
were called into preaching or prayer, in 
the prinaitive assemblies for divine wor- 
ship, they spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost ; and at all times, when 
that divine motion was withheld, they must 
of course have kept silence. " Let the 
prophets speak two or three, and let the 
others judge. If anything be revealed to 
another that sitteth by, let the first hold 
his peace ; for ye may all prophecy one 
by one, that all may learn, and all may be 
comforted:" 1 Cor. 14: 29-31. 

From the description which the apostle 
gives of the prophets and their functions, 
it is abundantly evident that, while they 
possessed a distinct gift,, they were not, 
any more than the elders and rulers, a 
separate tribe or class. All the living 
members of the church were admissible 
into these functions, provided always that 
the Lord was pleasea to call them into the 
work. Neither did they require any pre- 
paratory course of literary instruction to 
qualify them for their service ; the grace 
of Christ was sufficient for them. There 
is every reason to believe that these re- 
marks are true, as it regards the sisters as 
well as the brethren, in the church. When 
the apostle commands the woman to '*keep 
silence in the churches," the key to his 
meaning appears to be given in the words 
which follow : " And if they will learn any- 
thing, let them ask their husbands at home." 
They might not interrupt the preachers of 
the word by asking them questions, as w&s 
commonly done in the Jewish synagogues; 
neither might they undertake the office of 
public teaching J which involved an as- 
sumption of authority over the flock : 1 
Tim. 2: 12. But that Paul had no inten- 
tion to forbid their prophesying — i.e., their 
preaching or praying under the immediate 
influence of the Spirit — may be safely 
concluded, Jirst, from his saluting many 
women, in his epistles, not only as his 
helpers, but as his co-workers, {avvepyoi :) 
and, secondly, by his giving directions in 
what manner the women were to be at- 
tired when they were engaged in the public 
act of prophesying : see 1 Cor. 11 : 1-16. 
The plain fact is, as Grotius has observed, 
that l^e direct influences of the Spirit of 
Cod are beytmd poaitiye laws ; aod the 



efiusion of those influences on both sexes, 
as a qualification for prophesying, was 
predicted by Joel, and marked out by 
the Apostle Peter, as one of the distio' 
guishing signs of the Christian dispensa- 
tion. When the Spirit was poured forth, 
on the day of Pentecost, upon the whole 
company of believers, Peter said : " This 
is that which was spoken by the prophet 
Joel, And it shall come to pass in the last 
days, (saith God,) I will pour out of my 
Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and 

your daughters shall prophesy 

and on my servants and on my hand-mai' 
dens I will pour out in those days of oiy 
Spirit, and tney shall prophesv :" Acts 2: 
16-18 ; camp. Joel 2 : 28, 29. 

Nor are we to imagine that an inspired 
ministry, as it has now been described oo 
apostolic authority, was to be confined to 
the primitive church. This might be in 
a ^reat degree the case as it regards thoK 
gifts which were directly miraculous, aDd 
intended as resistless evidences to an un- 
believing world — such as those of healing 
and tongues. But the gift of prophesf 
was for the use of the church in all ages, 
being *' profitable for edification, and ei- 
hortation, and comfort ;" and the blessed 
influence under . which alone it can . be 
rightly exercised was to be bestowed ob 
the believing children of God to the end of 
time. "The Holy Ghost" was to "abide' 
with them "for ever:" John 14: Id. 
" The promise," cried Peter to the multi- 
tude of his hearers, " is unto you, and to 
your children, and to all that are afar off; 
even to as many as the Lord our God 
shall call :" Acts 2 : 39. Now, this was 
the promise of the Spirit — as the Author, 
not only of grace, but of the gifts whick 
were necessary for the edification and en- 
largement of the church. " My Spirit thit 
is upon thee," says Jehovah to his Christ, 
" and my words which I have put into thj 
mouth, shall not depart out of thy moutll 
nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor col 
of the mouth of thy seed's seed, froo 
henceforth, and for ever :" Isa 59 i 21. 

In this last most cheering passage of 
Scripture is unfolded the true secret i 
continuation and succession in the waik 
of the Christian ministry. It was all wdl 
that a Timothy should commit those pra> 
cious truths which he had himseljf heaid 
from the lips of Paul, to faithful men, dwl 
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they in iheir turn might be able to leach 
others also ; and it was still belier liiat 
Paul and bis inspired brethren siiould re- 
cord those tmihs in the voiunie of the Ntw 
Testament, which was appointed to be- 
came an infalhble standard of faith and 
doctrine — a test by which all human 
preacliing should afterward be tried. But 
for ihe coniinnation of the work of thi 
ministry in the church — for the actual sue 
cession of living preachers of the gospe 
— our whole dependance must be placed 
upon God ; who, by his own power, puis 
his words into the mouih of his servants, 
even those whom He chooses, raises up, 
and ordains, from generalioo to generation, 
in the church of Christ. 

I am persuaded ihat, up to the present 
date, such living witnesses to the truth of 
God have never failed from the earth 
and, since the promises of God are yea 
and amen for ever, we may rest assured 
that they never will fail, while there is 
' lUrch 10 be edified and souls to be saved. 

le golden oil will still flow from ihi 
olive trees of the Lord, which himself has 
planted, and through the golden pipes 
which himself has formed ; nor can it he 
doubted that persons have been, and still 
are, truly called into the work, undei 
greatvarieiyof names and adminisirations. 
Yet it is not too much to assert, that if 
there was less of the admixture of human 
wisdom, system, and authority in some of 
these administrations, the work of the 
Lord would go furward with greater clear- 
ness, greater brightness, and greater effect. 
His own word of truth would run and be 
glari6ed, and abundant would be the joy 
of his people in Him. 

In the system of ministry which, on the 
simple authority oflhe New Teaiament, has 
now been described and advocated, two 
evils, which have since greatly perplexed 
vheprofessing church of Christ, areentirely 
avoided. The first is patronage, and the 
second, the popular election of ministers. 

It is obvious that in primitive times, 
when all exercised ihe function of preacher, 
who were called inlo the work by the 
Great Head of the church, and anointed 
for it by the Holy Ghosi, there could, in 
the very nature of"^things, be no seculariiies 
mingled with the preaching of the gospel. 
It was exclusively a spiritual office, and. 
as it couJd aot poaaibly be piocuied \r3 



purchase or hire, so it re<juired no pecu- 
niary remuneration. It was one of the 
Lord's free gifts to his children, and was 
exercised on the basis of his own precept : 
" Freely yc have received, freely give." 
True indeed it is that the evangelista, the 
apoailes, the travelling preachers of the 
word, who had turned their backs, in the 
love of Clirisi, on iheir customary means 
of livelihood, had an undoubted claim, for 
temporal support, on those for whose bene- 
fit they were sent to labour. The work- 
man was worthy of his meat. But we 
find that Paul, when he tarried any con- 
siderable length of lime in one place, never 
failed to recur to his handicraft business 
for his own maintenance, that he might 
not be burdensome lo the churches which 
he had planted ; and he even ministered 
in temporals to those who were with him, 
being well assured that il is " more bless- 
ed to give than to receive." A fortiori 
there can be no doubt ihat the " prophets," 
who continued to occupy their own homes, 
pursued their various worldly callings for 
the support of themselves and their fami- 
lies, and for the help of those who needed 
their assistance. Their spiritual office 
was accompanied by no temporal emolu- 
ment 1 it could not, therefore, be a matter 
of patronage. 

For the very same reason, it could not 
be an object which any man would pursue 
in the way of canvassing the votes of ihe 
members of a congregation. There was 
nothing in the (unctions of a prophet which 
could gratify either the avarice or the 
ambiiion of man, nothing which could call 
any one into the strife and turmoil of a 
popular election. The plain fact is, ihat 
the prophets were chosen, from their very 
birth, by the Lord of life and glory, who 
reigns supreme over his own church ; and 
when ripened by his grace, and called lo 
his work, they rose up in ihe congregations 
of his people, to declare of his goodness, 
or knell down in public vocal prayer ; not 
at the command or guggcsiion of man, but 
as the Holy Spirit, on each successive 
occasion, led them into their service, and 
(juahfied them for its performance. Yet 
we are not lo forgel that the " spirits of 
the prophets" were subject to the prophets. 
They were to maintain a watchful re^rd, 
for theit hw\\\"t«.tt, \.o TO.'^'a ■^«>i tsN&^«t 
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succession of course) while the others 
judged. Among the various gifts then 
bestowed on the church was that of the 
discernment of spirits ; there was the 
spiritually instructed ear which tastcth 
words as the mouth tasteth meat; there 
were the elders in the church, whose duty 
it was to look to the preservation of the 
quietness and harmony of the assemblies, 
that all things should be done *' decently 
and in order." Finally, there was the 
body of the Lord's people, who could not 
fail to compare the doctrine preached with 
the testimony of Scripture, and to feel 
whether it was so delivered in the life of 
the truth as to reach the witness for God 
in their own bosoms. While, therefore, 
the choice of the preacher could never be 
a matter of popular election, there can be 
no question that it rested with the church, 
under the guidance of its Holy Head, to 
try the pretensions of the prophets ; to 
encourage or disallow their services ; and 
publicly to acknowledge the validity of the 
gift, when experience had afforded suffi- 
cient evidence that it was indeed of God. 
In order to bring our subject to a satis- 
factory conclusion, we must, in the last 
place, inquire what was the primitive plan 
of conducting congregational worship. If 
the clerical system which crept into the 
church in limes of diminished vigour and 
purity, and to which the generality of 
Christians are accustomed in the present 
day, had been instituted by our Lord, and 
practised by his earliest followers, there 
can be no doubt that we should have 
found ample notices of it in Scripture. 
We should have read of the congregations 
of the Lord's people, each under the presi- 
dency, guidance, and teaching of some one 
appointed preacher — who should act as 
the head, heart, lungs, and tongue of the 
whole assembly ; on whose lips all were 
to hang ; on whose doctrine all were to 
depend, to the utter exclusion of the rest 
of the congregation. But so far are we 
from finding such a pattern in the New 
Testament, that a directly contrary view 
is there presented to us. The Apostle 
Paul has given us, incidentally indeed, yet 
most graphically, a living description of 
the Christian assemblies for divine worship 
as they were held in his own day : see 
J Cor, 74, There we find that the vocal 
iaimstratioDS practised on these solemn 



occasions were in no decree restricted 
to the individual tenant of a pulpit ; bm 
were completely congregational, conducts 
ed under the immediate influences of the 
^Jpirii — in the liberty of the Holy Ghost 
One had a psalm, another a doctrine, 
another a tongue, another a revelation, 
another an interpretation. On all were 
poured forth, under different administra- 
tions, the gifts of the same Spirit. Aboye 
all, the blessed gift of prophecy, through 
which the word of truth was freely 
preached, was liberally diffused by the 
Great Head of the church — so that *'all 
might prophecy," (when rightly called to 
the work,) and all be edified. 

Here the whole body is represented to 
us as alive in the native power of truth— 
a joint and united spiritual priesthood, 
prepared of the Lord to offer up " spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable unto God through 
Jesus Christ." Now, since all the vocal 
offerings of primitive congregational wor- 
ship were thus prompted by the moving 
of the Holy Spirit, it follows that, when 
no such divine motion was felt, the con- 
gregation must have remained in silence. 
Nor is it, as I apprehend, possible that 
such a system of worship could have been 
conducted in true decency and order on 
any other basis. " Keep silence before 
me, all ye islands, and let the people 
renew their strength ; let them draw near, 
then let ihem speak, &c." " The Lord 
is in his holy temple ; let all the earth 
keep silence before him." These awful 
commands must surely have been found 
to have a virtual application to the primi- 
tive assemblies of God's people ; com- 
posed, as they were, of persons who 
dared not speak aloud in divine worship, 
except as the Holy Spirit gave them 
utterance. At such times of awful silence 
the Lord Jesus Christ must have been 
felt to be present with them, taking the 
office of Preacher into his own hands, and 
ministering to every member of the body 
according to its need. He is, indeed, " the 
Minister of the sanctuary, and of the true 
labemacle which God pitched, and not 
man," — our Prophet as well alt our Priest, 
who still speaks, by his Spirit, "with 
authority " — " as never man spake ;" and 
it is only as we are gathered to a living 
dcpendance upon his teaching, that we 
cau reaWy gcow and ftouivali ia religiooi 



dt^ THE SACRAMENTS. 



49 



^Tid bring fbrth the fruits of righteousness 
to ihe praise &nd glory of God. In the 
"whole mailer of Christian ministry — as 

Tls auihor, conductor, inspirer, and theme, 
and above all, as He who teaches us im- 
mediately by his Spirit — our Lord Jesus 
Christ is, and ever will be, our All in all. 
Could we but renounce our dependance 
on ihe systems, forms, and contrivances 
of men, and put the fulness of our trust 
in His wisdom, love, and power, there 
is every reason to believe that his truth 
would spread wiih wondrous energy ; and 
mighlily would that blessed day be has- 
tened, when '*the kingdoms of this world" 
shall " become the kingdoms of our Lord, 
and of his Christ.*' 



CHAPTER VIL 

ON THE SACRAMENTSi 

The oath Which it was customary to 
administer to every Roman soldier, on his 
joining the ai*mies of the empire, was call- 
ed a sacramtnt — sacred wordsj accompa- 
nied by a solemn interior meaning, by 
which the newly-erilisted warrior 'Was 
bound to the service of his general and 
his prince. No such terra is to be found 
in the Holy Scriptures ; nor is it easy to 
discover at what dale, or on what occasion, 
ii first found its way into the vocabulary 
of Christians. Its theological meaning, 
however, is ably developed by Hooker, as 
follows : " As often as we mention a sa- 
crament" says he, "it is improperly un- 
derstood ; for, in the writings of the ancient 
fathers, all articles which are peculiar to 
Christian faiih, all duties of religion, con" 
taming that which sense or natural reason 
cannot by itself discern, are most common- 
ly named sacraments. Our restraint of 
the word to some few principal divine 
ceremonies, jmpoftelh, in every such ce- 
remony, two things ; ihe substance of the 
ceremony itself, which is visible ; and be- 
sides that, somewhat else more secret, in 
reference whereunto we conceive that 
ceremony to be a sacrament." See John- 
son's Dictionary on the word. From this 
passage it is evident that the true point 
which is necessary to make anything a 



the outward sen^s and natural reason of 
man, and, therefore, an object of religious 
faith. Thus the word is applied to cer- 
tain ceremonies, because they are outward 
and visible signs of an inward grace, sup- 
posed to be annexed to them, and properly 
inherent in them. 

That there are, in the first and general 
sense of the word as used bv the ancient 
fathers, many sacraments in the Christian 
religion, cannot be denied ; for all the pe- 
culiar doctrines of our faith are mysteri- 
ous in the view of human reason — they 
contain a depth which the unassisted wis- 
dom of man cannot fathom. So also the 
precepts of Christianity are many of them 
peculiar, and have their foundation in Him 
who is himself the Word of God — the 
Wonderful One whom man knows not by 
nature, but in whom, nevertheless, " ard 
hid all the treasures of wisdom and know- 
ledge." Again, if certain ceremonies are 
called sacraments in consequence of somd 
mysterious virtue or powerful operation 
with which they are supposed to be con^ 
nected, it is certain that tM^ efficacious 
interior must in itself be still more a sac- 
rament — on the old logical principle, " Qua 
quidvis tale Jit, id magis tale est ; That 
by which anything becomes such, is itself 
more such,^^ 

On this last point tve shall have more 
to say hereafter; In the meantime a view 
must be taken of those ceremonies ot 
ordinances which are called sacraments^ 
becatise of their supposed necessary con- 
nexion with a hidden or mysterious ope- 
ration, or, in other Words, an inward gracd 
The Romish church insists on seven such 
ordinances; Baptism, Confirmation, the 
Eucharist, Penance, Ordination, Extreme 
Unction, and Marriage. From this list 
Protestants have selected baptism and 
the eucharist as the only sacraments of* 
Christianity ; these, therefore, will require 
our chief consideration. In the meantime^ 
in order to the clearing of our subject, il 
may be well to make a few remarks on 
ihe remaining five articles. 

1. Confrmntion, That it is the duty 
of parfenisj and oihfers who have the care 
of children, to train ihetn up in the nurture 
and admonitioti of the Lord, is an undoubt- 
ed truth ; and when they dome to an age 
approachii\^ \.o xftax:\vck<5^^\\ \^ 'a.\s?^^^^^\sv^ 



Sacrament, is some internal and mysieri- 

t)U8 truth or operation, hidden both from\c\ia\)txa,>oo>OpiQ\^>Jc^^\^^^^ 
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and iheir spiritual overseers, to confirm 
ihem, both by precept and example, in a 
religious life and conversation, that they 
may not enter the callings of the world, 
or be exposed to its manifold temptations, 
vtritbout the protection of those Christian 
principles which can alone insure their vir- 
tue here, or their eternal happiness here- 
after. 

So far we are fully warranted by the 
acknowledged principles of Scriptural 
truth. With respect to confirmation in 
its technical meaning, it may be defined 
as the ceremony by which young people, 
when they come to years of discretion, 
take upon themselves, under the laying on 
of the hands of the bishop, the vows made 
for them at their baptism in infancy by 
their sponsors — that they will renounce 
the world, the flesh, and the devil, and 
lead a righteous and godly life. It is al- 
most needless to say that such a ceremony 
is never once mentioned or alluded to in 
Scripture. Both among Roman Catho- 
lics and some t^rotestant churches it forms 
part of a plan which, whether expedient 
or not, notoriously belongs to the inven- 
tions of man, and not to the law of, 
God. 

It is not my present business to inquire 
what benefit may accure to individuals 
from their entering on such solemn engage- 
ments, or from the advice and institution 
with which the ceremony is usuallv 
accompanied. I have only to remark 
that whatsoever else confirmation may 
be, it is not a sacrament; because it 
is not necessarily or properly connected 
with any interior powerful operation, with 
any inward grace. Experience amply 
proves that thousands and tens of thou- 
sands of those who are recipients, and (so 
far as appears) honest and willing reci- 

Eients, of this ordinance of the church, are 
y no means partakers of an effective in- 
ward grace. On the contrary, they grow 
up to manhood in the character of mere 
worldlinfiTs, and ihrong the broad and easy 
road which leads to destruction. 

My lot was once cast in a foreign coun- 
try where this result is notorious. The 
clergy of the church, there established, 
are oi£cially engage in training the young 
of their flock, until the period arrives for 
confirmation. When this ceremony has 
ieejj performed, the young person is no 
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longer considered to be under any pec* 
liar clerical care. The vow has beei 
exacted, and liberty is now giv6n. Thii 
liberty soon degenerates into licentioM- 
ness ; and " confirmation," so far fi-oi 
being the fastening of the principles of 
Christian truth arS virtue, is found, ii 
very many instances, to be a sort of signdl 
for unrestrained entrance on the paths of 
vice. W^ho, then, can imagine that there 
is any inherent sacramental virtue in the 
ceremony of confirmation ? 

2. Penance. That there is an extreme 
danger of confounding penance with i& 
pentance, is evident from the fact that, 
in Roman Catholic versions of the Ncv 
Testament, the former is generally sub- 
stituted for the latter. Penance I under- 
stand to be disciplinary punishment, in- 
flicted by the Romish clergy on those 
who have acknowledged any transgressioi 
at confession. When some poor Irish- 
man, for example, is seen creeping round 
one of the chapels on his bare kneei, 
over rough stones, or is heard repeatinf 
a thousand Ave Marias, this is penance— 
a performance which Rome celebratei 
with the name of sacrament. This di» 
ciplinary infliction is considered, as I ufr 
derstand, to serve the purpose of satisfafr 
tion for sin. That it often takes the placi 
of those grand essentials of Christianity; 
^' repentance toward God and faith U^ 
ward our Lord Jesus Christ," is, in nj 
opinion, highlv probable. The sufferi 
which reconciles the oflender to his pri 
and procures him absolution as its ro 
is sufficient for the children of supeisti 
and ignorance ; they forget the nece 
of a broken spirit ; they forget the effi 
of the blood of Jesus for the blotting 
of sin. This tendency in the practice, 
penance, may possibly be at times c 
teracted by a watchful care on the part 
the clergy ; but no one can fail to percer 
that it is at once natural and hiffhly 
gerous. Be that as it may, howe 
penance, with its accompaniments, is 
sacrament ; it is destitute of any nece 
connexion with inward grace. Many 
those who are thus punished, and w 
absolved, sincere though they be in 
submission to the infliction, pursue 
path of sin ; are punished and absol 
again and again ; and have, in the 
nothing to depend upon for their sal 
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but priestly discipline and priesily abao' 

Ordination. Did the gift of the 
oly Uhosl Ifuly and necessarily ac- 
tompany ihs ceremony of oriiinalion, ihal 
uiiy miglit justly claim the name of 
sacrament. But aa the fact is oihei 
l^rise, and is generally understood and 
E^lowed to be so, ordination is an oiit- 
(■^vard form, without any hidden or niys- 
l''Sical interior ; and, therefore, no sacra- 
' .anent. 

L- 4. Extreme Unction. " la any sick 
nmong you?" says the Aposlle James; 
I**' let dim call for the elders of ihe church, 
[and let them pray over liim, anointing 
|t him with oil in the name of the Lord ; 
and tlie prayer of failli shall save the 
, sick, and the Lord shall raise him op 
and if he have committed sins, they shall 
be forgiven him." The apostle 
■ during the age of miracles ; when, 
»wer to the prayers of Ins saints, the sins of 
sick persons were freelj forgiven through 
'faiih in Jesus, and ihey were at the same 
lime restored to bodily health ; the mira- 
cle wrought on the body being the evi- 
dence of the spiritual deliverance or cure. 
Just such was the happy lot of the palsied 
sufferer, wIjo, after Jesus had forgiven 
his sins, wait miraculously healed, and 
look up his bed and walked. There is no 
reason to suppose that even in that day 
the anointing with oil (a common orien- 
tal practice) was of any efficacy for pro- 
curing eiiher the pardon of the soul or 
Uie cuie of the body. That it has no in- 
ward grace connected with it in the pre- 
sent day — that it is no means of obtaining 
reconciliation with God, no means of ad- 
mission into heaven, as many a snpersti- 
lious votary of Rome ignorantly imagines 
— is evident from the fact, that the old 
sign of the miraculous healingof iheboriy is 
totally wanting. Extreme unction, there- 
fore, whatever else it may be, is no sac- 
rament. 

5. Marriage. It is fervenily to be 
hoped, notwiih standing all ihe legal facili- 
ties which are, in the present day, given 
lo marriage, to the exclusion of religious 
ceremony as a necessary accompaniment, 
that this sacred tie will always be regard- 
ed by Christians as a religions compact, 
honourable in the sight of God and man, 
\ and bearing llie stamp oi a divine sanction 



and authority. Nor can it be denied that 
this compact has been blessed to many 
souls — that husband and wife, in very 
numerous instances, are found to be each 
other's helpers in spiritual things, and joint 
partakers of the " grace of life," But to 
imagine that inward grace is connected 
with the ceremony of marriage in such a 
sense, as that, when ihe latter is performed, 
the former is thereby bestowed, is to ima- 
gine a fiction of which experience is con- 
stantly demonstraUng the uiter futility. 
Rich blessing, therefore, as it is to man, 
and, when rightly entered into, truly a re- 
ligious, as well as a civil, covenant — Mar- 
riage unquestionably is no sacrament. 

On a calm review of the five articles of 
ecclesiastical practice or ceremony, which 
have now been briefly considered, it must 
be evident lo every impartial inquirer that 
there is no inherent mysterious virtue in 
any one of tliem. In making this asser- 
tion it is necessary for us to observe ihe 
distinction between the blessing which 
may rest on the sincere mind in the con- 
scientious performance of any supposed 
religious duty, and a hidden power In the 
performance itself, by which alone it is 
constituted a sacrament. I presume that 
even the votaries of Rome would allow 
that the reception of any of ihese cere- 
monies by the mere hypocrite would avail 
him rmthmg ; and the most zealous Pro- 
testants might willingly gram that the 
sincere and conscientious performance of 
ceremonies believed to be ordained of 
God, may be accompanied by a blessing, 
ven though the rites themselves are des- 
itute of any true divine aulhorily. But 
Rome asserts that there is in these cere- 
an inherent power or virtue, by 
which grace is conveyed to every sincere 
recipient. Protestants, on the contrary, 
are of the judgment — in accordance with 
the plainest dictates of reason and truth — 
that there is no such inherent power OP 
e in Confirmation, Penance, Ordina- 
, Supreme Unction, or Marriage ; and, 
therefore, thai none of these ceremonies 
are sacraments. And now, having briefly 
disposed of these five articles, we niusl 
proceed to take a view of the remaining 
two ceremonies, to which the generality 
of Protestants, as well as the members of 
the church of Rome, aiiL^v-ti^ t.-cit'^^ -ksv "sv- 
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name of sacraments — I mean water bap- 
Usm, and the eucharist. 

1. It is generally believed, both by Ro- 
pian Catliolics and Protestants, that water 
baptism was instituted by our Lord Jesus 
Christ as a standing ordinance in bis 
church. In this sentiment I cannot con- 
cur; but whether it is correct or otherwise, 
I believe it may be easily shown that this 
ceremony is no sacrament. We have no 
reason to imagine that it contains any in- 
herent power or virtue, by which grace is 
conveyed to the soul of the recipient — 
whether that recipient be the sincerely 
believing adult, ox the harmless, uncon-t 
scious infant. 

In order to unfold the subject with clear- 
ness, it n^ust, in the first place, be observed 
that the inward grace^ which is supposed 
to be contained in watep baptism, la the 
grace of regeneration-^the grace by which 
man, naturally corrupt and dead to holi- 
ness, is born again, or born spiritually, 
unto lighteousness. In adults this grace 
must be regarded as tantamount to con- 
version. 

The history of the New Testament 
furnishes no clear instance of the baptism 
of infants. The "household of Stepha- 
nas," and the families of Ljydia, and of the 
jailer at Philippi, may have included little 
children, or they may not ; we are in pos-. 
session of no evidence either way. In the 
meantime the examples are numerous, in 
the New Testament, of the baptism of 
grown-up persons. Many were they who 
nocked to the banks of Jordan, that they 
might receive this rite of purification at 
the hands of John. Even Jesus himself, 
who needed no repentance, submitted to 
the ceremony, because of the character 
which it then undoubtedly bore of a divine 
ordinance. And no sooner had he com- 
menced his own n^inistry, than his disr 
ciples made use of the same rite in his 
name ; so that, when a dispute arose ^* be- 
tween some of Jfohn^a disciples and the 
Jews about purifying,'* it was said to John, 
^* Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond 
Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, be- 
hold the same bs^piizeth, and all men come 
to him :" John 3 : 25, 26. 

It is probable that the disciples of Jesus 
continued to practise this rite dqrinji; the 
whole course of his ministry. So also the 
'^istorip^lhct is c}e^r, that, after our Lord's 



resurrection and asoension, they made I m 
frequent use of water baptism. Tbe I la 
converts on the day of Pentecost, the I pi 
Samaritan converts, the Ethiopian eunuch, I b 
Corneluis and his family, the jailer at I a 
Philippi, and Lydia, with their respeciife I a 
households, the Corinthian and Ephesiaa I ti 
believers, were all baptized with water, I ii 
by the hands of the apostles, or with tbeir 
sanction and authority : see Acts 2 : 38; 
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8; 12, 38; 9: 18; 10: 48; 16: 15, 
33; 18: 8; 19: 5. 

Now, I freely confess my own appre- 
hension that, in thus making U2»e of water 
baptism, the apostles and their brethren 
w^re not acting under any command from 
their Lord and Master, but only following 
up an old practice which was perfectly 
fan^iliar to the Jews. When the law was 
delivered to the Israelites from Mount 
Sinai, they were commanded to " wash 
their clothes ;** and the Rabbins determine 
that this washing was the immersion of 
their whole persons with their clothes on ; 
this being the baptism, or rite of purifi« 
cation, appointed for the people, on their 
entering into \\\e covenant of the law, 
We are assured by Maimonides, and other 
learned Jews, that the baptism of prosfri 
lytes to the Jewish faith was a practice on 
which their forefathers insisted from a 
very early antiquity ; and that no proselyte 
could be considered a partaker of tbe 
national privileges, who was not both 
circumcised ai^d baptized. If either cere- 
mony was wanting, the Judaism was 
incomplete.* 

Ii^ point of fact, bathing or washing in 
water, under some form or other, was the 
constant sign by which the Israelites were 
accustomed, under the Jewish law, to 
mark the changefrom defilement to purity, 
or from one degree of purity to another. 
Thus every new doctrine, every neir 
subject of belief, was accompanied by a 
corresponding cleansing of the body in 
water, The proselyte from heathenism 
was baptized on adopting the Israelite's 
faith, in the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. The disciple of John was bap- 
tizedji on a farther stage of belief — namely, 
in the near approach of the Messiah. The 
disciples of Jesus were baptized, in their 
turn, when they were converted to faith 
in the Messiah already come. Each step 

* hture Biah, eap.xiii. 
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«in the process indicated an advance in ihe 
'lew of holiness, and cacli step was accom- 
.panied, as a matter of course, by a new 
^baptism. Yet the rile of purificalioii, in 
l(«]l these cases, was of ihe same nature, 
^nd belonged lo the peculiar mode of 
ithinking and acting, to which ihe Israel- 
rites were accusiomed. In other words, it 
.belonged lo the system of divine worship 
ealabhalied under the law — a system 
, which "stood only in meats and drinks, 
and divers washings, (/JaTTTO/iOi?,) and car- 
I sal ordinances," imposed on the Jews until 
i.lhe " lime of reformation." From such 
f practices, so familiar to their ihoughts ajid 

I habits, the apostles of Jcsns were emanci- 
pated only by degrees. Neither did our 
; Lord insist on any sudden change in this 
I respect; but, having promulgated the 
I great doctrine that, under the Christian 
I dispensation, God, who is a Spirit, was to 
I be worshipped only in spirit and in truth — 
worshipped under the infiuence of iht 
L Holy Spirit, and in the reality, as dis- 
itinguished from the shadow, type, ot 
f__figure — be left that grand principle to 
■ work its own way'in the minds and hearts 
of his followers. In tije meantime his 
example on the subject of baptism was 
very significant. Before he commenced 
his own ministry, he submitied to the bap- 
tism of John, which was divinely autho- 
rized, and formed part of the [ighteousnesf 
which then was; but, as the messengei 
of the New Covenant, he personally 
abstained from the use of any such riie. 
When the Aposile John records " how 
the Piiarisees had heard that Jesus made 
and baptized more disciples than John," 
its adds, " though, or howbeit [Koirofye) 
Jesus himself baptized not, but his die. 
ciplea ;" 4 : 2, 

Shortly, or immediately before his as- 
cension, and in the course of his part 
ing conversation with his disciples, our 
Saviour made repeated mention of baptism. 
Then it was that he gave his apostles their 
commission to preach the gospel to the 
Gentiles — " baptizing them in (or into) 
the name of the Father, and of the So 
and of the Holy Ghost:" Mall. 28: 1 
Were we to grant that water baptism wi 
here intended, it obviously does not follow 
that our Lord instituted this ceremony fi 
the use of his apostles ; much le^s that he 
established it as a permanent ordinance 



his church. The apostles, as has been 
observed, were already in the practice of 
using this rile ; and if the outward cere- 
mony was here iiiiended, our Lord's words 
cannot (as I conceive} be fairly understood 
as commanding it, but only as giving to it 
(or rather to ibe minisiry wiih which it 
vas connected) a new direction. The 
ipostles had Iiilherto confined their labours 
to their fellow-countrymen, who were 
believers in the Father and the Holy 
Gliost ; and the faith into which they were 
the means of bringing them, and into 
which they baptized, was faith in Jeaus 
the incarnate Son. Now ihey were to go 
forth among the idolatrous heathen, and 
he faith in which they were to instruct 
heir hearers— the faith into which ihcir 
di^clrine and baptism were to introduce 
them was faith in the lrue(Jod — Jbhovau 
Elohim, the Father, and the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost. In this point of view the 
words Doctrine and Bnplism were almost 
synonymous— it being, as before remarked, 
the acknowledged principle of the Jews, 
that where there was a new doctrine, there 
also, as a matter of course, was a new 
baptism. 

But Jesus was accustomed lo speak of 
baptism in a spiritual sense ; (Mark 10 ; 
39 ;) and another passage, in which, in his 
last conversation with his disciples, he 
adverted to the subject, seems to afford a 
key to his meaning liere. " Being assem-i 
bled together with them," (immedirtlely 
before bis ascension,) he "commanded 
them that they should not depart from 
Jerusalem, but wait for Ihe promise of ihe 
Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of 
me. For John truly baptized with water ; 
but ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost not many days hence :" Acts I ; 
4, 5. On the day of Pentecost the apos- 
ilas, and with ihcm the whole infant 
church, weie, indeed, baptized with the 
Holy Ghost; and, being [bus endowed, 
they were made instrumental (under the 
power of Him who promised to be wjlh 
them always unto the end of the world) 
in extending tlie same baptism to others, 
Tlieir's was a living minisiry ; the words 
which they spoke, like those of their 
divine Master, were spirit and they were 
life. Thus was their pieaching the mpaas 
of bringing down a. mo%V 'oV.e.'i^^^ ■«5iNv&.^v^ 
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was the case with Peter when he declared 
the truths of the gospel to Cornelius and 
his friends. Not by any form, not by any 
outward element, but by the proclamation 
of the whole truth, under the power of 
God, they baptized the Jews into the 
name of Jesus — the Gentiles into the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost. Well, therefore, 
might Paul (an undoubted partaker in the 
great apostolic commission) say to the 
Corinthians, ** Christ sent me not to bap- 
tize, (i. e., with water,) but to preach the 
gospel." Well might he add that the 
*' preaching of the cross is to them thai 
perish foolitiihness, but unto us which are 
saved it is the power of God ;" 1 Cor. 
1 : 17, 18. 

This view of the subject perfectly agrees 
with Mark 16: 15, 16: *'Go ye into all 
the world, and preach ihe gospel to every 
creature ; he that belie vet h, and is bap- 
tized, shall be saved.*' He that believes 
the gospel from ihe heart, dnd is baptized 
by the one iSpirit into the one body, shall 
indeed receive the " end " of his faith, 
** even the salvation " of his soul : comp. 
1 Pet. 3 : 21, 22. 

On the review of this- statement, the 
unprejudiced inquirer may perhaps agree 
with me in the sentiment, that there is no 
sufficient evidence in the New Testament 
that water baptism was ordained by our 
Lord ; or that we are required to observe 
this ceremony as of permanent obligation, 
under the Christian dispensation. The 
more we reflect on the spiritual and vital 
nature of the New Covenant, the clearer 
(as I believe) will be our apprehension 
that all types and shadows, in the worship 
and service of God, are by a general law 
abolished, having received their fulfilment 
in the glorious realities of the gospel ; and 
being tor ever finished, in point of autho- 
rity, first, by the sacrifice of the Son of 
God on the cross, and secondly, by its 
blessed conseqnence — the outpouring of 
the Holy Ghost on the church of Christ. 

To continue to observe such types and 
shadows, seems to me to be an adherence 
to the principles of the Jewish law, and 
to be at variance with one of the grand 
featuresof our common Christianity. But 
whatever may be the conclusion deduced 
from our premises on this point, one thing 
jysfjjears to be dear — l}jat the rite of bap- 



tism, as practised by John the Baptist and 
the apostles, contained no hidden or mys- 
terious grace, no regenerating or couvert- 
ing power, whereby the honest recipienti 
of the ceremony were made partakers of 
newness of life. In other words, it was 
no sacrament. In order to substaniiate 
this remark, we have only to recur to the 
plain history of the subject. 

When the multitudes from Jenisalein, 
Decapolis, and other places, flocked to the 
banks of Jordan, to be baptized by John, 
it may be presumed that many of them 
were sincere in the belief of his doctrine, 
and were truly brought to repentance to- 
ward God. Now, 01 this repentance, if 
we may judge from the analogy of Scrip- 
ture, his preaching was the means, and 
the baptism by which it was accompanied 
nothing more than the appointed sign. 

Again, whdn *' Jesus made and baptized 
more disciples than John," (John 4 : 1,) 
or rather, when Jesus macle these disciples, 
and his followers baptized them» (see ver. 
2J there can be no doubt that the grace 
of conversion went forth toward these 
new believers under the preaching of 
Jesus ; and that the ceremonial act of the 
apostles, which followed their conveniioo, 
was simply the visible sign and acknow- 
ledgment of that which had already taken 
place. Just similar was the case with 
the three thousand converts on the day of 
Pentecost, (Acts 2 : :]8 ;) with the Ethio- 
pian who was convinced and converted 
under the preaching of Philip, (8 : 38 ;) 
with Lydia and her household, and the 
jailer and his family, at Philippi, (16 : 15, 
38 ;) with the believing Corinthians, (18: 
8;) and Ephesians, (19 : 5.) All these 
were brought to a knowledge and accep- 
tance of the truth as it is in Jesus, by 
means of apostolic preaching ; and were 
afterward baptized, by the hands or with 
the petfnission of the apostles, as a public 
sign of that conversion which had already 
taken place. 

Saul himself is a notable example of 
the same chaiacter. Who can doubt that 
his regeneration took place, by a singular 
and immediate act of divine grace, when 
the Lord Jesus arrested him on his jour- 
ney with an exceeding great light, and 
spake to him with a voice from heaven ? 
His subsequent baptism was clearly t 
ceremonial act, by which was denoted the 
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raahin^ away of hie sins in the blood of 
>e8us, and itie change of heart which God 

bad already wrought in him. 

The account of ihe Samaritans, who 

■attended to ihe preaching of Philip, (Acts 
8 : 12,) and of Cornelius and his family, 

.who listened to the words of Peter, (10 : 
43,) are both worthy of particular con- 
sideration, in reference to this subject. 
The Kanaarilans, including the sorcerer 
Simon, when they beheld the miracli 
wrought by Philip, were unable to resist 
the evidence ; ihey gave ciedence to the 
word preached, and " were baptized, bolh 
men and women." Yet we find that they 
had not then received the full grace of 
conversion, as ia obvious in the case of 
Simon ; for it expressly declared that 
"the Holy Ghost was fallen upon none 
of them, only they were baptized in thi 
name of ihe Lord Jesus :" ( Acts 8 : 16.) 
Afterward, wholly apart from their bap. 
tiam, that grace was bestowed upon them 
(Simon excepted) through the laying on of 
the hands of the Aposles Peter and John, 
On the contrary, Cornelius and his friends 
were most remarkably baptized wiih the 
Holy Ghost, imder the preaching of Peter ; 
and after they had received this divine 
gift, they submitted to the ceremony ol 
water baplifm, which was the token and 
recognition, but not the means, of ihei 
regeneraiion, 

In all these cases it is surely very clea 
that the grace, virtue, or interior power of 
regeneraiion was not inherent in the cere- 
mony of baptism, but was the gift of God 
through other means; and that the 
remony served its own purpose only; 
namely, that of an outward, visible, and, 
for the most part, piibhc sign. The same 
view of the subject is obviously applicable 
to the baptism of adult converts in the 
present day, whether those conli 
made from among nominal Ciiristftns, or 
in the heathen world. They hear the 
words of truth ; they receive, or arc sup- 
posed to receive, the grace of conversion, 
through the instrumentality of ihe preach- 
er; and water baptism, a purely cere- 
monial practice, is afterward added as a 
public confession or sign. The grace ol 
regeneration is no way inherent in the 
ceremony iiself, and, therefore, whatevei 
else it may be, that ceremony is no sacra- 
ment 



Much less is the inward grace of rege- 
neraiion contained in this rite when ap- 
plied to unconscious infants. These are 
all equally worthy recipients of the water 
f baptism. The Roman Catholic church, 
and not a few professing Protestants, 
declare that water to be the water of re- 
ation. They even allow of no 
regeneraiion but that which they suppose 
o be inherent in the drops which are 
;prinkled on the bodies of these innocents. 
3ut what is the actual result — what the 
practical fruit of this ceremony, which 
lime and experience develope ? A vast 
proportion of thesechildren prove, bytheir 
subsequent conduct and character, that 
they have never been born again — born 
from above — born of the Spirit, To the 
■ard grace of regeneration they are 
utter strangers, and, while they " follow 
he miiliiliide to do evil," they afford a 
papable and unanswerable argument to 
convince us that, whatsoever may be the 
supposed advantage or authority of the 
practice, infant baptism is destitute of 

ly interior grace, or power of regenera- 
ting tho soul, and is, therefore, no sacra- 

[I. And now we must advance lo 
the one remaining practice of professing 
Christians, which is not only reaarded, 
both by many Protestanla as welf as by 
the Roman Catholics, as a sacrament, but 
is looked upon as aacred above all other 
ceremonies of the church, and is often 
spoken of, par excellence, as the sacra- 
ment. Unwilline as I am to run coonier 
to any habitual feelings of reverence in 
my fellow-Chrisiians, truth compels me 
to confess my own judgment, that this 
ceremony also, accordinc; to Hooker's 
definition of the term, is destitute of any 
claim to such a title. 

1 cannot, however, allow that the Lord's 
supper, as it was practised by the primi- 
tive Christians, came under the head of 
ceremonies. A little attention to the 
history of the practice will suffice to con- 
vince us that it bore a different character. 

It was a common custom among the 
Jews, at their suppers or dinners, to break 
their loaf of bread in order to distribute 
it among the company, and to take this 
opportunity of returning thanks to that 
gracious Beingwho 80 hQ'AaV.Wi.'^-«w?^'«&- 
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handed round lie table, to be idrunk of by 
each individual, for the refreshment of ihe 
body, yet in token, probably^ of social and 
rcliffious fellowship.* 

1 here can be no doubt that this custom 
was observed by the Lord Jesus and his 
disciples, as by other Jews, when they 

Cartook of their daily social meals ; and we 
ave a disiinct account of their doing so 
at the last paschal supper, which they ate 
together, fur the sustenance of the tody, 
as well as in obedience to the Jaw of God 
on this particular subject. It was, how- 
ever, amost touching and solemn occasion. 
The lamb of the passover Was an expres- 
sive type of Jesus himself— ^he Lamb 
of God who taketh away the sin of the 
world ; and the hour was now at hand 
when he was to be offered up on the 
cross as a propitiatory sacrifice for the 
sins of all mankind. No wonder that 
at such a time he saw meet to give to 
customs, otherwise familiar, a religious 
direction ; to speak of the bread which he 
was breaking, as a symbol of his own 
body, so soon to be broken ; and of the 
cup of wine which he handed to his friends, 
as a token of his own blood which was 
now about to be shed. No wonder that 
he should command his immediate follow- 
ers, when they observed these customs, 
(whether at the feast of the passover, or 
on other more common occasions,) to do 
so in remembrance of Him. ** Take, eat, 
this is my body which is broken for you ; 
this do in remembrance of me:*' and again; 
" This cup is the New Testament in my 
blood : this do, as oft as ye drink it, in 
remembrance of me." 

In pursuance of this command^ we find 
that the primitive disciples were careful, 
even at their social meals, to keep the 
Lord, who died for them, always in re- 
ftiembrance. These believers had all 
things in common; and, "continuing daily 
with one accord in the temple, and oreak- 
ing bread frtrni house to house, did eat 
their meat with gladness and singleness 
of heart :" Acts 2 : 46. It was at their 
daily meals that they broke their bread ; 
and then, doubtless, that they called to 
mind that sacred body which the bread 
symbolized, and which had been broken 
for the salvation of iheir souls. After a 
]ht)e lime^ however, When the number of 
* /5fc» L^/aoi, Hot, Heb. in Malt. 



Christians became larger, and churchei 
were formed in various parts of the worid, 
the daily social meal' was^ naturally enough, 
exchanged for the weekly love-feast-^l 
moderate repast, of which the believers in 
each place partook together, in token of 
their mutual goodwill and leligious fet' 
iowship. 

It appears that these repasts were held 
on the fiist day of the week ; but sepa^at^ 
ly from their meetings for worship. Patil 
and his companions partook of the love- 
feast, on that day, at Troas, where the dis- 
ciples ** had come together to break 
bread ;" and when he ** had broken bread, 
and eaten, and talked a long while, so he 
departed :" Acts 20: 7, U. So at the 
close of the first ctntury we find, from 
Pliny's celebrated letter to the Emperor 
Trajan, that the Bithynian Christians met, 
early in the morning, on a staled (doubts 
less the Jirst) day of the week, for the 
purpose of worshipping Christ ; and at a 
later hour of the same day assembled 
again, in order to partake ox a moderate 
social meal. This was evidently the love- 
feast, wheiw the bread was eaten and the 
wine drunk, in commemoration of the 
death of Jesus — the crucified, but now 
living and reigning Saviour. 

The love-feast is particularly mention- 
ed by the Apostle Paul in his epistle to 
the Corinthians, whom he sharply reproves 
for a most miserable abuse of tnis practice. 
It appears that the Corinthians flocked to 
this meal in a careless and irregular man- 
ner ; that many of them abused it for the 
sinful indulgence of their appetites ; that, 
while some were left to hunger, others 
were feeding themselves luxuriously, and 
drunken with wine. Another subject of 
complaint was, that persons who partook 
of this Christian meal, which the apostle 
calls the' Lord's supper, (doubtless because 
of its*rfesemblance to the last supper of 
which the Lord partook with his disci- 
ples,) were also accustomed to unite in 
the feasts of the heathen, and to eat meats 
which had been offered to idols. The 
apostle sharply reproves both these abuses, 
which were, indeed, utterly opposed to 
that devotional feeling, and that holy 
moderation, which become the Christian 
character* *• The cup of blessing which 
we bless, is it not the communion of the 
blood (^itotvtdvCa tov aiftaroc) of Christ t 
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'he bread which we break, is it not the 
loramunion of the body (Kotvuvla tov 
i/ifflTOf) of Christ f For wa being many, 
one bread and one body ; for we are 
1 partakers of thai one bread. Behoid 
rael after the flesh: are not they which 
if the sacrifices, partakers of the altar? 
{KOiVGJVot TOV dvaia^-qpiov.) What say I 
then ? ihitt the idoi is anything? or that 
■which is offered in sacrifice lo idols is any- 
thing? But I say that the things which 
the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to 
devils, and not to God ; and I would not 
that ye should have fellowship wilh devils, 
(^Koivtjvav^ TUT 6ainoviuv yeveaSiu.) 

As the priests who ale of the flesh of 
the sacrifices which had been offered on 
the Lord's allar, were united partakers 
(KO(i'wi'o()ofihe altar — i.e., of those things 
which apperlained to the altar and the 
sacrificial service of God ; and as the 
heathen feasters were united partakers of 
devils — i.e., of those things which respect- 
ed the worship of devils ; so the Christian 
believers who attended the Lord's supper, 
were united partakers of ihe body and 
blood of Christ — i. e., of those things 
which had respect to the body and blood 
of Christ. 

In making use of these expressions, the 
apostle refers to the circurnstance, that it 
wascustomary.andongihe primitive Chris- 
tians, to break iheir bread and drink thei) 
wine, on these occasions of social and re- 
ligious fellowship, in commemoration of 
the body and blood of Christ — or, in other 
words, of his propitiatory death on the 
cross. The religious direction of the prac- 
tice had, indeed, been grievously overlook- 
ed by those persons who had abosed it for 
iheir own carnal gratification. " When ye 
come together, therefore, into one ph 
says Paul, " this is not to eat the Lord^s 
supper; for in eating, every one taketh 
before other his own supper ; and one 
hungry and another is drunken. What, 
have ye not houses lo eat and lo drink in ? 
or despise ye the church of God, and 
shame them that have not? What shall 
' I say to you ? Shall I praise you in this 1 
I praise you not." The apostle foil 
up this just rebuke with a brief desc 
lion of the Lord's last supper with his 
disciples, when he broke the bread and 
handed round the cup of wine, as symboli 
of his own body and blood — an accoutil. 
H 



which (either by immediate revelation or 
through the medium of the other apostles) 
he had "received of the Lord." He re- 
minds them of the true intent of the ob- 
ervance — " for as oft as ye eat this bread, 
nd drink this wine, ye do show the Lord's 
death till he come;" points out to them 
the danger of eating and drinking unwor- 
thily, " not discerning the Lord's body ;" 
and exhorts them to a Christian and order- 
ly conduct on these occasions of social 
enjoyment and solemn religious comme- 
loration. " Wherefore, my brethren, 
when ye come together to eat, tarry one 
for another. And if any man hunger, 
(that is, be very hungry,*) let him eat at 
home, that ye come not together unto con- 
demnation :" 1 Cor. U : 33, 34. 

Now, on a review of this simple state- 
ment, it is evident, lo my apprehension, 
that the love-feast, or Lord's supper of tha 
earlv Christians, ranged under the head, 
not of religious ceremonies appertaining 
to the worship of God, but rather under 
that of pious practices, in connexion with 
the social duties and enjoyments of the pre- 
sent life. It was impressing a religious 

idency and direction on a particular 
custom which naturally spread from the 
Jewish lo the Geniile believers. It was 
one instance of conformity to the general 
principle — " Whether ye eat or drink, or 
hutsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God :" and again ; "do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and 
the Father by him :" 1 Cor. 10:31; Coi. 
I cannot perceive that our Lord's 
injunction can be reasonably understood 
to extend beyond the limits of the custom 
' ' h it refers — " As oft as ye drink 
this cup, do it in remembrance of me." 
Just so the washing of the feet of a neigh- 
bour or a friend was customary among 
the Jews at the Christian era. Our Sa- 
viour, therefore, enjoins his disciples to 
wash one another's feet — the substance 
of the command being obviously that they 
should be kind and submi^isive one to an- 
other, in love. The practice has ceased, 
but the spirit of the commandment remains 
the same. So I apprehend that the sub- 
stance of the olhei injunclion^thal sub- 
stance which will ever continue, whether 
the custom to which it related be main- 
tained or not — is rieit!v« wnsr^ -^tA "^s.i* 
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than this — thai Christians should ever 
keep in deep and hallowed remembrance 
the dying love of the Saviour of men * 

Tertullian, at the end of the second 
century, speaks of the celebration of the 
eucharist in connexion with the meals of 
the Christians — in tempore victus ;* but 
it was at a somewhat earher date, as we 
learn from a well-known passage in the 
works of Justin Martyr, (a. d. 147,) that 
the practice in question had assumed the 
form, in some parts of the church, of a 
directly ceremonial observance. The 
morsel of bread was then eaten, and the 
wine tasted by the believers, at the close 
of their assemblies for worship — not for 
the satisfaction of any bodily want, but 
simply as a religious rite. Every one 
knows that this is the character of the 
Lord's supper, as it is now used among 
Christians. It has become a purely cere- 
monial act, and is regarded, especially 
among Roman Catholics, as the most 
solemn part or article in the public wor- 
ship of God. Under this new character 
it seems directly to interfere with the 
general law, that, under the gospel dis- 
pensation, God is to be worshipped spiri- 
tually ; that all types and figures in the 
worship of the Most High are now ex- 
changed for the eternal reality and sub- 
stance of religion ; that they are at once 
fulfilled and abolished by the coming in 
the flesh, and propitiatory death, of the 
Son of God. 

In the meantime, whether we look at 
the practice of the early Christians, or 
that which has prevailed among the pro- 
fessors of the truth in modern days, we 
are left without the shadow of an evidence 
that the participation of bread and wine, 
in the Lord's supper, is a sacrament — i. e., 
an outward observance, properly contain- 
ing an interior grace. 

In order to render this point clear, we 
must advert, first, to the Roman Catholic, 
and, secondly, to the Protestant, view of 
this subject. 

The inherent mystery which the advo- 
cates of Rome ascribe to the bread and 
wine, is an actual bodily participation of 
that which the bread and wine symbolize, 
even the body and blood of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ. They strangely imagine that, 
after the consecration, by a priest, of the 

* J>s Coron. miiit. 



wafer and the wine, these substances are 
miraculously converted into that body anl 
blood which are truly and substantially 
eaten and drunk by those who partake o( 
the sacred elements ; and they farther al- 
lege that this corporeal eating of Christ's 
body conveys with it a spiritual blessing 
to the soul, and is one appointed and n^ 
cessary means of man's salvation. 

These preposterous notions have, in my 
judgment, no other origin than the direfid 
superstition which, not very long after the 
times of the apostles, began to brood like 
a cloud over the professing church of 
Christ, and involved it by degrees in gross 
and perilous darkness. Yet the Romish 
church pleads, as authority for transub* 
stantiation, the words of Jesus when he 
brake the loaf and distributed it to his dis« 
ciples : " This is my body which is bro- 
ken for you." The question, then, liesia 
the meaning of these words. Now, there 
is a clear and all-sufficient reason why 
our Lord cannot be understood as decla- 
ring that the bread which he had broken 
was actually his body — namely, that his 
body was then a living frame, not yet bro- 
ken — a veritable body — which his disci- 
ples saw and harxdled, and which was 
occupying a portion of space distinct from 
that which the bread occupied, while the 
very words which form the subject of dis- 
pute were flowing from its lips. Chris- 
tianity most justly requires us to believe 
many mysterious truths which are beyond 
reason ; but it never yet claimed our faith 
in that which is contrary to reason. It was, 
indeed, attested by many miracles — sus- 
pensions and counteractions 6f the esta- 
blished order of nature ; but here there is 
su pposed, not merely a miracle, but an actu- 
al, physical impossiSilily. The same body 
or substance cannot possibly exist in two 
places at once. To suppose the contrary 
is to suppose an absolute absurdity — that 
which never was, is not, and never can be. 

Nor is the case at all diflerent in the 
present day. We may rest assured that 
the glorified body of Christ is in heaven 
— a place of infinite enjoyment and glory. 
It is not possible that it should at the same 
time be in the hands of the priest on earth, 
whether in the form of a wafer, or under 
any other appearance — much less in the 
hands of a thousand priests at once, ia a 
thousand different places. 



1 

tb!e 
ino« 

mai 
Terl 
rep 
lii 
pic 
it 
h 



ON THE SACRAMENTS. 



That our text does not afford any reason- 
kble pretejct for the fabrication of bo enor- 
110U9 a fiction, a little cainn consideration 
36 sufficient lo evince. It is surely 
Htnatier of common parlance to use the 
Werb " to be" in the sense of figuring or 
fl^epresenting ; as for example, any one 
■^might say, when looking at figures ia a 
■picture representing Christ and the Apos- 
tle Paul, That is the Saviour ! that is 
Paul ! We ought, moreover, to remember 
that our Lord spoke, as there is every 
reason to believe, in the vernacular Syriac, 
[■ in which language the verb in the senience 
' " This is my body," would not have been 
expressed at all ; as the reader may satisfy 
himself by a reference to the old Synai 
version of ihe New Teslaraent. " Thii 
— tay body," said our blessed Lord, ai 
lie held the bread in his hands; word: 
which may, with perfect propriety, b( 
understood as conveying the idea that th* 
bread symbolized or represented his body, 
I As ihe corporeal eating of the body ol 
\\ Christ must, therefore, be regarded as ficti- 
I tious, it would be irrelevant to argue the 
second question, whether such an eating 
conveys grace to the soul. That which 
has tio existence, can have no effects. But 
in the notion that the body of Christ is 
1 sctuaLly earen in the consecrated wafer, 
I »nd thai this carnal act is necessary to 
salvation, there is surely much tliai de- 
grades the cause of truth ; much that di- 
rects the minds of those who are honestly 
seeking their salvation, into wrong chan- 
nels ; much that is calculated to divert 
from a simple reliance on the crucified, 
risen, and reigning Saviour, and to sub- 
stitute for him an idol of man's own ima- 
gining. How many poor bewildered sin- 
■ ners have been taught, on their death-beds, 
to regard this ceremony, with ks supposed 
hidden mystery, as their viaticum lo hea- 
Ten, instead of casting themselves, indeep 
repentance and lively failh, on Him who 
died for-ihem ; and through whose blood 
and righteousness alone we can enter the 
portals of heaven, and take possession of 
the inheritance of the saints in light. In 
so corrupt a superstition, so gross a per- 
version of the great realities of the gospel, 
I there can surely be no inherent grace ; 
but rather loss, and danger, and sometimes 
1 perhaps even death, to the immortal spirit. 
} Hot/, then, in the second place, doea 



this matter stand with those Protestants 
who, while theyrejeci the Romish doctrine 
of transubstaniiaiion, and regard it as ut- 
terly unreasonable, nevertheless practise 
the eucharist as a ceremony in divine 
worship, and under the notion that it con- 
tains, within itself, some mysterious power 
for the benefit of souls ? Is such a notion 
founded on Scripture ? or is it justified by 
experience ? I apprehend that both iheaa 
quesliona inust be answered in the nega- 
tive. The precept of Christ, to which 
Protestants as well as Papists refer as 
their authority for the rile, makes mention 
of the breaking of the bread and the hand- 
ing of the cup only as a memorial — " Do 
it in remembrance of me." Accordingly 
we find that the early Christians, without 
the slightest view (as far as appears) to 
any internal mystery, apphed that practice 
10 the purpose of commemoration. This 
commemoration might be blessed to the 
souls of the right-minded, who truly de- 
sired to keep their Lord in remembrance ; 
hut we have no reason to suppose that 
there was any peculiar inward grace con- 
nected with it, any more than with other 
acts of Chrisiian piety. The true feedmg 
on the body and blood of Christ by a li- 
ving faith, might or might not accompany 
the practice in question ; and certainly 
this feeding might take place at other 
seasons, when the outward symbol was 
far removed from the Chrisiian believer. 
Now, if there was no inward grace inhe- 
rent in the practice, and inseparable from 
ii when honestly performed, that practice 
Tvas no sacrament. 

Much less can it be regarded in that 
point of view in its present form, as a 
ceremony in the worship of God. That 
ibis ceremony may be overruled, as a 
solemn remembrancer, to the benefit of 
minds, I am by no means disposed 
10 dispute ; but such an effect affords no 
evidence that there is'a mystical interior 
attached to the rite, and properly con- 
tained in it ; and this could alone render 
it a sacrament. On the other hand, there 
is surely a danger lest the rite in question 
ihould operate unfavourably, especially in 
hose persons who have the strongest sense 
of devotion and mystery attached to it. 
To them it may often prove a diversion 
from the very troth; asi,\.h*li>>.\\V\'i"\'i^'^* 
\\ie\caa loitivW'Oat ■i'ivct*^^^-^^'^-^- -v^-=s.^- 
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serable exchange of Christ himself, for a 
favourite symbol or shadow. 

It IS a singular corifirmation of these 
remarks, that many of the clergy, in the 
present day, who have departed from their 
former simplicity in this matter, and are 
now laying an almost popish stress on 
the ceremony of the eucharist, have at 
the same time divested their discourses 
to the people, of the cardinal doctrine of 
Christ crucified. Thus, while thp symbol 
of the Saviour who died for us is inordi- 
nately cherished, the Saviour himself, and 
his most precious atoning sacrifice, are 
made to retreat within the vail of awful 
concealment — perhaps of absolute obli- 
vion. 



It appears, then, that, whether we allow 
or disallow the practices of water baptism 
and the Lord's supper, as they are now 
used among Christian professors, we are 
broughtto a sound conclusion that, like the 
ceremonies of the Jewish law, they are 
destitute of any interior mystery or grace 
by which the soul can be affected ; and 
can be regarded only as shadows or re- 
presentations of those divine mysteries 
which truly belong to the plan of our re- 
demption, and are absolutely necessary to 
salvation. 

Now, it is on all hands acknowledged 
that, had such mysteries been inherent in 
the rites of baptism and the eucharist, 
they would have imparted to these cere- 
monies the true character of sacraments. 
On the logical principle, therefore, already 
alluded to — Quo quidvis tale Jit, id magis 
tale (that by which anything becomes 
such, is itself more such) — we cannot re- 
fuse to allow that these blessed realities 
are themselves sacraments indeed. Yes, 
Christianity has her sacraments in very 
truth — not any outward form affecting the 
bodies of men — but a spiritual baptism 
and a spiritual supper. Both these are 
clearly introduced to our notice, and 
strongly insisted on as of vital impor- 
tance, by our Lord himself and his apos- 
tles. 

First, as to spiritual baptism ; it is 
divine in its character, proceeding not by 
any natural law, but immediately and 
supematiirally from that God who is a 
spirit. It is that sovereign work of grace 
hy which the dark, dead, sinful soul of 



man is enlightened, quickened, and con- 
verted to God ; so as to be translated into 
the kingdom of Christ even in this worid, 
and to become a partaker of the divine 
nature, by a new creation. 

Sometimes it is described as a new 
birth, as in John 1 : 12, 13 : " As many 
as received him, to them gave he pow«r 
to become the sons of God, which were 
born not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God :" 
and still more at large by our Savioiff 
himself in John 3 : 3-8 : " Except a man 
be born again, {avcjdsv, i. e., as in the 
margin, from above*) he cannot see the 

kingdom of God Except a man 

be born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdona of God." 
The latter of these clauses is an enlarged 
repetition, or paraphrase of the former. 
To be born of water and the Spirit, and 
to be born from above, are synonymous 
terms. Hence it is clear that the sub- 
stantive water is here used, as in many 
other passages of Scripture, figuratively— 
to denote the cleansing influence of the 
Spirit, which comes *' from above ;" so 
that " water and the Spirit " must here 
be regarded as expressing only the Holy 
Spirit and his divine influence. This 
view is confirmed by the immediate con- 
text in the verses which follow : *• That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh ; and 
that which is bom of the Spirit is spiriL 
Marvel not that 1 said unto you, Ye must 
be bom again (or from above.) The wind 
bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest 
|ihe sound thereof, but canst not tell 
where it cometh, nor whether it goeth; 
so is every one that is born of the Spirit' 
This divine work is described by the 
Apostle Paul as a washing: see 1 Cor. 6: 
9-11. " Be ye not deceived ; neither for- 
nicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, &c^ 
shall inherit the kingdom of God. And 
such were some of you, but ye are washed, 
4-0." Again, Eph. 5 : 25, 26 : ** Christ 
also loved the church, and gave himself for 
it, that he might sanctify and cleanse it 
with the washing of water by the word." 
Here the word, even the preaching of the 
gospel, is set forth as the appointed means 
by which Christ washes or baptizes his 
church — a doctrine which proves that t 



* This is the sense in which the Apostl* John i^ 
waje usee the word. 
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u]y anointed minister of the Lord Jesns 
Wy,ihro'igh tiie powerof his ever-present 
l^lper, thus baptize his hearers into the 
«ne of the Father, and of the Son, and 
f the Hoiy Ghost. But ihis is a work 
Bchich the Lord is sometimes pleased to 
I Bffect without the intervention of any hu- 
l^nan instrumentality, as was the case with 
Ik^Paul himself. The marvellous change of 
I'lieart which he had experienced, is else- 
where described by the apostle underthe 
' same figure : see Tit. 3 : 3-6; " For we 
ourselves also were sometimes foolish, 

^ disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusis 
and pleasures, living in malice and envy, 
L hateful, and hating one another. But after 
I'' that ihe kindness and love of God our 

Savionr toward man appeared ; not by 
I works of righieousness which we have 

done, but according to his mercy he saved 

us, by ihe washing of regeneration and 
I renewing of ihe Holy Ghost." Like the 
7 water and the Spirit in John 3, the wash- 
■gtgr of regeneration and renewing of the 
pidfy Ghost may be regarded as perfectly 
■ identical. These terms appear to set forth 
" one blessed and necessary work, even the 

baptism of Christ, the baptism of the 

f Under the gospel dispensation, Jesus 
I Christ is the true Baptizer. " I indeed 
I baptize you with water unto repentance," 
I said John the Baptist; "but he thai co- 
ll meth after me is mightier than L whose 
shoes I am not worthy lo unloose; he 
shaJl baptize you with the Holy Ghost, 
and with fire :" Matt. 3 : II. Inthegos- 
pel of John the Holy Ghost alone is men- 
tioned. As for the lire, like the water in 
John 3, it may here stand for that divine 
influence by which the soul of the belie- 
■ver is purified, and his very heart changed 
^within him. When this baptism is ex- 
perienced, he puts ofi""the old man, which 
is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts," 
and puis on " the new man, which after 
God is created in righteousness and true 
bolineaa." 

Lastly,that quickening, cleansing work, 
by which the needful change is effected 
ill us, from death lo life, and from sin to 
righteousness, is the baptism which saves, 
mentioned by the Aposlle Peter. After 
speaking of the ark " wherein few, that is, 
eight souls, were saved by water," the 
.apostle adds : " The like figure whereunto 



(or that which answereth whereunto— hi 
dvTinmov) doth also now save us ; not the 
putting away of the filth of the flesh, but 
ihe 'answer of a good conscience toward 
God, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
who is gone into heaven ; angels and 
authorities and powers being made subject 
untohim:" 1 Pet, 3 : 21,22. The risen 
and ascended Saviour haptizes/rom atone. 
He sends forth that living influence of ihe 
Holy Ghost, by which sinful man is ena- 
bled savingly to believe in his atoning 
sacrifice, and to bring fortii the fruits of 
righteousness. Thus are we made par- ■ 
takers of a conscience void of offence in 
the sight of God and man : comp. Heb. 
9: 14. 

There is surely much reason to believe 
that Paul is speaking of this powerful in- 
ternal work, when he insists on the neces- 
sity of dying unto sin, and of rising again 
with Christ, unto a life of righteousness. 
" What shall we say then ? shiiU we con- 
tinue insin, that grace may abound ] God 
forbid. How shall we that are dead lo 
sin, live any longer therein ? Know yo 
not that so many of us as were baptized 
into Jesus Christ, were baptized into his 
death ? Therefore we are buried with 
him by baptism unto death : that like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the 
gloryof the Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life:" Rom. 6 : 1-4. 
And again, to the Colossiana : " And ye 
are complete in him, which is the head of 
all principality and power; in whom also 
ye are circumcised wilh the circumcision 
tnade without hands, in putting off the 
body of the stna of the flesh by the cir- 
cumcision of Christ : buried with him in 
baptism, wherein ye also are risen with 

him, THROUGH THE FAITH OP THE OPERA- 
TION OF GOD, who hath raised him from 
the dead:" Col. 2: 10-12. 

So also when be assures us that there 
is " one body and one Spirit, even as we 
are called by one hope of our calling ; 
one Lord (Jesus Christ) one faith, one 
baptism," — we may fairiv conclude, either 
that "baptism" here lakes the sense of 
" doctrine," of which (as before-mention- 
ed) it is evidently capable; or thai the 
apostle in speaking of the one baptism of 
the one Lord, which is with the Holy 
Ghost. This view of his Kve.'vwwi,^^-*^'^'^- 
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which he speaks of this spiritual baptism 
as the means of introduction to a living 
membership in the body or cliurch of 
Christ : see 1 Cor. 12 : 12, 13 ; " For as 
the body is one, and hath many members, 
and all the members of that one body be- 
ing many, are one body : so also is Christ. 
For by one Spirit we are all baptized 
into one body ; and have been all made to 
drink into one Spirit." Happy and holy 
are they who drink at this sacred foun- 
tain ; for ever blessed they who submit 
to the baptizing and renovating power of 
the Holy Ghost. All these, and these 
only, are living members of the body 
of Christ, children of grace, and heirs of 
glory. 

But, secondly, if the sacrament of re- 
generation is at once the only and the suf- 
ficient means of bringing us into union 
with Christ our Head, and with all his 
members the world over, and of imparling 
to us the principles of a new and heavenly 
life, that union and that life can be main- 
tained only by our participation (may I not 
say. our daily participation ?) in another 
sacrament, even the spiritual supper of 
our Lord, " Behold," says Jesus to the 
churches, '* I stand at the door and knock : 
if any man hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him, aud will sup 
with him, and he with me :" Rev. 3 : 20. 
This cheering promise is in exact accor- 
dance with some very remarkable expres- 
sions which our Lord uttered after he had 
broken the bread and handed the wine at 
the last paschal supper. " But I say unto 
you that I will not henceforth drink of 
this fruit of the vine, until that day when 
I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom :" Malt. 26 : 29. On another 
occasion he said to his disciples : " Ye are 
they which have continued with me in my 
temptations. And I appoint unto you a 
kingdom, as my Father halh appointed 
unto me ; thai ye may eat and drink at 
my table in my kingdom," &c. : Luke 
22: 28-30. Nor can it be denied that 
it is the same gracious Saviour who, in 
the prophetic language of the Song of 
songs, thus addressed his spouse, the 
Church : " I am come into my garden, 
my sister, my spouse : I have gathered 
my myrrh with my spice ; I have eaten 
my honey-comb with my honey ; I have 
driwi my wine with my milk: «at, 
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friends ; drink, yea, drink abundantly, ^^® 
beloved :" Cant. 5:1. 

I should suppose that no evangelkd 
Christian, of whatsoever peculiar oami^ 
could for a moment hesitate in acceptiiii 
these beautiful passages in a purely spirv 
tual sense, as representing the commanioi ,^ 
which true believers in Jesus, in timeirfl*^/^ 
refreshing from the presence of the Lori,r^^^ 
are permitted to efljoy with their Iwifl^^^ 
Head, and one with another in Him;iF .^ 
communion which, from season to season, l!fl 
cheers them on their journey to the pro- 1 *^ 
mised land, and will constitute their chief' Fy^ 
est joy in heaven itself. Here is suste-l^^ 
nance for the inmost soul! here is the r^ 
saving supper of the Lord ! F 

But Christ himself is the food of the I 
Christian, and is to be eaten by bis disci- 
ples in this true sacramjent. Nothing can ' 
be more affecting, and nothing more im- 
portant, than his own doctrine on this sub- 
ject, contained in that memorable discourse 
which the Apostle John has placed on re- 
cord with the pen of inspiration : see John 
6 : 35-63. ** I am the bread op lipe : 
he that cometh to me shall never hunger, 
and he that believelh on me shall never 

thirst I am that bread of life. 

Your fathers did eat manna in the wilder- 
ness, and are dead ; this is the bread which 
cometh down from heaven, that a man may 
eat thereof, and not die. I am the living 
bread which came down from heaven ; 2 
any man eat of this bread, he shall live 
for ever ; and the bread that I will give is 
my flesh, which I will give for the life of 
I he world. The Jews, therefore, strove 
among themselves, saying. How can this 
man give us his flesh to eat ? Then Jesus 
said unto them, Verily, verily, I say onto 
you. Except ye eat the flesh of the Son 
of man, and drink his blood, ye have no 
life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh and 
drinketh my blood, hath eternal life ; and 
I will raise him up at the last day. For 
my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is 
drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh 
and drinketh my blood, dwellelh in me, and 
I in him. As the living Father halh sent 
me, and I live by the Father ; so he that 
eateth me, even he shall live by me. This 
is that bread which came down from hea- 
not as your fathers did eat manna, 
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and are dead : he thai eateth of this bread, 
shall live for ever. These things said he 
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k the synapigue, as he taughi in Caper- 
Bum. ManvT thereTore, of liis disciples, 
■hen they had heard this, eaid, This js an 
ftxd saying ; who can hear it 1 When 
BSUs knew in himself that his di^cipks 
kurmured ai ii, he said unio ihem, lioth 
►iaoSend you ? Wiiat and if ye shall se 
Se Son of man ascend up where he wa 
efore ? It is the Spirit that quick 

IMETH, THE FLESH PROFITETH MOT KING 

tie words that 1 speak unlo you, they ar 
pint, and they are life." 

The declaration with which our Lord 
ere concludes his discourse is of incal- 
ulable weight and importance, Ii seen; 
[>me virtually to undermine and abrogai 
DT ever all typical and carnal ceremonies 
n divine worship. Most assuredly it af- 
ords the true key to the preceding doc- 
rine. We have our Lord's own explicit 
uibority fur understanding it spiritually 
Those who, under the immediate influence 
>f the Spirit, andhy a living failh, appro- 
iriate the glorious Saviour who came 
lown from heaven that he might give life 
o ihe world, truly feed on Jesus, the bread 
)f God, the bread of life. The Cbri 
whose sole reliance ia placed on th 
lingsacrificeof our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
who lives by that precious faith, may jusily 
)e said to eat the Jiesk of the Son of man, 
tnd to drink his blocd. There is, indeed, 
lo spiritual Hfe lor any man, to whom the 
gospel is preached, on any other terms ; 
ind all who, under ihe powerful operation 
af the Holy Spirit, thus believe with the 
heart, are nourished np by this heavenly 
Food to all eterniiy. They dwell in Chiisi, 
ind Christ dwells in them, Fartheimore, 
when the believers in Jesus are assembled 
and united in solemn worship — when they 
draw near to the Father, in one Spirit, 
through ihe Son of his love — when they 
are livingly brought lo the remembrance 
of the body which was broken, and of the 
blood which was shed for them — when 
" the love of God " is " shed abroad " in 
iheir hearts " by the Holy fihost which 
he giveih us " — ihen are ihey rich par- 
Lakers of a true sacramental communion 
— then are they honoured guests, even 
here, at the table of the Lokd, in his 



kingdom. 



CHAPTER VHL 



ON AND SANCTinCATlON. 

A VERY slight knowledge of ihe papal 
and hierarchical system may suffice lo 
convince every honest inquirer that, under 
its darkening and deadenmg influence, the 
grounds of ilie Christian's hope of salva- 
tion have been fearfully obscured, and ihe 
hope itself, to a very great extent, placed 
in jeopardy. The greatest of all evils ia 
sin ; and Christianity leaches us that all 
men aie under condemnation, because all 
have sinned. The awful penally conse- 
quent on ihat condemnation is the death 
of the soul, or, in other words, iis eternal 
separiition from God, in a state of unuuer- 
able wo. 

How, then, in the first place, are we to 
experience deliverance from this weight 
of condemnation 1 how are we to make 



ur escape from this dreaded penalty ? 
Under the dismal effects of moral and 
doctrinal apostacy, the professing church 
answers, By plenary indulgences from the 
pope; bv penance; by priestly absolu- 
tion ; by the extraordinary moriificalions 
of the flesh ; by fastings frequent and 
severe; by voluntary torture; by the 
repetition o(,praycrs wilhoui number; by 
he hardshipi of monasticism and hermi- 
■age ; by ihe magical influence of relics, 
and pictures, and images ; by the inter- 
cession of Mary and the saints ; by the 
sacrifice of the mass ; by the failhful 
'iservance of all kinds of ceremonies; 

id, finally, by purgatory — that last re- 
source forlhecleansingaway of ihosestaina 
of sin, in ihe Christian, which the oiher 

Bans now alluded to have leftimiouched. 

In what measure and in what propor- 
tions these various modes of reconciliation 
h God are depended on by the votaries 
of Home, I have no means of forming an 
adequate judgment ; bat it is evident that 
they are severally objects of faiiK, on 

hich poor deluded souls are taught lo 

ily for the blotting out of iheir sins, and 
for securing their escape from the pains 
of eternal death. There is a strong ten- 
dency in the heart of man to rest on these 
delusions, instead of coming fully and 
unreservedly to Jesus Christ and him 
crucified ; for Christ crucified continues 
to be "to ihe Jews a sturablinc-hlQcJf.,^!^ 
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amply proved by experience, that visible 
and tangible representations of the cruci- 
fied Saviour, and ceremonies in worship, 
which are intended to renew his sacrifice 
for sin — with all other departures from 
simplicity in religion — are so far from 
truly leading the soul to Christ as the 
only ground of the sinner's hope, ihat they 
of I en operate as diversions from the truth, 
and let in a vast variety of ways of salva- 
tion, as they are falsely supposed to be, 
instead of the Lord Jesus, who is himself 
the way, the truth, and the life. Well 
may this strange medley of satisfaction for 
sin be described as a quicksand, in which 
many currents meet, and hollow out a pit 
beneath the glowing surface, into which 
the children of superstition are prone to 
fall, never more to rise — unless some 
peculiar miracle of grace be wrought in 
their favour. 

True, indeed, it is, that the Romish 
church professes a firm faith in the divi- 
nity of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in the 
doctrine of his propitiatory sacrifice on 
the cross ; and that many pious adherents 
of that church availingly believe in Christ 
as their Saviour, and seek for the forgive- 
ness of sin through his atoning blood. 
Yet there can be no doubt, as I conceive, 
that the superstitious notions and practises 
to which we have now alluded — these 
strange paths and by-ways to heaven — 
are fraught with peculiar peril to the 
soul. They may often be the means of 
preventing an enlrance through the door 
into the sheepfold; and, therefore, properly 
belong to the system and reign of anti- 
christ, the false prophet, or the second 
beast, who has the visage of a lamb and 
the voice of a dragon. 

It is greatly to be feared that there is a 
recurrence in the present day, even among 
churches called Protestant, to many of 
these unauthorized and dangerous inven- 
tions. More than a few of the professors 
of Scriptural religion have lapsed into a 
disregard and concealment of those cardi- 
nal truths which once occupied their chief 
attention, and seem to have lost the 
strength and clearness of their vision res- 
pecting the way — the only way — of sal- 
vation. 

In the meantime the truth of God re- 
mains unchanged, and the very agitation 
and silting of things, which is now abroad 



among professing Christians, will doub^l^ ^ 
less be the means of confirming thousaDdtli^''^' 
in their adherence to Christ. Well mij'*^^ 
we exclaim with the poet, 
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** Oh, how unlike the cumbrous works of man, 
Heaven*! easy, artless, unencumbered plan ! 
No meretricious graces to beguile. 
No clustering ornaments to clog the pile ; • 
From ostentation as from weakness free, 
It stands like the cerulean arch we see, 
Majestic in its own simplicitjf. 
Inscribed above the portals from afar, 
Conspicuous as the brightness of a star, 
Legible only by the light they give, 
Stand the soul-quickening words, believe mnd Ine.^ 

Cowpu. 

Nothing can be more simple and de- 
cisive than the doctrine of our Lord him- 
self, on the condition or means of salvation: 
" God so loved ihe world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever belie- 
veth in him should not perish, but hare 
everlasting life :" John 3 : 16. " Verily, 
verily, 1 say unto you, he that believeih on 
me hath everlasting life:" 6: 47. "1 
am the resurrection and the life : he that 
believeih in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live : and whosoever liveth aiid 
believeih in roe, shall never die :" 1 1 : 25, 
26. *• Sirs, what must I do to be saved T 
said the jailer at Philippi, to Paul and 
Silas: *' and they said. Believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thoushalt be saved, I 
and thy house :" Acts 16 : 31. li 

From these, and many similar declaiar ^ 
tions, it is evident that, in order to obtaii 
salvation — even deliverance from the wndi 
to come — we are required to believe is 
Jesus, the Saviour of the world ; and thit 
all men of every name, age, or country, 
who truly believe on him, will assured!) 
be saved. In these simple, yet compre* 
hensive declarations, nothing is said 
penance, and masses, and fastings ; nothi 
of any ceremonial observance ; nothing 
absolution, indulgence, or satisfaction for 
sin, doled out by the power or pity of man 
Faith in the Saviour, and this alone, is th« 
thing which God demands of us in ordc; 
to the forgiveness of our sins and ihi 
salvation of our immortal souls. Yet the 
devils believe and tremble. It is not i 
mere knowledge of the truth, with the con- 
viction of the understanding, which will 
serve this mighty purpose. It is the deep 
affiance of the soul ; it is the leaning w 
the loving heart on Christ, by the power 
[of the Holy Ghost — a disposition which 
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ban never fail to be accompanied by re- 
wentance toward God, and ihc unreserved 
purrender of the whole man lo iiis rij^ln- 
RBous will and service. 
[ Tliis, however, is a subject which re- 
t*|uires lo be aoraewhat irrore developed. 
I We have "redemplion through ibe blood 
I of Christ, even Ihe forgiveness of sing," 
' Hence ii followa that the faith in him, 
I whereby, under [he gospel, we obtain that 
iforgiveneas, has a marked and pecuhar 
respect lo his blood-shedding on the cross. 
Thus wc find that, when presenting him- 
j^elf to his hearers as the object of saving 
pfailh, our Lord repeatedly directed their 
.fttlentionlo tliisceoiral point. "As Moses 
lifted up the serpent in ihe wilderness, so 
■hall the Son of man be lifted up, (that is, 
on the cross, comp. John 12: 33,) thai 
[whosoever believelh on him should not 
perish, but have eternal hfe :" John 3 : 14, 
I J5. And again : "Whoso eatetii my fleah 
[and drinketh my blood, (whoso livingly 
Ibelieveih in me as the atonement for sin,) 
l^atb eternal life, and I will raise him 
[at the last day :" 6 : 54. 

The pardon of sin through faith 
[ Christ crucifiedjisoften described by P; 
. as justification. All inankind are sinners, 
yruiity in the eight of a holy and righteous 
LOod. Neither the tears of repentance, noi 
■he Christian virtues afterward implanted 
By divine grace, can possibly efface those 
Kains of guilt. Nevcrcan these be washed 
bway, except in llie founliUD set open in 
Uerusalem for sin and for uncleanness, 
(even the fountain of the blood of Ihe 
,X,amb; and this blessed purpose is effect- 
ed through the instrumentality of failh. 
fTherefore "we are justified by faith 

rithout the deeds of the law." 
This subject is admirably set forth by 
ine apostle in various passages. " Be it 
known unto you, therefore, men and 
brethren," said he to the Jews of Antioch, 
" that through this man is preached n: 
you the forgiveness of sina ; and by him 
all that believe are justified of all tli' 
from which ye could not be justified by 
the law of Moses:" Acts 13; 
To the Galalians he says: "Knowing 
that a man is not justified by the works 
of ihe law, but by the faith of Jesus Chi ' 
even we have believed in Jesus Chi 
that we might be justified by the faith of 
Christ, and not by the works of the Uw ; 



for by the works of the law shall no flesh 
be justified." Soon afterward be adds; 
■' Christ hath redeemed us from the works 
of the law, being made a curse for us ; 
lor it is written, Cursed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree :" Gal. 2: 16; 3: 13. 
'"Being justified by failh, we have peace 
with God, through our Lord Jesus Clirist." 
And again : " God commenfleth his love 
toward us, in ihat while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us. Much more, 
then, being now justified by his blood, we 
siiall be saved from wralh through him :" 
Rom. 5: 1, 8, 9. 

It is chiefly, however, in the preceding 
chapters of this epistle that the apostle 
insists on the fnndamenial doctrine of 
juslification by faith, traces it lo its root, 
and unfolds ihe principles on which it 
rests. 

In the first place he enters on aji awful 
scriplion of the corruption and wicked- 
ss of the heathen nations, who sinned 
against the law of a righteous God, 
revealed in the heart. He next shows 
that the Jews, on whom was bestowed ihe 
law, were no belter; for, while 
they made a profession of godliness, they 
were deeply alienated from God by their 
iins. Thus he proves that all mankind, 
n the fall, and in consequence of the trans- 
gression of our first parents, are prone to 
iniquity, sinners in point of fact, and guilty 
in the sight of a holy and omniscient 
Creator. 
From this guilt, and from the condem- 
ation and punishment which are its 
nevitable consequence, no human power 
or virtue, no works of the law, either 
ceremonial or moral, can possibly deliver 
us. It stands to reason thai we cannot be 
justified by the works of the law, becauss 
we have broken the law, and it is ihe law 
that condemns us. The more clearly it 
is revealed to us. iho more marked and 
conspicuous, the more aggravated also, is 
our gul 'Therefore, by the deeds of 
ihe law there shall no flesh be justified in 
his sight ; for by the law is the know- 
ledge of sin :" 3 : 30. 

But God, who Is rich in mercy, and 
whose love is an unfathofnable deep, for 
our sakes spared not his own Son, but 
sent him into the world to die for sinners, 
that whosoever believelh in hittt,Myi. \"^. 
the ttooi cA \>Vi %VOT«.'m.wA,■m'^^■^ewM^^ 
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the forgiveness of sin, and live for ever. 
This is a simple sketch of the apostle's 
views, as unfolded in this epistle. '' All 
have sinned," says he, " and come short 
of the glory of God ; being justified freely 
by his grace through the redemption that 
18 in Christ Jesus ; whom God hath set 
forth to be a propitiation through faith in 
his blood, to declare his righteousness for 
the remission of sins that arepast, through 
the forbearance of God. To declare, I 
say, at this time, his righteousness, that 
he might be just, and the justifier of 

HIM WHICH BELIEVBTH IN JesUS.'* 

The divine attributes of justice and 
mercy, each perfect and absolute, and 
liable to no defalcation, meet, unite, and 
blend in the doctrine of the atonement. 
The penalty of death has been exacted ; 
and one of infinite dignity, virtue, and 
power, in his own voluntary love, as well 
as in obedience to the will of the Father, 
has undergone that penally. ** He was 
wounded for our transgressions ; he was 
bruised for our iniquities ; the chastise- 
ment of our peace was upon him ; and 
with his stripes we are healed. All we 
like sheep have gone astray ; and the 
Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us 
all." Thus the utmost claims of the law 
of God — that unchangeable expression 
of his perfect righteousness — are fully 
satisfied. " The righteousness of God " 
is declared and established in his own 
glorious plan " for the remission of sins." 
And the Judge of all flesh is demonstrated 
to be just, while he justifies '* him which 
believeth in Jesus." 

After this explicit enunciation of that 
cardinal doctrine of Christianity, justifica- 
tion by faith, the apostle proceeds to illus- 
trate the subject by the example of Abra- 
ham and the experience of David. " For 
what saith the Scripture ? Abraham be- 
lieved God, and it was counted unto 

HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS. NoW, tO him 

that worketh is the reward not reckoned 
of grace, but of debt; but to him that 
worketh not, but believeth on him that 
justifielh the ungodly, his faith is count- 
ed FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS. Eveu as David 
also describeth the blessedness of the man 
unto whom GodiMPUrETH righteousness 
without works, saying. Blessed are they 
whose iniquities are forgiven and whose 
SW8 are corend. BleaaeA is the man to 



whom the Lord will not impute sin :** 
4: 3-8. 

Two points of great interest and impor- 
tance here claim our attention. 

We find, in the first place, that Abraham 
and David arer adduced as examples of 
that faith by which sinners are justified in 
the sight of God ; or, in other words, re^ 
ceive the forgiveness of their transgres- 
sions, and are dealt with as if they had 
never sinned. Now, although these faith- 
ful men were far from being destitute of 
some knowledge of their Redeemer, it 
cannot be supposed that they enjoyed Uiat 
clearness of view respecting his coming in 
the flesh, and his propitiatory sacrifice on 
the cross, which is the privilege of trae 
Christians under the gospel dispensation. 
Yet they believed in Christ according to 
the measure of the light bestowed upon 
them ; and their faith was counted unto 
tliem for righteousness. The same obser- 
vation unquestionably applies to all the 
saints of I he Old Testament. Nor can it 
be reasonably doubted that even among 
nations which have no direct knowledge 
of revealed religion, there have been many 
persons in different ages of the world 
who have believed in God, according to 
the measure of the light of the Holy Spirit 
immediately bestowed upon them, as a 
^uide and rectifier to their consciences. 
These also, as we may fully believe, have 
been justified by faith, through the media- 
tion and sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for, ** in every nation, he that feareth (God) 
and worketh righteousness is accepted d 
him :" Acts 10 : 35. " For not the hear- 
ers of the law," says the apostle to the 
Romans, " are just before God, but the 
doers of the law shall be justified ; for 
when the Gentiles which have not the law, 
do, by nature, the things contained in the 
law, these having not the law, are a law 
unto themselves ; which shew the work 
of the law written in their hearts, their 
conscience also bearing witness, and their 
thoughts the meanwhile accusing or else 
excusing one another :" Rora 2 : 13-15. 

The mercies of God and the operation 
of his grace are, as I venture to believe, 
much more comprehensive than many 
persons suppose. Yet none can be saved 
but " by grace, through faith ;" and that 
not of themselves — " it is the gift of 
Grod.'' In the meantime let all who en 
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joy the unutler<ible privilesc of ihe noon- 
day ligbl of ihe gospel of Ciirist, nevei 
"fail lo remember, that " unlo whomso- 
ever much is given, of him much will be 
rrequired " — a failh corresponding to thdir 
.knowledge, a conduct woTthy of theirfaith, 
The second point alluded to is embracBd 
in ihe words just quoted, "the doers of 
the law sliall be justified." I conceive 
that this sentimenl fully applies to those 

■ persons whom the apostle elsowhere de- 
scribes as being "justified by failh with- 
out the deeds of the law." The deeds of 
the law have no part whalsoever in pro- 
curing the pardon of their sins; for they 
have broken the law, and the law condemns 
them to death. But now, under grace, 
they are become doers of the law ; nor 
coulil they have been justified by faith, 
bad not iheir faith been so vital and divine 
in its nature as lo be necessarily produc- 
tive of this practical result. Such a view 
of the subject will explain the apparent 
difficulty of the doctrine of James, as com- 
pared with that of Paul. " Faith, if it 
hath not works, is dead, beingalone. Yea, 
a man may say. Thou hast faith, and I 
have works : shew me thy faith without 
thy works, and I wd! shew thee my faith 
by my works. Thou believeat that there 
is one God; tliou doest well : the devils 
also believe, and tremble. But wilt ihou 
know, vaiDman,that faith without works 
is dead ? Was not Abraham tfur father 
juslified by works, when he had offered 
Isaac his son upon the altar ? Seest thou 
how failh wrought with his works, and by 
works was faith made perfect ? And the 
Scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abra- 
ham believed God, and it was imputed 
tinto him for righleousness : and he was 
called the friend of God. Ye see, then; 
how that by works a man is justified, and 
not by failh only :" James 2 : 17-24. 

James, in the character of a consistent 
Bnd fruitful believer, here addresses some 

I imaginary person who professes faith in 
Christianity, without practising its pre- 
cepts. He challenges him lo display his 
spurious article to the best advantage, and 
offers to biing his own belief lo the teat 
of the works which it produces. Power- 
fully does he illustrate his doctrine by 
comparing faith without works, lo the 



body without the Spirit ; and to the belief 
£>f devils who know God and hate him. 



On the other hand, he justly dwells on the 
example of Abraham, who proved ihe vi- 
tality of his faith by a memorable and 
most difficult act of obedience. Thus is 
he brought to his genera! conclusion, that 
" a man is justified by works, and not by 
faith ONLY." * 

On this subject we are competent lo 
say that, as sinners, we are justified (i. e., 
we receive the pardon of our sins) by faith 
in Christ without the deeds of the law; 
and that, as believers, we are justified by 
good works ; for these alone afford a suf- 
ficient evidence that our faith is vital, di- 
vine, and saving. This distinction is, I 
trust, sound and clear. But if there be 
any doubt of its critical exactness as an 
explanation of the apostle's use of the 
word "justified," we may rest on the ob- 
vious tendency and intent of the whole 
passage ; namely that faith cannot be the 
means of our acceptance with God, unless 
it be of such a nature as to produce obe- 
dience in the believer. For it remains lo 
be an unquestionable truth, that without 
holiness no man shall see the ]jord. The 
plain fact is, that neither failh nor obedi- 
ence, however pure they may be in their 
character, and however well-pleasing to 
God, are in their own nature justifying ; 
but faith — even that vital failh which 
works by love, and produces ihe fruits of 
righleousness — is ihe appointed instru- 
ment, in the order of g;ace, whereby we 
lay hold on the mercies of God in Christ 
Jesus — that blessed JWedialor wha truly 
and properIy_?'us(i^es the sinner. 

Most assuredly there is nothing in the 
doctrine of the A poslle James which sup- 
ports the opinion of the Roraisii church, 
that good works are meritorious in the 
sight of God, and actually give a title to 
the reward of everlasting felicity. It 
appears to be an opinion prevailing among 
ihe advocates of the papal system, that 
Ims-giving, and other acts of Christain 
piety and mercy, deserve an eternity of 
their just and equal reward. If, 
■, it is allowed that many good 
persons — faithful sons and daughter of 
he church — are yet imprefect, the righle 
ousneas of Christ may lake its share in 
making up the supposed deficiency in 
their deserts. 

In the Romish saints, however, tJiwe. 
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Never probably was there so antichristain 
a notion propagated under the name of 
Christianity, as that which arose in the 
dark ages respecting works of superero- 
gation. It was then first openly declared 
that the church was in possession of an 
kunense stock of merit, accumulated in 
her keeping from age to age, by such 
sufferings and labours of the saints as 
exceeded the requirements of the law of 
God-^a stock which she has the power 
of dealing out, through her visible head, 
the pope, in such times and such portions 
as she pleases, io order to secure the fa- 
voured recipients of the boon from the 
punishment of their sins — -a new method 
truly of escaping from the wrath to come, 
and of obtaining an entrance into the 
kingdom of rest and purity ! 

It cannot for a moment be questioned 
that beneficence, and the exercise of other 
virtues and graces, are sacrifices accep- 
table to God, throqgh Jesus Christ. As 
vice is abominable in his sight, sp true 
virtue, in all its lovely forms, and under 
every variety of circumstance, can never 
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mained in their pristine state of innocence, lb ; • 
an eternity of happy existence would hanks cf 
been the consequence. But this cawb' 
quence would not have arisen in the wij 
of wages gained by good works, or l» 
cause of any inherent merits in thdr 
virtuous dispositions and conduct, telitich 
simply in the appointment of infinite and I . ^ 
gratuitous love. God is not profiled vUVir 
placed under obligation by the obedieooB m b 
of his own creatures, but obedience ishii F'^ 
due ; and the creature who renders tbn v^^ 
obedience, does but pay a debt already |kv 
incurred. Well might the Temaniie 
ask, '^ Can a man be profitable unto God, 
as he that is wise may be profitable onto 
himself? Is it any pleasure to the Al- 
mighty, that thou art righteous (in the 
sense of adding to that happiness which 
is already infinite ?) Or is it s^in to him, 
that thou makest thy ways perfect 1^ Job 
22 : 2, 3. *' So likewise ye,'' said cor 
Saviour to his disciples, *' when ye shall 
have done all those things which are com- 
manded you, say, we are unprofitabli 
SERVANTS : we have done that which wa& 
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fail to be well-pleasing to a perfectly pure our duty to do f' Luke 17 : 10. 



and righteous being ; and when the sinner 
is converted from the ejrror of his ways, 
the angels reflect their Father's smile, 
and rejoice in his holy presence. ]3ut 
while this adnqiission is most freely to be 
made respecting that glorious Being who 
is ever found on the side of righteousness, 
the Christain must distinctly deny that 
the b*t works of man — even those which 
are wrought under the imnvediate influ- 
ence of the Holy Ghost — have any merit ; 
in such a sense as justly to claim the re- 
ward of eternal life. Our sins, indeed, 
deserve death — -even the death of the 
soul ; and the death of the soul is their 
" wages" But eternal life *' is the gift 
of God, through Jesus Christ our Lord" 
— a gift wholly unmerited and spontane- 
ous ; flowing forth, through its one ap- 
pointed channel, to the fallen children of 
men, from the fathomless abyss of Jeho- 
vah's love. 

We know that our first parents were 
created in the image of Jehovah, and after 
his likeness ; a truth which probably had 
respect, first, to the intellectual n)ind ; 
secondly, to a perfect moral nature ; and, 



But the fact, at once clear and awful, 
is, that we are fallen creatures — that we 
have lost the moralimage of our Creator — 
that we are bynature corrupt and prone to 
iniquity, and, therefore, children of wrath. 
The golden chain which connected our 
first pareata with an eternity of happiness, 
provided for them in the wondrous love of 
God^ is broken,, destroyed, demolished. 
Therefore our hopes are solely in Christ 
through whom our sins are foi^iven, and 
we ourselves reconciled unto God. Re- 
pentance and amendment, although the 
work of grace and approved of God, can 
never blot out the stain of our past sins. 
Present virtue, the fruit of 'that Spirit 
which is given to us in Christ, can do no 
more than fulfil present obligation. In 
the meantime, where is the child of piety 
and faith, who has not yet *' finished " bis 
" course," in whom some lingering rem- 
nants may not be found of indwelling sin? 
What can the best of men do, therefore, 
but cast themselves on the infinite re- 
sources of the love of God, in Christ Jesus 
our Lord ? 

" If any man sin, we have an advocate 



thirdly, to the eternal continuance of life, with the Father, Jesus Christ the rigfate- 
T^ere cai^ be t^o d^.^bt that; hacji they re- ous ; and he is the propitiation for our 
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id not for ours only, but for the 
he whole world :" 1 John 2 : 1, 
a Roman Catholic poet tell us the 
Lruth on this most important of 
; and let all, whether Papists or 
nts, rally to that foundation of 
e so emphatically speaks : 

e be a power loo just and stiong 

t crimes, and bear unpunished wrong ; 

bly upward, see his will discioee 

t first, and then the fine impose ; 

\y poverty could never pay, 

temal wisdom found the way, 

celestial wealth supplied thy store ; 

) makes the fine, his mercy quits the score. 

ledcending in thy human frame, 

led suffering in the offender's name. 

isdeeds to him imputed see, 

s righteousness devolved on thee. 

Dryden — Religio Laici, 

im np the whole subject in a few 
3s, it is plainly the doctrine of 
e, that righteousness is impitted 
ue believer. Thus Abraham is 
1 to be the father of all them that 
even among the Gentile nations, 
ghteousness might be imputed to 
Iso ;" Rom. 4: 11. Again, the 
says, respecting Abraham: **Now, 
iot written for his sake alone, that 
iiputed to him ; but for us also to 
t shall be imputed, if we believe 
hat raised up Jesus from the dead, 
as delivered for our offences, and 
gain for our justification :" 4: 23- 
1 the following chapter he declares 
hey which receive abundance of 
nd of the gift of righteousness, shall 
li^,byone, Jesus Christ.'* Now, 
this righteousness which is thus 
I, xhus jreely gtuen, to the believer? 
ire to take the Scriptures for our 
i^e cannot fail to answer, it is the 
isness of our Lord and Saviour 
)hrist. He is the branch who was 
ised up unto David, the king who 
eign over Israel, whose name was 
called " Jehovah our righteous- 
Jer. 23 : 5, 6. " Surely, shall 
, in the Lord have I righteousness 
ngth. In the LoRD(that is, in the 
Saviour) shall all the seed of Israel 
ified and shall glory :" Isa. 45 : 
* " Christ Jesus" is "made unto 
^d, righteousness :" 1 Cor. 1 ; 30. 

immediate context of this passage is twice 
r the Apostle Paul, as applying to the Lord 
rist. 



God ^' hath made him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin ; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him :" 2 Cor. 
5: 21. 

Not only are we saved from the awful 
penalty of our sins by his propitiator]i; 
death and sacrifice ; not only arc we jde- 
livered, for his sake, on whom was the 
" chastisement of our peace," from the 
bitter pains of eternal death ; but we are 
placed in possession of an indisputable 
title 10 the joys of a glorious immortality, 
in virtue of our union by faith with Him, 
whose righteousness is, in its own nature, 
perfect, absolute, ever-abounding, and in- 
finitely meritorious in the sight of the 
Father. That divine righteousness is im- 
puted to the believer by faith. This is 
the clothing of wrought gold, even the 
purest gold of Ophir, in which the Bride, 
ihe Church, is invested : Psa. 46 : 13 — 
the ** robe of righteousness," wherein she 
greatly exults and rejoices : Isa. 61 : 10 
— the best of all robes, in which the peni- 
tent and returning sinner is mantled by his 
Father's hand — the garment of salvation, 
the wedding garment, without which we 
can never be accepted guests at the home 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the everlasting 
abode of rest and of glory. 

'^ Shall we then continue in sin, that 
grace may abound ? God forbid. How 
shall we that are dead to sin, live any 
longer therein ?" Rom. 6 : 1, 2. 

It is the highest praise of Christianity^ 
and its main distinguishing characteristic^ 
that it is a religion of holipess-^a rel^ion 
which, by setting in action the most in- 
ilnential motives, leads, with a resistless 
power, to the abandonment of every sin 
and the practice of every virtue. The 
awful discovery which it makes to us of 
judgment to come, and of the perfect jus- 
tice of God, imbues the true believer with 
a salutary, yet awful, fear of the Supreme 
Being. This fear is ever found to be '* a 
fountain of life, preserving from the snares 
of death." The blessed prospect of eter- 
nal happiness animates our hope, and this 
hope quickens our footsteps in the race of 
righteousness. We run as those who have 
the glorious goal set before us ; reaching 
forth unto those things which are before, 
we press ** low«iXd \.^ \tv»;^ V5k\ "^^ -^Sxi*^ 
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This hope, moreover, sustains our patience 
and strengthens our fortitude ; it is an 
anchor to ihe soul, sure and steadfast. 
Above all, the mercy of God in Christ 
Jesus, so paternal, so tender, so infinitely 
<great, produces love in our own bosoms ; 
and the heavenly flame, once kindled, is of 
such a nature, that it will burn with ever- 
increasing brightness to all eternity. Love 
induces, in the Christian beUever, a holy 
decision of character, an unreserved sacri- 
fice of self, a constancy of allegiance to 
the Shepherd of Israel, who bought us 
with his own blood. Yet as the mechani- 
cal forces (such as the wedge, the screw, 
and the lever) cannot produce their effects 
unless they arc applied with power, so 
fear, hope, and love, strong motives as 
they are, and capable of being roost bene- 
ficially excited by the great truths of the 
gospel of Christ, will never be made to 
move effectually, or move in the right di- 
rection, unless those truths are accompa- 
nied, in their application to the mind, by 
the Spirit of God. This Spirit is itself 
the ijrrand moving power — the very spring 
of life, in the soul, and of all that is lovely, 
holy, and heavenly, in the conduct and 
conversation of the Christian. 

The word sanctification maybe taken in 
two senses. Sometimes itsignifies the first 
dedication of the soul, as a holy thing, to 
God the author of our beings In this 
point of view it must be regarded as 
simultaneous with justification, being the 
immediate result of that change of heart 
which is wrought in the Christian convert 
by the power of God. The sinner who 
comes with a penitent and believing heart 
to Christ, deposites his sins — that intole- 
rable burden — at the Saviour's feet : he 
receives the free pardon of them through 
the blood of Jesus, and, without a mo- 
ment's hesitation or delay, renounces 
them for ever. 

But where is the Christian, who truly 
knows himself, who will not confess that, 
even after this signal change in his condi- 
tion, he has a perpetual struggle to main- 
lain between the flesh and the spirit— that, 
although sin may no longer have dominion 
over hira, it sometimes prevails, in word 
and deed, and especially in thought and 
imagination, over his belter mind ? The 
Ymgenng corruptions of his fallen nature 
require many baptisms under the waves 
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of the ** river of God," which is "fulU 
water," before they can be entirely purgel 
away, so that nothing may be left — not eyei 
one particle of the polluting mire of thii 
world — to interrupt his entrance, ihrou^P 
the pearl gates, into the new JerusalenLlT 
It was to a company of Christian converts,!,' 
in their character of truly regeneratci** 
persons, that Paul addressed the wordi^p 
** The very God of peace sanctify yoar 
WHOLLY :" 1 Thess. 5 : 23. *' The pathj? 
of the just is as the shining light, whick ^ 
shineth more and more unto the perfiect 
day :" Prov. 4 : 18. 

Sanctification, then, in its secondary 
sense, is that purifying work of the Holy 
Spirit by which regenerate persons are 
gradually more and more weaned from 
the world — more and more fitted for thai 
glorious inheritance, into which nothing 
that is impure, nothing that worketh abo- 
mination, nothing that maketh or lovelh 
a lie, can ever enter. I have heard it 
remarked by a wise and learned man, 
well instructed in the school of Christ, 
that, in order to enter on this inheritance, 
there must be both '* a right and a right- 
Our right of entrance — the only 
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title which is clear and indefeasible — ^is ia 
Christ our advocate with the Father, and 
the propitiation for our sins. But there 
must be a,rightness also ; even that state 
of purity, without which we can never be 
fitted for the society of saints and angels, 
and for the immediate presence of the im- 
n^aculate Lamb. 

This rightness, or, to adopt another and 
parallel view of the case, this ripeness, 
can be produced in the dispositions and 
character of a man only by the sanctify- 
ing operation of the Holy Spirit of God. 
He who has begun a good work in us, 
must " perfect it to the end," or we shall 
never be presented faultless in Christ, 
before the presence of his glory, with ex- 
ceeding joy. Sometimes, indeed, the 
work of regeneration, justification, and 
sanctification are all effected within a very 
short period : for with God alt things are 
possible. The example of the thief on 
the cross, who first railed on his Lord, 
and very soon afterward was a true belie- 
ver, and a new creature in Christ, with 
heaven immediately before him, is suflS- 
cient to preclude despair, even in prolong- 
ed cases of sin and rebellion against God 
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3ut let no man dare lo depend on a 
H^lli-bed repentance ; for, according lo 
|hie ordinary dealingsof divine wisdom and 
Jpjre, the work of sanciificalion and pr 
Bfitration for heaven is very gradual. It 

mailer of spiritual education conducted 
liay a divine hand ; and often one of 
<3iscLpline. The cross must be endured 
"by every warrior in the army of the Lamb ; 
■^ffe must take it up in failh, hold it fast in 
;)paiienoc, and uplift it wiih holy magnani- 
aniiy as our standard in batile. " I am 
crucified with Christ ; neverihelesB I live, 
and the life which I now live in ihe flesh, 
1 live by the faith of ihe Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me :" Gal. 
2 : 20. Again ; '* Cod forbid that I should 
glory save in ihe cross of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom the_ world is crucified 
nnio me, and I unio ihe world :" 6 : 14. 
It was the declaration of the apost]< 
who wrote these things, when he confirm 
ed the souia of the disciples in many 
places, that " we must ihrough much iri- 
Dulalion enler the kingdom ;" Acts 14 : 
as — a doctrine which agrees with the fact 
. recorded in the Apocalypse, that Ihc mul- 
titude around the throne of God, who were 
clothed in white robes, and held in their 
hands ihe ensigns of viciory, had come 
" out of great tribulation :" Rev 
" Ye shall indeed drink of my cup, and be 
baptized with the baptism that I am bap- 
'tized with," said our blesned Lord to his 
liisciples ; and no one, as we may believe, 
has ever more largely experienced the 
.truth of this saying ihan Paul himself, 
'In the first place, he was crucified with 
Christ, when he died to the law, renounced 
his self-righteousness, sacrificed his repu- 
lalion as a Jew and a Pharisee, and gave 
in his adherence lo that once lowly and 
aufTering, though now risen and reigning 
Saviour, whom he had before despised and 

Erseculed — when he coimted all things 
IS, and did esteem them as dung and 
dross, that he might win Christ. And, 
secondly, in consequence of this self-re- 
nunciation, and in connexion with his 
service in the gospel, he was himself ex- 
posed to mockery, hatred, and persecution ; 
tie underwent cruel scourgings, bonds, 
and imprisonments ; he fought with wild 
beast » ; hardships by sea and by land, and 
i terrors of impending death, met him, as it 
I were, at every turn ; and, finally, he sealed 



his testimony to the truth, by willing sub- 
mission to a martyr's death. Add to all 
these things his anxious care of Uie 
churches, his vast exertions, the buffeiings 
of Katan, his painful exercises of spirit, the 
deep conflicts of his soul. Noihmg can 
be more admirable than the triumph of a 
holy faith over all these trials : "We are 
troubled on every side, but not distressed ; 
perplexed, but not in despair ; persecuted, 
but not forsaken ; cast down, but not 
destroyed ; always bearing about in the 
body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the 
life also of Jesus might be made manifest 
in our body :" 2 Cor. 4 ; 8-10. 

No onecan reasonably doubt that, under 
the grace of the Holy Spiril, this course 
of severe discipline was, to the apostle, a 
most effective means of sanctilication, and 
of preparation for a stale of perfect purity 
and unbounded joy. Thus, when death 
approached, he could speak in triumphant 
language ; "I am now ready to be offered, 
and the time of my departure is at hand ; 

1 have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the failh. Hence 
forth there is laid np for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righte- 
ous Judge, shall give me at that day :" 

2 Tim. 4 : 6-8. 

Undoubtedly the case of the Apostle 
Paul was in various respects peculiar, and 
even singular. But our Saviour's decla- 
ration is absolutely universal ; "Whoso- 
ever doth not bear hia cross and come 
after me, cannot be my disciple :" Luke 
14 : 27. How, then, is the cross laid on 
Christians in general 1 

In the first place, it remains to be a 
certain truth that " all who will live godlv 
in Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution. 
The world lying in wickedness ia still 
opposed to vital and decided Christianity ; 
so that, even in the present day, when a 
high profession of religion is more or less 
fasiiionable, they who yield themselves, 

ithout reserve, to those humbling and 
searching principles which our Lord and 
his apostles promulgated, will find much 
lo endure of contempt and opposition. 
Even if ihe persons themselves are res- 
pected, their principles are often despised 
md ridiculed. But, independently of this 
fact, ttic cross of affliction, in this slate of 
probation, is laid on the followers of Christ, 
as well as on llic rest <i( wt^aStiwA.. %si'^ 
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are tbey from being exempt from the 
general law — " man is born to trouble, as 
the sparks fly upward" — that we often 
find the most devoted servants of God dis- 
ciplined, iu an extraordinary degree, in the 
school of adversity. Nor does the sincere 
Christian fail to perceive that his trials of 
faith and patience are, for the most part, 
well adapted to his peculiar dispositions 
or weaknesses — obviously intended as cor- 
rectives suitable to his need. Thus does 
he realize the truth of the declaration, that 
" whom the Lord loveth he chasieneth ;'* 
and that although '^ no chastening for the 
present seemeth tobe joyous but grievous ; 
nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them 
which are exercised thereby :" Heb. 12 : 
6-11. 

A wise writer *has declared that *' gold 
is tried in the fire, and acceptable men in 
the furnace of adversity :" Eccles. 2 : 5. 
•' Behold," saith the Lord to Israel, " I 
have refined thee, but not with silver ; I 
have chosen thee in the furnace of afflic- 
tion :" Isa. 48: 10. Sustained by the 
uplifting arm of omnipotence, gifted, with 
patient resignation, and comforted by the 
remembrance of the sympathies which are 
in Christ, the true-hearted follower of the 
Lamb is sometimes enabled to rejoice in 
his tribulations ; his patience works expe- 
rience of the Lord's tender loving-kind- 
ness, and this experience confirms and 
animates his hope. Thus is he disciplined 
and educated for heaven, and taught to 
look peacefully forward to the quickly 
coming day of final deUverance and joy. 

But far above all, in order to our pro- 
gress in sanctification, there is a cross to 
be known, and felt, and patiently borne 
within. In the strivings of grace against 
nature ; in the secret monitions of the 
Lord Jesus Christ dwelling in us by 
his Spirit, and directed with undeviating 
certainty against all things which are 
defiled in his sight; and in a thorough 
surrender of the soul to these monitions — 
there is a cross to be endured, which 
mortifies our carnal affections and lusts, 
brinffs us into more and more of con- 
formity to the death of Christ, and so 
prepares us 'to rise with him into light, 
and life, and heavenly mindedness.- Thus 
is ''our life hid with Christ in God;'' 
and '^ when Christ who is our life shall 
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appear," we also " shall appear with 
in glory :" Col. 3 : i3, 4. 

While, however, a submission to 
cross of Christ is the necessary pre 
tion for our sitting together in '' heave 
places " in him, even during the course 
our mortal pilgrimage, it is ^r indeed fn 
unfitting us for our citizenship in t 
world, and for the duties which de 
on us as Christians and as men. 
pray not that thou shouldst take tbemoi|iha 
of the world," said our holy Redeemu^i 
^*but that thou shouldst keep themfnur 
the evil :" John 17 : 16. Yes, truly ; tlul|u^ 
law of the Lord which is perfect, conveivli 
ing the soul — written as it is in the pege" 
of Scripture, and engraven by a maKteiii 
hand of indubitable authority on the rep* 
nerate mind — is an all-pervading li^ 
It follows the Christian with counsel and 
instruction by night and by daVy in public 
and in private, in sickness andf in health; 
in the pursuits of agriculture, commerce^ 
literature, and science ; in the labours i 
philanthropy, in the services oY religioi, 
in the senate, in the court, on the throne, 
in the cottage, in the solitude of the cloiel; 
in the fire-side circle, in the vast assemUj. 
It leads to the performance of every reli- 
tive duty in the fear and love of God. b 
all places, and on all occasions, it be» 
testimony to the absolute necessity i 
abstinence from evil. Powerfully doeiit 
search our words and actions, as well u 
our imaginations, motives, and aflectioUi 
Unfailingly does it proclaim the langam 
'* Cease to do evil, learn to do vm! 
*' Touch not the: unclean thing, and! 
will receive you ; and will be a Faths 
to you ; and ye shall be my sons ud 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty T 
Cor. 6: 17, 18. 

The Holy Scriptures promulgate, in 
lively and explicit manner, the genenl 
principles of the divine law, and abounl 
in precepts respecting our relative dutiei 
Yet, in reducing these principles and 
precepts to daily and hourly action — ii 
applymg them to the endless diversity oi 
occasion and circumstance, to which nc 
are exposed in life — we stand in need of 
the immediate and perceptible guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. This is a light which, 
as I believe, shines, in a measure, in the 
cohsciences of all men ; though often veij 
faintly, like a small candle in a dark and 
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dzlensive cavern — " the light shineih in 
ilarkness, and the darkness comprehended 
it not." But to the true Christian it is a 
tsright and steady lamp which will never 
Fail him ; a swift witness against all that 
fts evil in the sight of God ; a monitor 
within, which cannot be silenced ; a guide 
%o righteousness, which never deceives. 
•* The anointing which ye have received 
of him abideth in you ; and ye need not 
that any man teach you ; but as the same 
anointing teacheth you of all things, and 
18 truth, and no lie, and even as it hath 
taught you, ye shall abide in him :" 
1 John 2 : 27. 

Nor is it to be forgotten that, in connex- 
ion with a diversity of spiritual gifts, there 
is an equal diversity of individual duty to 
be performed by the living members of 
the church of Christ. The manifestation 
of the Spirit is given to every man to profit 
withal — one is led into one duty, and an- 
other into another. In all such matters 
the obedience of faith in the church, and 
its individual members, ought to adapt it- 
self to the scope and variety of divine ad- 
ministration ; and the day's work, if we 
would witness the needful progress in 
sanctification, must keep pace with the 
day. Thus the pure leaven of truth 
spreads more and more in the believing 
mind, and gradually pervades the whole 
inner man — softening, sweeteninff, ' and 
cleansing the immortal Spirit — until it is 
fully prepared to burst away from the 
abacklefe of mortality, and to enter on its 
new habitation of perfect purity and bliss. 
Thus also, through individual faithfulness, 
that leaven shall diffuse itself through the 
::hurch of Christ, struggling and militant 
sts she is on earth, until the saying is ful- 
Blled, " The king's daughter is all glori- 
oirs within" — fit for her final coalescence 
with the " general assembly" of the '* spi- 
rits of the just made perfect." 

I make no question that the view which 
has now been taken of sanctification is, in 
substance, embraced by many a pious 
Roman Catholic, as well as Protestant. 
But how widely does it differ from those 
notions respecting the cross of Christ, 
which, during a long night of ignorance 
and superstition, were palmed on the world, 
under the papal and hierarchical system 
— notions which are still maintained and 
acted on to a vast and terrible extent ! 



In the first place, wooden or silver 
images of the cross (such is the strength 
of our natural tendency to idolatry) are, in 
thousands and tens of thousands of in-' 
stances, the worthless subsiitutes for the 
all-important reality both in its doctrinal 
character and in its practical operation 
on the heart. They are folded to many 
a trembling bosom and upheld before 
many a bended knee; embraced, trusted in, 
and worshipped, with a multitude of other 
worthless relics and figures ; as if there 
was any life for the soul, any efficacy for 
the renovation of the heart, any virtue foi 
the reformation of character, in the works 
of men's hands, which speak not, hear not, ^ 
smell not, taste not — or in the dead ma- 
terials with which nature i>uilds 1 

Yet not less dead for any spiritual or 
saving purpose, are the forced celibacy of 
the clergy, the splenetic solitude of her-^ 
mits, the seclusion and imprisonment of 
myriads of unmarried females, the shorn 
heads, rough garments, and spare living 
of friars, the formal and often-repeated 
fastings, the long and painful vigils, the 
iron beds, the hair shirts, the unpared 
nails, the voluntary filth and wretchedness, 
the long and wearisome pilgrimages, the 
self-imposed stripes — which Rome has 
invented for the mortification or torture of 
her votaries, in order to their improvement 
and perfection in holiness. 

" Forbidding to marry " was one of the 
earliest tokens of a spirit which, under 
the guise of a high religious profession, 
was utterly opposed to vital and saving 
Christianity : 1 Titn. 4:3. It must be 
considered, on Scriptural grounds, one of 
the peculiar characteristics of antichrist; 
and certainly there is no feature which 
has more conspicuously marked the pro- 
fessing church in her apostacy, than this 
unrighteous interference with the laws of 
God and nature. 

The declaration of Jehovah, immediate- 
ly before the creation of woman, that ** it 
is not good for man to be a'one," (Gen. 2: 
18,) corresponds with that sacred seal of 
sanction which our Lord, in his discourses, 
impressed on the matrimonial covenant, 
(Matt. 19: 4-6,) and with the apostolic, 
doctrine that *' marriage is honourable in 
all :" (Heb. 13 : 4.) But as the church 
became more and more overshadowed with 
darkuew^^'OTctvSxv.'H^r^ %»fc\^\^.S\\syfc>»>r^^ 
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notion that celibacy formed an essential 
part' of sanctification, made gradual pro- 
gress, until it took deep root in the bosom 
of popery. Thus it became a primary 
ecclesiastical law, that none of those who 
minister of holy things might have any 

Eart in this rich blessing, which God has 
estowed, in his bounty, on the whole hu- 
man race. 

Vast are the multitudes of men, in the 
thrift and vigour of life, who have been 
devoted by this stern decree of the mother 
of spiritual fornication, to a condition as 
much opposed to their moral welfare as 
to their temporal comfort ; and tens of 
thousands of young females have been 
doomed, under the same dark rule, to per- 
petual celibacy and incarceration. What 
tongue can tell the secret misery which 
has been endured by many an unhappy 
victim of rash vows under this iron yoke 
of despotism ? What pen can adequately 
depict the moral and spiritual darkness 
which (under the profession of superior 
sanctity) has brooded, from age to age, 
over the monasteries and nunneries of 
perverted and degraded Christendom ? 

There can be no question that, in nu- 
merous instances, the several practices 
now mentioned have been a mere cover 
for iniquity ; that under these disfigured 
and unsightly appearances, pride, malice, 
and evil concupiscence have vefy often 
lurked, and have revelled abundantly in 
their day. But even when adopted and 
adhered to in all sincerity, they are at 
variance with the laws of nature, subver- 
sive of the social harmonies of society, 
destructive of that usefulness which every 
man owes to the fellows of his race, in- 
jurious to the happiness of the church, and 
utterly opposed to the diflfusive stream of 
divine liberality and benevolence. 

Persuaded as I am that this is the native 
and uniform tendency of self-imposed 
crosses and mortifications, far be it from 
roe to deal superciliously witl^any (bnder 
conscience. We are not to forget tl at a 
variety of experience in this respect, in 
matters naturally indifferent, is recognised 
in Scripture ; and the great principle 
is plainly declared, that *' whatsoever is 

not of faith is sin." In the meantime 
let not him that eateth not, judge him that 

eateth ; and let not him that eateth, des- 
p/se him ihat eateth not. Kather than 
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offend a weak brother, Paul was ready to 
abstain from meat all his life long; anl 
circumstances sometimes arise when ik 
stinence even from the moderate use i 
lawful things may be required of us, a 
the ground principle of Christian love, fat 
the benefit of those around us, and for tbeL/^t 
fartherance of the ever-blessed cause iVi 
truth and righteousness. Xi^p 

Nevertheless, there is nothing harsh oclien^ 
unseemly in the cross of our Lord Jesvljia< 
Christ, in its genuine practical applicatioi. I rtl 
His yoke is easy and his burden ligbllm. 
Vital religion to the soul and character flij]}^ 
a man is what the soul itself is to bii If^ 
body. It pervades the whole man;itrrj 
animates and enlivens every part of hii |;2;> 
mental constitution, every part of hii 
character and conduct. Tnere is no 
straining, no awkwardness, no unhealtU- 
ness in its operation. All its effects are 
in unison with the true order of nature ; 
all are embued with the influences of di- 
vine love ; all tend to the welfare and 
comfort of our species, and (though it 
may be through much of suffering simI 
conflict) to the highest enjoyment for our- 
selves, of which man is capable. The 
more unreservedly we obey the will of 
God as it is declared in Scripture, and 
manifested by his own Spirit, in the se- 
cret of the heart, the more tolerable wiD 
be our pains, the more exquisite oar 
pleasures, the larger the amount of our 
happiness even here. *' The meek shall 
inherit the earth, and shall delight them- 
selves in the abundance of peace. *' I am 
the Lord thy God which teacheth tbee ts 
profit, which leadeth thee in the way tbit 
thou shouldest go. O that thou hadit 
hearkened to my commandments-— Then 
had thy peace been as a river, and thy 
righteousness as the waves of the sea.** 
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CONCLUSION. 

Two systems of worship, ministry, and 
doctrine have now been submitted to the 
deliberate attention of the reader. They 
contain some important features of truth 
in common, and experience proves that, 
under either system, there maybe spiritual 
life, and, therefore, salvation for the soul. 
Indeed there are not wanting instancea of 
eminent attainments in grace among the 
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profefsed adherents of both these sys- 
tems; so that there has been developed, 
&t times, among persons belonging respec- 
tively to these opposite classes, a unity of 
religious feeling and exercise, so marked 
ftnd peculiar as to have become matter of 
common observation. The most simple 
and spiritual of Christian believers — wor- 
shippers of God, the most divested of all 
dependance upon forms — may find much 
to admire, and much to sympathize with, 
to the experience and sayings of a Fene- 
!on, a Guion, a Thorpas a Kempis. The 
Ian:ienisl8, who openly preferred evange- 
lical religion to the errors of popery, form 
31 distinct class of themselves ; and it is 
probable there might be more of a mental 
alienation from many of those errors, in 
the individuals now mentioned, than was 
known or apparent. Something may also 
3e ascribed to the prevalence of solitude 
ind silent devotion in the Komish com- 
nunion, which, in the midst of abuses, 
may promote the formation and growth of 
the spiritual mind. 

But I conceive that these are rare ex- 
ceptions to the general rule. While ge- 
nume Christianity can never fail to be pro- 
ductive of spirituality of soul, and of sound 
practical fruits, the rapal and Hierarchical 
system has produced the opposite effects 
precisel}^ in proportion as it deviates from 
the religion of the New Testament. 

The objectionable features of that sys- 
tem, as it has been unfolded from a very 
Bar[y age of the church, but especially 
lunng tne last twelve centuries, may be 
briefly recapitulated as follows : 

First, and principally, it rests, to a very 
gpeat extent, and in a vast variety of par- 
ticulars, on the authority of man. While 
it acknowledges the divine origin of the 
Holy Scriptures, it claims for a priesthood 
ordained by man, the sole riffht of inter- 
preting their contents ; and it adds to 
Scripture, as an authoritative ground both 
of doctrine and practice, wriiings, both 
ancient and modern, which were not given 
by inspiration, together with an undefined 
and undefinable mass of oral traditions. 
Hinc illas lacrymae — here is the fruitful 
fountain of other departures from the truth. 

Secondly, this system has not only 
claimed, from an early age, the armed 

Erotection of states and princes, but has 
umbled both under its feet; and hhs in- 



volved, to an amazing and unparalleled 
extent, both the usurpation and abuse of 
temporal power. That abuse has been 
chiefly manifested in the cruel persecution 
of sincere Christians, who have not con 
formed to the principles of the ruling hie- 
rarchy. Myriads of these have fallen vic- 
tims, under the tyrannical influence of 
Rome, to the tortures of the inquisition, 
the fires of martyrdom, or the sword of 
assassination. 

Thirdly, the papal hierarchy, with its 
clergy, assume and exercise a despotic 
spiritual power over the subordinate 
grades of their own class, and over the 
whole body of the laity, being truly " lords 
over God's heritage." This power is 
maintained, within the clerical body itself, 
by an arrangement purely military in its 
form and action. The Bishop, or General 
of the Romish church, can say with the 
centurion, *M am a man under authority, 
having soldiers under me, and I say to 
this man. Go, and he goeth ; and to an- 
other. Come, afid he cometh ; and to my 
.servant, Do this, and he doeth it." No 
liberty of thought, no dictates of con 
science, may interfere with this implicit 
obedience. As to the laity, they are kept 
in servile subjection to the priesthood, by 
means of confession, absolution, penance, 
and the sacrifice of the mass — by the stern 
and awful fact, that their viatica to heaven 
(without a single exception) are in the 
hands, or under the key, of their spiritual 
guides. 

The power of the priesthood, in the 
apostacy both temporal and spiritual, has, 
moreover, been propped, from age to age, 
by an incalculable multitude of "lying 
wonders ;" most of them so gross and, 
ridiculous as to be fit only to cheat the 
ignorant and vulgar ; others so artfully 
contrived, or so strange and anomalous, 
as almost to deceive the very elect ; but, 
taken as a whole, (whether we look to the 
evidence of their reality or to their own 
nature, or to the character of the system 
which they are intended to support,) as 
much in contrast with the miracles of 
Christianity as light is with darkness, or 
life with death. ^^ 

Fourthly, this system involves the wF 
ligious adoration of Mary, the suppoJW 
queen of heaven and mother of God, and 



7S 



CONCLUSION. 



saints in reality or imagination — thut 
trenching on Uie sacred prerogative of 
the true God as the only right object of 
divine worship. This spiritual fornica- 
tion, moreover, descends into gross and 
palpable idolatry, the worship of images 
of wood and si one, gold and silver, and 
even of the consecrated wafer. Farther 
than this, the worship of the true God is 
defiled, and the whole doctrine of proba- 
tion and rewards corrupted and confounded, 
by the invention of purgatory, and by pray- 
ers and masses for the dead : not to men- 
tion those gaudy trappings, that worldly 
splendour, those carnalfascinalions, which 
are wholly at variance wiih spiritual reli- 
gion, and which, in destroying the native 
simplicity of Christianity, deprive it of its 
wholesome influence, its sober practical 
operation. 

Fifthly, while it ascribes to the minis- 
ters of religion the sacerdotal character, it 
separates them, as a distinct class or tribe, 
from the whole body of believers ; pro- 
vides for their ordination by the hands and 
auihority of man ; invests them with a 
levitical claim on the produce of the earth ; 
tfnd pretends to supply them, through an 
unbroken succession from the apostles^ 
wiih the gill of the Holy Ghost. 

Sixthly, it bids us return headlong to 
the old covenant of Judaism ; imposes on 
its votaries the yoke of a multitude of cere- 
monies ; celebrates some of these with the 
title of sacraments, as if the outward form 
did actually and necessarily contain the 
inward grace ; and above all, promulgates 
the doctrine of Transubstaniiation. Rome 
does not blush to declare that her priests 
have the power to convert the substances 
of bread and wine into the actual body 
and blood of Jesus Christ ; and that these, 
while the risen Saviour is glorified in 
heaven, are corporeally eaten on eartlj, 
and eaten in a thousand different places at 
the same moment— an amazing fiction, 
respecting which the second beast, who 
has the visage of a lamb and the voice of 
a dragon, has often been heard to cry. 
Believe it and confess it, or bum ! 

Lastly, it weaves around the souls of 

tm an inexiricable web of error; injects 
se confidences into the supersiilious 
nd ; proposes a strange variety of sub- 
stitutes for Christ ; and, in undermining 
//le Scripture doctrine of justification by 
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faith, saps the only true foundation of tbekv; 
Christian's hope of salvation. Wiiheqoal cu 
rashness and perseverance, it substitutei an; 
for that blessed work of the Spirit of God m 
by which every living member of the m 
church must be prepared for heaven, a 
long series of self-imposed crosses and 
human ordmances — ^beginnmg with the 
'* Touch not, taste not, handle not," and 
going on to seclusion, celibacy, imprison- 
meni, and self-toiture. By these the few 
are supposed to be sanctified ; while the 
many are left without any resource brt 
the perfofmances of their priests, ihe 
merits of their brethren, and the flames of 
purgatory. 

It is delightful to contrast with this 
aiitichristian system the sweet and simple 
religion of the New Testament, in its 
original force and efiScacy. 

In the first place, Christianity, as it is 
there developed, rests in all its parts on 
the authority of God, and absolutely rejects 
the traditions of men. It upholds the 
Holy Scriptures, including, of course, the 
writings of the apostles and evangelists, 
as the one divine record of doctrines to 
be believed and duties to be practised. 
From this record (intended as it is for the 
use of all mankind) no man may take 
away, and to it no man may add. It is 
complete in its own harmony, strength, 
and singleness. 

Secondly, this holy religion admits of 
no dependance for its support on the arm 
of flesh, or on any carnal weapons. While 
it calls on the princes of the earth for i 
kindly influence and Christian example, 
it claims not the interference of human 
law, or the forcible protection of human 
government. The true church depends 
only on her own glorious Head, who 
(Toverns her by his Spirit, and rules over 
the universe itself for her sake. 

Thirdly, it is proposed to the reason 
and consciences of all men, and in its 
application recognises only two parties — 
Almighty God, and the rational responsi- 
ble soul. Thus, no man living, and no 
body of men, can have any right to inter- 
fere with the religious convictions and 
practises of others, (so long as these do 
not interrupt the good order of society,) 
except bv the diffusion of the Truth. 

Fourthly, it gives no countenance to the 
contiiiuance, under any form, of the 8acer«> 
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ice ; or to the setting apart of a 
:lass or tribe, as ministers of holy 
vho have a claim to live on the 
lities of their brethren, and to 

dominion over them. On the 
, it leaves to the people of God, 
le supreme rule of Christ himself, 
it of self-government ; it salutes 
iving members of the church as 
»f the living God ; acknowledges 
icity of all to receive and use the 
he Spirit ; and sanctions no minis- 
le churches but that which flows 
i free and immediate operations of 
y Ghost. 

y, it allows not for a moment, on 
I whatsoever, of any object of re- 
?vorship but Jehovah himself — 
Son, and Holy Spirit ; it utterly 
ill false or subsidiary gods, and all 
down to graven images ; it pro- 
hat God is a spirit, and that they 
rship him must worship him in 
id in truth ; it annuls the whole 
lial system of the Jewish law ; 

no fascinations for the eye or the 

oins simplicity, sobriety, and order 

I assemblies of the saints; and calls 

prostration of souls, before the 

of heaven, in the silence of all 

ly, while it fulfils, and virtually 
3s all types and shadows in divine 
', it affords no support whatsoever 
notion, that any external perfor- 
)roperly or necessarily contains an 
gaace ; but it forcibly insists on 
ng and essential sacraments — the 
r of regeneration, or baptism of 
y Ghost ; and a participation, by 
the body and blood of our Lord 
Jhrist, the Saviour of the world, 
y, it defines and settles the ground 
Jhristian*s hope, sole and simple 
; even this, that whosoever be- 

I the Son of God shall never perish, 

II have eternal life. It points out 
3itiatory sacrifice of Jesus Christ 
:ross as the one appointed means 
3conciliation with God ; and freely 
► every penitent sinner who comes 
3 by raith, the spotless robe of his 
righteousness. At the same time 
nds the purification of the soul 



from all the defilements of the flesh and 
the world ; it lays upon the Lord's chil- 
dren the cross of Christ, which they must 
patiently bear both in doinff and sutfering 
their heavenly Father's wul; it supplies 
the perpetual help and unfailing guidance 
of the Holy Spirit ; it oficrs abundant 
qualification for all the duties which de- 
volve upon us in the world and in the 
church ; it commands an absolute separa- 
tion from all that is evil in the siffht of 
God ; it proclaims our victory in Christ 
over all our spiritual foes ; and finally, in 
the riches of the grace of God, it provides 
for our becoming jff^ for the enjoyment 
of that perfectly pure inheritance which 
Christ has purchased for us with his own 
blood. 

Between the two systems which have 
now been developed — between the fulness 
of the authority of man and the fulness of 
the authority of God, in matters of religion 
— there is, as I believe, no permanent rest- 
ing-place. Mediums have been tried, in 
a variety of forms, and on an extensive 
scale, fiut the sentiment which has now 
been expressed appears to be confirmed 
by the fact, that a large proportion of the 
clergy of episcopal churches is, at this 
veiy time, notoriously rushing back into 
the bosom of popery. Retrograde move- 
ments of the same nature (though difi*erent 
in degree) may be traced in the decrease 
of original simplicity, and the increase of 
form and splendour, in the worship of 
some of the non-conforming bodies. In 
the meantime there (;an be no doubt that 
spiritual religion, in its native vigour, is 
more and more diflusing itself among the 
thousands and tens of thousands oi the 
Israel of God. With these, under what- 
soever name and in 'whatsoever nation 
they may be found, the writer of the pages 
now about to be concluded, desires to be 
preserved in living, heart-felt unity. May 
the favour of God be upon his own chil- 
dren and followers all the world over ! 
May the Sun of righteousness arise upon 
them from day to day, and the dews of 
heaven rest all night upon their branches ! 
And, finally, may the law of peace, and 
purity, and love, without any k)u1 admix- 
tures, overspread this earth, ''as the waters 
cover the sea !** 
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